


























ISLA M 

all on its absolute simplicity: it is reduced to the simplest 

"there is no god but Allah, and Mohammed is his prophet.") 

The power of the religion of Mohammed, Islam, rests above 

First, the absolute unity and omnipotence of God: elements. 

god 
Allah is "the Beneficent, the Merciful." (Second, the paramount 
importance of the life to come, this life being a time of trial 

and testing: the after-life will be either Hell in the fires of and 

which unbelievers will burn eternally or the shaded, well-watered 

and fertile gardens of Paradise, in which the faithful will enjoy 
all they desire. 

belonging-together, all social distinctions being done away with. 

Fourth, 

Third, there is a brotherhood of all Muslims, a 

the absolute necessity of prayer and worshipp 
in common, to ensure a common adherence to Allah and his 

teaching and also social solidarity. 

that a Muslim must fulfil if he is to be reckoned a true and 
loyal believer: prayers daily five times with the due number of 
prostrations and facing in the direction of Mecca; the recitation 
of the Koran; the fast of Ramadan for a month; a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, if possible; and alms-giving. 

Fifth, there are five duties 
and 

The Koran is the Bible of Islam. The word means Reading 
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iocourse. The Muslim view is that the Koran 
or Lecture or Discourse 

is the word of Allah, the revelation made to Moham Mohammed throug 
aries. the angel Gabriel and dictated by Mohammed to ough 

The later arrangement 
of the Koranic chapters or Steod 

order of their length, the longest coming first, As 

contents the chapters are 
divided 

As regards their 
divided into two groups: the Mecca 

and Surahs, about 90 in number, are mostly short, inei 

character; the Medi. 

nese Surahs, about 24 in number, are long and legal in ch. 

There are also historical narratives in the Koran, and 
impassioned and are religious and moral in character:. 

gal in character 

the Christian Bi 
for the most part have their parallels in 

among the Old Testament characters Adam, Noah, Abrab 

b 
Ishmael, Lot, Joseph, Moses, Saul, David, Solomon, Elias L 

and Jonah figure prominently; of the New Testament character

esus the only ones emphasized are Zacharias, John the Baptist. Iecu 

(Isa) and Mary (Miriam). The Koran was meant for oral 

recitation, public and private, for explanation and instruction 

Allah's prerogatives are set forth in the Koran. In himself 

he is the One, the Self-Sufficing, the Eternal, the All-Embracino 

the Exalted, the Infallible: in his relation to men, he is the 

Originator, the Shaper, the Giver of life and of death, the 

Assembler of all at the last judgment, the Rewarder, the Puni- 

At the sher, the Compassionate One, the Answerer of prayer. 

beginning of nearly every Surah Allah is spoken of as "the 

Beneficent, the Merciful." It is taught in Islam that human 

society is without value save that with which Allah has endowed 

it as man's proving ground for eternal salvation: the whole of 

human life is an opportunity for submission to the will and 
Allah is and will always remain transcendent; 

and a true Muslim will seek not to identify himself with Allah, 
but rather to be always a soldier on active service for Allah. 

The full development of Mohammed's teaching and the or- 

ganization of the Muslim community were a gradual procesSs. 
The crisis of his career came with the Hegira in 622 when his 

teaching was repudiated by the Quereishis(and he was driven 
out of Mecca and took refuge with a few faithful followers in 

Medina. The year 622 became the starting-point of all Muslim 
chronology. It was in Medina that Mohammed was the 

service of God. 



1SLAM AND THE ARABIC CIVILIZAT1ON 139 

Prophet of Allah, and ruler, legislator and leader of the people: 

munity took form as a political society that he sent out raiding parties that 
of Islam on its career 

and it 
vas from there 

secular power 

skirmishes of the next few years (622-630) the whole future 

absoro 
With the cessation of tribal feuds and 

nities 
warfare a tremen- 

in Medina the 

started the In the desert 

wn Asia and north Africa was decided; for from the e Mecca (630) Islam became a conquering force that 

of western Asi 

taking of Mec 

ited all the tribal communities of Arabia. 
absort and unite 

dous wave of 

ing countrie auntries. The extraordinary success and rapidity of Muslim 
sion were due 

energy was liberated and swept over the surround- 

to two principal factors: the warlike spirit 
the intense religious enthusiasm which made 

ehad) a supreme act of consecration and self- 

expa 

of the Arab and 

the holy war (jeh 

sacrifice. 

THE ISLAMIC EMPIRE 

Mahammed himself had led Some 27 campaigns in person and 

had organized some 38 other campaigns which he deputed his 

close associates to lead. When he died in 632 the whole of 
Arabia had been conquered and won over to Islam. Under 

his immediate successors, the first four Caliphs, who ruled from 

632 to 661, Syria, Palestine, Mesopotamia, Persia and Egypt 
were conquered. During the rule of the Ummayad dynasty 

(661-750) there wasa vast expansion of the Empire by the 
conquest of North Africa, Spain, South France, Transoxiana and 

Had the Punjab: Damascus in Syria was set up as the capital. 
the great battle fought at Tours in 732 been won by the Arabs 
and not by Charles Martel, the whole of France might have 

been overrun and the forces of Islam might have swept further 

north. It must be noted that at the time and because of the 

Ummayad succession the great schism among Muslims took place, 
the Shias who supported the succession of the line of Moham- 

med and the Sunnis who claimed to be the more orthodox 
Muslims and supported the Ummayad claim. In a matter of 

a little over a century from the death of Mohammed the Arab 

Empire extended from Spain in the west to the Punjab in t 
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140 a phenomenal achi 

east with the Byzantine 
Empire 

left out a pheno 

evement. 

Thus the dynasty 
principally 

responsible for the Vael 

sion of the Empire 
was the 

Ummayad: their si. 

Abbasids or the 
Abbasid 

Caliphate 
(750-1258) 

development 
of the great 

cosImopolitan 
Islamic culture 

were to be found 
elements 

from Syrian, Mesopotami 

vast expar 
ccessors, the 

0-1258), vitnessed the 
ic culture, in which 

om Syrian, Mesopotamian, Persian, ersian, 

Byzantine, 
North 

African or Berber, spanish and Turkish 

tures. 
The capital of the Empire 

was shifted from D 
Cul. 

Spanish and Turkish cul- 

to Baghdad.) 
Mesopotamia, 

it should be recalled, was a verie 
ascus 

was set up in Baghdad 

ble 
time of the 

Sumerians 
had left its traces. 

(There Was set up in Baoh 

from a variety of 

palimpsest, 
on 

which every 
civilization 

since the time 

a 

Wisdom, a 
very 

famous 
institution 

known as the House of Wic 

cultural 

backgrounds 
and were either 

Muslims, 
Jews or Christians 

atly 
cultural 

centre for scholars who came fro a variety of 

they ns 

all used Arabic as the medium ot 
communication and greatl 

Teaching and scholarly work was done 

in Philosophy, LaW, Mathematics, Astronomy, Medicine and 

Chemistry. 
Thus for more than 400 years during the Abbasid 

Caliphate the intellectual leadership of the world was with 

the people living in the Islamic Empire; and it was through the 

medium of Arabic that the scientific tradition in western Europe 

derived its origin. But it should be remembered that when 

we speak of Arabic medicine or Arabic mathematics or Arabic 

philosophy we mean that body ot knowledge enshrined in books 

written in the Arabic language by scholars who were Persians 

Syrians, Egyptians or Arabs and drew their material from Greek 

Aramacan, Persian, Indian and other sources.The country 

of western Europe that came most and was longest under the 

influence of Arab culture was Spain: it is no wonder that 

having been under Arab (Moorish) rule for nearly 700 years 

the Spanish landscape and people should even to our own day 

bear strong traces of Arab cultural and even racial influences. 

At Baghdad also was established a kind of international trading 

centre, where merchandise from all parts of the Empire and 

from countries far beyond the confines of the Empire was bought 

and sold: porcelain, paper, silk and the silk-worm from China; 

rice, wood and metal work from India; spices from the East 

enriched that language. 
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east with the Byzantine 
Empire 

left 
out- a phenomenal 

he vast expan- 

a nomenal achi- 

Thus the dynasty 
principally 

responsible 
for the Vast o. 

Successors, th 
evement. 

sion of the Empire was the Ummayad: 
their successors, 

Abbasids or the Abbasid 
Caliphate 

(750-1258), witnessed 

Mesopotamian, Persia 

1258), witnessed the 
ch 

development of the great 
cosmopolitan 

Islamic culture, in which 

were to be found 
elements from Syrian, Mesopotamian, Persian 

Byzantine, North African or Berber, Spanish and Turkish cul 

tures. The capital of the Empire was shited from Damascue us 

to Baghdad. Mesopotamia, it 
should be recalled, was a veritahia 

palimpsest, on which every civilization 
since the time of the 

Sumerians had left its traces.There was set up in Baghdad 

very famous institution known as the House of Wisdom, a 

cultural centre for scholars who came from a variety of cultural 

backgrounds and were either Muslims, Jews or Christians: they 

all used Arabic as the medium of communication and greatly 

a 

enriched that language. Teaching and scholarly work was done 

in Philosophy, Law, Mathematics, Astronomy, Medicine and 

Chemistry. Thus for more than 400 years during the Abbasid 

Caliphate the intellectual leadership of the world was with 

the people living in the Islamic Empire; and it was through the 

medium of Arabic that the scientific tradition in western Europe 

derived its origin. But it should be remembered that when 

we speak of Arabic medicine or Arabic mathematics or Arabic 

philosophy we mean that body of knowledge enshrined in books 

written in the Arabic language by scholars who were Persians, 

Syrians, Egyptians or Arabs and drew their material from Greek, 
Aramaean, Persian, Indian and other sources. The country 
of western Europe that came most and was longest under the 

influence of Arab culture was Spain: it is no wonder that 

having been under Arab (Moorish) rule for nearly 700 years 

the Spanish landscape and people should even to our own day 

bear strong traces of Arab cultural and even racial influences. 

At Baghdad also was established a kind of international trading 
centre, where merchandise from all parts of the Empire and 

from countries far beyond the confines of the Empire was bought 
and sold: porcelain, paper, silk and the silk-worm from China; 

rice, wood and metal work from India; spices from the East 
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were 
notorio slave-traders); honey, wax and furs from Russia. 

uiarv, ebony, gold and slaves from Africa (the Arabs 
Tndic 

Arab traders were valuable intermediaries between the and the Far West. The name Arabian Sea still bears ta their great activity as traders. Their exports were 

Far East and the 

witness to th 

witn ar, brocades, rugs, steel daggers and swords, glassware, cotton and 

Seandinavia, Germany and Russia. 

dates, sugar, 

and woollen goods. Arab coins have been found in 

DECLINE AND FALL 

Islam n the religion Mohammed gave to Arabia, supplied a great 
need of the people nhabiting that peninsula: it gave them a most remarkable nost remarkable solidarity and cohesion that was at once reli-
ojous, moral, social, political and military. What helped very much in achieving this was the utter simplicity and the clear 
much in achi 

egorical character ot its teaching, beliefs and worship. An 
ategorical cha 

integral part of the religion ot Islam were its proselytizing zeal, 
drive and jehad: all these, together with the strength that came 
from new-found cohesiveness, sent Islam forth on its career 
from new-found 

of conquest and conversion into lands that were rich and luring, 
but that were inhabited by peoples in cultural decline, politically disunited and militarily weak. Further, the immediate successors 

of Mohammed and the early Ummayads were able and energetic 
rulers and leaders, while the Abbasids showed great breadth of 
vision and were tolerant to the various groups within the Empire. 
These are the main factors that explain the remarkable rise 
and growth of the Arab Empire and of Arabic culture. 

But what is the explanation of its decline and fall? We 
know that it is a law of history that no empire lasts forever: 
every empire has its period, long or short, of growth and deve-

lopment; it reaches its peak; then there is a sort of plateau, 
and there follow its inevitable decline, collapse and disappea-
rance. The Arab Empire, like the Roman Empire before it, 
had become too vast and unwieldy, thus raising the formidable 
problem of government, administration and communications. 
Arab government was largely based on the personality of the 
Caliphs rather than on institutions. Besides, the cost of 
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was ever 

increasing. with the result that higher taxes had er 

ncia-

government, 
administration and military defence 

higher taxes had to be 

levied from subject populations. Again, localism or provin 
during period 

lism asserted itself more and more particularly during 

of weak central government and ot decline: provincial govern 

CO- made a bid for autonomy and independence with the active o 

kness operation of local populations. A further source of weakn 

were the numerous rival sects within islam; this disunion encoe 

aged Christian populations to unite and rise in revolt gainst 
Muslim rulers. Finally, it was the fierce Seljuk Turks thas 

The Seljuks were 
delivered the death-blow to the Arab Empire. The Seljuks were 

ey themselves converted to Islam, but not to Islamic culture: the 

were far from being tolerant in their atitude to other religions 

The Seljuks in their turn were overwhelmed by the Ottoman 

Turks, whose empire lasted in a half-living, halt-dying condition 

till the end of the First World War. 

CONCLUSION 

Without Mohammed's work the Arabs could never have 

attained the unity and religious impulse which rendered them 

irresistible, and drove them to carve out an empire in three 

continents, Asia, Africa and Europe, that rivalled the Roman 

Empire in size, though not in efficient government. Arabic 

culture, i.e. culture evolved through the medium of the Arabic 
language, was dominated by Islam and its outlook on life; 

but it contained many rich secular elements, like mathematics 

and astronomy, chemistry and medicine, philosophy and law. This 

sensitivity of Arabic culture to other cultures and its readiness to 

absorb and assimilate elements from them indicate the spirit of 
tolerance of the Arab rulers and people: Islam was content to be 

the dominant religion in an empire and society embracing many 
faiths. Non-Arabs were judged according to their own law, 

legal customs and traditions. It was this quality of tolerance 
that made it possible for the Empire to be a most influential and 

effective transmitter of a variegated culture. Indeed, if western

Europe had had to discover for itself all that the Arabic-speaking 
people had taught it, the civilization of the West might well have 
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been 
delayed for several centuries. 

urope and played a dominant role in the sixteenth century. 
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It is significant that Spain 
rule became the richest and most advanced country der Arab rule 

in 
Briefly 

then, taking Arabic culture as a whole, it can be said 

in Europe and 

that it 
was assimilative rather than original; and the significance 

important 
istoric function the Arabs were second only to the 

pire lay in this that it provided the framework of the Arab 

o nrocess of cultural assimilation and dissemination: in this 

RomansS. 
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