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ESSAY

rite effective paragraphs let us now

Having learnt to W
paragraphs to form a fy]]

understand the method of organising
length essay.

an be defined as a short composition in prose. [t
literally means a# attempt. It can be on any subject. It can give
expression to one’s personal experience, ideas or opinions on a
chosen topic. Mostly, the theme of the essay decides the tone,

the texture and the structure.

Before attempting to write an essay the writer should have
reviewed in his mind the purpose of his essay and the readers
for whom he is writing. This would help him in deciding the
content. Then he should begin with an outline of what he wants
to write with headings and sub-headings. This outline would
serve as a guiding principle. This can be developed to make it
concise and suitable to the occasion or audience.

An essay €

Hints to write a good essay
lear conception of the subject

1. The writer should have a ¢
the point immediately

matter. The writer should come to
without waste of time.
r should collect sufficient material betore

2. The write

commencing to write an essay.
5 "The writer should have the purpose/goal always in view.
4. Jotting down the points before beginning to write is a must,

a5 one is likely to forget the very matter or change the order
of its occurrence in the essay.
nt. Not

5 Shifting the points thus made is another requireme
cessary

Joints or ideas may be relevant. Some editing is ne

all'p
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oY . overy important element to remember
" Chought 164 y Hmporte ; ) remembp
! 1n essay should think of a logical order that

¢ por of '
vqhe “;] besl (it his argument or narration,
ould P o
WO tline would help to keep the flow of thought within
s} (
. (‘\ bdl‘-
' ]imilﬁ- lac o ‘
ge the ideas already collected according to the outling
1’]';,"1 ,
S jpus prepart
£ IJand the ideas thus arranged.
X
0 J the essay after writing it to see if all that you wanted
10. REﬂa has been said and in the order it has to be said. Reflect
Eﬁfaymoment if the objective of writing the essay has been
characteristics of a good essay

ood essay comprises introduction, body and conclusion.

e uity, and emphasis are its hallmarks.

Clarity, unity, contin
The Introduction

The introduction is very important. For the reader, it is the
first impression that tends naturally to colour subsequent
impressions. It enables the reader to know as soon as possible
what business is at hand. It must limit and fix the subject more
precisely. It suggests to the reader what the central idea is and
how the writer intends to present it.

There are several ways of writing an introduction. Itis largely
a matter of common sense. The approach used for the
introduction may depend on the nature of the topic. However,
;t"’hOUIfi capture the interest of the reader. One way of writing
Kfig‘zf ‘lntlroductlon is tllwat the writer sh-ou¥d put himself .in the
would 5nP :tidca: and ask hlmse!f wha-t prtlahrnn']ar}' information he
i”furma;: tfa follow the discussion intelligently. Then, that
Possibl. /inwumld b¢ st'ated as simply and-eccmomlc.s_dlj,r as
Mresting ) vaUd begm'mng could also be made by placing an

b 1act, or by using a fitting quotation.

g
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The Body

The writer has promised to develop a fixed and limjtq q
subject along a certain line. The body of an essay should not
betray the promise of the introduction. It is normally divige q
‘\to convenient paragraphs and on the basis of the outline 4 -
the points are developed fully and coherently.

The Conclusion

The conclusion is as important as the introduction. A gooq
‘ntroduction initiates interest, the body feeds the interest, ang
the conclusion sustains the interest giving the reader the
satisfaction that the writer has said all that is needed to establish
the credibility of his essay. Two things must be avoided, blurreq
effect, ie vague generalities and repetitious, summary. The
conclusion must really conclude the discussion. The theme
should not abruptly stop, giving the impression that the writer
has either suddenly become tired or run out of matter. However,
when a summing up is aimed at, only the main argument or
discussion needs to be pointed out with a special focus for the
purpose of making absolutely clear what the essay has discussed.
Making any kind of a new beginning towards the end is to be
avoided.

Clarity

The hallmark of a good essay is clarity. It is not easy to
achieve, but it must be achieved. Clarity in writing means that
the expressed idea is clear and that there is no difficulty in
understanding the meaning. Sentences should not be too
involved or complex. Being scholarly is not being verbose,
ambiguous, pedantic or pompous. Long-windedness, repetitions
and digressions have no place in an essay.

Unity

Anessay appeals to the reader as a unified composition when
the fundamental interest which determines the writer’s subject
permeates the entire composition. It indicates that his ideas about
his subject are organic and that he is not scatter-brained. The
first step towards gaining unity is to limit and fix the subject:
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| step is not to talk about what is irrelevant. Ideas
L |

pear directly on the subject must not be brought
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com ive discourse has not only unity but also continuity,

, elements of the writing stick together. One sentence
to the next, paragraphs follow a logical sequence,
h\u&ll]; - jeas merge together. The sentences and paragraphs

4 fitas tightly as the teeth of a zipper.
ult

ugh unity and coherence are ultimately related, it is
Tho hing a distinction between them. When we speak of
worth " refer primarily to the relation of the ideas to the subject.
anityr ee speﬂk of coherence, we refer primarily to the

Whel’;Zati on of the ideas so as to give a continuous development
orgd
o the subject

Fach section of an essay sh_ould fit into the general pattern.

an begin @ paragraph, with some reference to what has

e pefore. A repetition or rephrasing an idea from the

gone ding paragraph will provide a link. Transitional words and

Precies can.be used to show the logical relationship and connect

ti?erjgaragraphs. However, beginning every paragraph with a
ransitional word is not desirable.

EmphaSiS

The principle of emphasis is used to add the intended scale
of importance to certain elements. There is a foreground and
background of interest and the writer should be careful to place
each item in its proper location. Repetition .of ideas is @ method
followed to emphasize but the repetition should not become
mechanical and dull. Emphasis through irresponsible
exaggeration always repels the reader. So, the writer should
ensure that the matter emphasized is worth emphasizing.

Interest

Interest is captured and sustained through clear and
coherent writing and forceful and fresh expression. Dullness
and monotony arise due to the following three drawbacks-,
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y ol ideas, monotonous sentence structure and hm]'h'd
(he tirst draw back can be easily remedieg b
Lh'(.l*\lk)lhll dlld L”\Pl‘n}\l‘-latt‘ use of figul_u'l
h and Jehberate variation n sentence hi’}%"”“”%‘* ang

Jhe the essay interesting,. A sparkle of zeg .
rough vigorous vocabulary, frequentyy,
fourful words for over-ygeq

inadequa
vocabulary
s\x}‘.plvnwnlmg ideas
ol \P(‘('L
structures will m
writng 1% attained th
matter of substituting

EXPressions
Classification of Essays

On the basis of the subj
into the following seven categories
1. Expository

Art exposit
topic. It explains what some

works. Expository wirting isafo

precise or €0
ect-matter the essays can be classifieg

ory essay defines, explains and interprets a given
: thing is, how it is made or how it
rmal style of writing. Its purpoge
is instruction, not entertainment. It must have a well-thought-
out plan and it must be clear and précise. The writer may
interpret giving examples, stating reasons and answering
questions.

(eg) Essays on institutions, industries and occupations;
scientific topics such as gravitation and evolution; literarv topics
such as the style of an essay and nature of poetry are all expository

in nature.

2. Descriptive

A descriptive essay describes a person, & place or an object
4 condition and so on. It paints a picture in w srds. The
description can be trom parts to whale ot from whoie to parts,

Fiyiyve s

But it leaves p’imh,A‘Q.,rnplu; representation ot the topic
described, in the reader’s mind.

(eg) Essays on animals, plants, towns, countries etc.

3. Narrative

A narrative essay, as the name suggests, relates or narrates
an event or happening, It is concerned with what, where and
how, Illw common features in a narration are the references t0
place, time, characters, action and the etfects of the action.
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on [‘rrw'wl experiences hke mountaineering,
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o (urrent events like accidents and rz':.e--;_ft;n;-;~ are
i jed 1M news papers Historical events, stornes and
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] et e a}s0 T yrrative 1 nature
Jhies ¢
]
;ntal1v
xrﬂumtn :
$ 7 ent is nee ded when there 1s difference of opiniom.
AT i
A1) {_".H of ”)_‘uml_ntdh.l 'ssavs | ha bwo sides” one
or ind the other opposing. For cxample Is TV 2 Boon
rting )
Pr a?”
. Bane- _ ) _
" the end the writer gives a conclusion of nis owT
At the
i fection is a thought or an idea that arises in the minc
ft .
| reflective €553y contains thowwm wh L_‘H are generauyv
:.’;,,ad in nature
. ) Bacon’s €55aV> ‘On Friendship’, ‘On Adversity’ 'On
L . . - -
- etc Social, polltlcal and domestic topics like ca:*e;ar:*:
f”a} sm, democracy, marriage, education are all reflective m
gt | and theological topics also come vn.ier

Sture. Philosophica
s Categor}‘

;. Imaginative

s based on imagination and assumption come under

Essay
this category.
(eg) “1f | were the P.M. of India”, “1f | become a nlm hero”.

- Fvaluative
of essav is evaluative in nature. (1l Whv do

(eg) This type
d? (i1) Working conditions in industnes.

<entists go abroa
Write essays on the following topics using the hints given
below.

L. Child labour

hild labhour — social evil Article 24 of Consitution forbids
covment of children under 14 but child labour on the
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Solution role of Government and Social W““'r
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Orgamizations — protective laws — deterrent punishmeny for

viodation of law.

2. The importance of newspapers

Newspapers extremely useful — cheapest medium
tormation — news shortened form of north, east, west, sy
— gives news about the happenings of the world — sitting in
chair vou see the world regional, national and international nesy
educative and entertaining.

Variety of news — sports, education, politics, public
opinion, culture etc.

The articles and editorials educate the readers and shape
their thinking.

Latest developments in Science and Technology — business
advertisement useful media in a democracy.

Read the sample essay given below and understand its
composition with the help of the analysis following it.

Importance of Physical Exercise

‘Health is wealth’, and ‘A sound mind in a sound bodv’ arc
popular savings, When our body is in pertect health, our nund
o work well, Physical exercise 1s an important tactor that
YUY | |y ]tl
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Lpames help a great deal in giving evercise to the

ri arts of our body, By domyg exercise muscles expand

ract There s pood arealation ot blood throughout the
natorials are removed.
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POV S A gitl [‘l\l\ outdoot games then [imb

' TS hey breathe m more air than they mu‘nm“\
ceames their bodies attamn proper 1‘,l(\.\\t}i. It
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I our edueali
| l‘ll“‘l in our educational systen,
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\ﬂ"lysis of the given essay
I u

'”lplll’,lﬂ Y

The two proverbial stalements nsed i )
' Wmntroduactyg
. . R A 1 L] ) l[
Hﬂmvd'*‘“]-v arrest the attention of the readers The reador |
| | r o - o “reader 1%
mlmmlml to know the significance of these statments gs 1
: v I Il‘y

N Y ] YR ,
" calid and acceple d as correct by senerations, The Importanc
. ' Twelee 14 \ i L 4
l ph\'-’*‘ml exercise 1s at once emphasise
DL '

The body of the essay contains (hree Paragraphs, The firgt
aragraph talks about the uses of physical exercise, The m.)'(t
Lragraph says how physical exercise can help both in the
Jvsical and mental well-being of boys and girls in particular
e next ]mmgmph establishes the fact (hat physical exercise is.

e essential for old people also.

The concluding paragraph emphasises the established facl
that p]‘l\'.‘sit‘.ll exercise 1s quite inevitable to maintain sound body
ond sound mind. Hence, it has been made a compulsory subject

in the educaitonal system,

This essay is well-organised with unity of thought. Each
paragraph elaborates only one idea and all the elaborations are
relevant to the topic. There is an order and Jogic and the whole
essav is coherent. This essay, if needed, can be madc a longer
neif more details, illustrations and data are added to each idea.

The conclusion is simple, clear and direct.
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¢ following essay and understand how they i

Analyse the various compqnents of the essay
t out the merits and demerits of

Read th
structured. ;
as done above and poin
its composition. |
Gtudents and Social Service
should live with others wiy,
rit of co-operation and service. [t1s out Vdut\ to render help
ho suffer much. The spint oF SCIvice can by
are voung Students the tuture pillary
sty by doing soctal service, e
Thev can serve the society i

Man is a soaal animal and he

a spi
to our fellow men w
cultivated when wi

any country, can hely
have enthusiasm and vigour

y the soCn

number of way!

Students can serve during, local festivals, They can serve by

assisting the policem i in regulating the crow d. Missing childrey,
mav be traced and handed over to thet pan'nlw. Fiest and can be
given to the nured Drnking water can be supplivd to people

Students can devote their leisure in teaching those who do
not know how to read and wrte. Fven children who have left
their studfes m the middle can also be attended to. Students can
select villages nearby, visit them regularly and teach the villagers

how to keep their houses and surroundings clean.

Students can help in laying roads, deepening the reservoirs
and strengtherning the tank bolds. Cleaning temples, visiting
hospitals and speaking comforting words to the sick and
controlling tratfic are some other kinds of social service.

Movements like the Scouts, the Junior Red Cross, National
Service Scheme train the pupils to do selfless social service.
Students can join these movements and do good service to the
society. By taking active part in social service, students can learn
a lot in life and train themselves to become good citizens.

Write essays on the following topics:
[. Unemplovment Problem

2. Population Explosion
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Nu[i()lldl [ntegration

: [mpact of Science on the Modern [ jfe
a ]‘;[Winmmvntal Pollution

‘. ghould Students Participate in Politics?
7 (ndia and Her Neighbours

g IfIwere the Prime Minister of India,

g The Status of Women in India

0. [ealth is Wealth.

(1. Information Technology Revolution

12 Television-A Benefit or a Curse?

13, India and Space Research

14, [ducational Reforms

(5. Llectoral Reforms

(6. Examination Reforms

17. India’s Contribution to the Unity of the World h
18. Human Values

19. Hostel Life-A Boon or A Bane?

20, Compulsory Military Training to the Youth in India
21. Childhood Memories

22. Future of English in India

23. Pleasures of Reading

24. Corruption and Public Administration

25. Privatisation — is it [nevitable?
* %k




