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He protected his empire from aggr
Fevolts from within, He established peace and orc

ed the material and moral welfare of his subjects,

Ao Standing Army: He found that 8 standing army was far
beyond his sourees, and o for defending his empire he threw the
responsibility on his eounts, over whom he exercised vigilant super-
vision.  While he did not compel all and sundry to bear arms, be
Usked every free-man who owned property above a certain size to
Provide himself with military equipment and be ready to fight under
his count whenever he called for an army.

_ Iddmiui:trnm.-c Barons: The emperor saw that he had the un-
fuiling eco-operation of the mobles and the clergy, and carried on
the administration with the help of the administrative barons, the
“"'l'ﬂwthn] or chief of the palace, the Count Palatine or the echief
Justice, the Palsgraves or the judges of the palace court, a large
niumber of learned men, clerks and servants, He did not econcen-
trate all power in his own hands, but left much power in the hands
of the counts and gave considerable seope for local self-government.

: fl_"ﬂﬂnﬁn: _Fnr administrative convenience, he divided his em.
:;:ﬁnmw eounties. In each county, a Count was put in charge of
m.m r q;l:am and Bh;uhnp or ,ﬁh':hliisl_mp in charge of spiritual af-
tve : pmbh@-nrlden frontier or marches were placed under
e o ui-!pgml_‘ﬂ_mmnu, He carefully selected the Connts

il Bishops, and devised ways and means to see that they did not

osgion from without anil
fer, and promot-

entertain the great ambition of becoming independent rulers.
Assemblies: Charlemague held periodical assembles of s
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il probiles o property-pwners in the apen alr nt Aachien, Worms,
At these meetings the nobles

Vialenciennes, Paderborn amd (leneva
ani the higher clergy wore expected to report to him uhout the im-
o portant happenings like revolts in their respective arens of jurisdie-
tion, The king s ofivers following the custom of aneient Rome call-
ed the leading eitizens for conduoting an inguiry into taxable wealth,
the Inw and order sttantion, and othee important matters

Maxst Domimied:  To ensure that administration was carried on
efficiently and honestly, and to bring to book disobedient and corrupt
oificials, Charlemagne sent special touring officials known as Missi
Domimer to the various parts of the empire, T]'u_':r' usially travelled
together an pairs,  One of them was a olergyv-man and the other a
layman, a Bishop and a Count. They conveyed to the local officials
the orders of the king, reviewed their actions, entertained eomplaints,
hunted down robbers, reported on the morals of the clergy, protect-
ed people from corruption and ]]ighh&udednEEﬂJ FaAVE relief to ﬂ_‘le

poor, and shielded the people from general tyranny. Their main
duty was to inspeet the administration in the church and in the

"

state,

Capitularies: He issued special decrees or laws called Capitul-
aries based on Christian principles and German traditions. The
sixty-five Capitularies that have survived deal with agrienlture, in-
dustry, finanes, money-lending and usury, edueation, religion, sla-
very and morality, These superseding the loeal laws brought about
uniformity in administration,

Poor Relief: He showed special concern for the poor and made
provision for poor relief, for which nobles and the ¢lergy were tax-
ed. At the same time beggary was made a crime.

Trade and Commerce:  Steps were taken to encourage trade and
eommerce, Reforms were made for the protection of fairs, regula-
tion of prices, weights and measures, collection of tolls, checking

of speculation in futures, and stability of enrrency. Roads and
bridges were constructed and well maintained, and water-ways were
thrown open to commerce. A bridge was built on the Rhine at
Mainze, and a plan was made to build a eanal between the Rhine
and the Danube, which would link the North Sea with the Black Sea.

Harun Al Rashid: Good relations were maintained with other
states. Charlemagne and Caliph Harun al Rashid, the greatest
Caliph of Baghdad, were on friendly terms, and they exchanged
letters and gifts.

We eannot judge Charlemagne’s administration by modern
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his great efforts to

results.

He loved subjects like geography, astronomy and history.

Help of Scholars: Tlliteracy Was populsive to hin, ar;l elf::::
were made to spread education #WONS the pfn[;ledan,i the lov
Jplars and invited forenn

clergy. He loved the company of se %

scholars to organize schools and revive the learning of France. IIme

Offa of Mereia in England had sent the great scholar Aleuin of

York (735-804) on a mission to Charlemagne, Who reques
also reques

temptad him to stay at his court. He ted Paul, the Dva-
gon of the monastery of Monte Uassino, to stay aud hetp him ir the
teachers were €I

field of education. Both these eminent ployed in
the royal palace school organized by Charlemagne at Agchen, Other

teachers who helped him were Peter of Pisa and Theodolphus of Spain.

The emperor tried to have more teachers and collect & large num-
ber of books The palace school became an active centre of learu-
ing, where much interest was shown in studies, and in the revision
and cepying of manuseripts. The stadents of the school ineluded
the émperor himself, his queen Liutzard. his daughter Gisela, his
gons, and Einhard.
- Sehool at Tours: Alenin was appointed Abbot of Tours (796)
after he had served for eight years in the palace school. The great
sehool at Tours served as a model for the other schools in the em-
~ pire. Under his guidance, monks were encouraged to be more learn-
' to take out better and more precise copies of the Vulgafe




Cnarlemidomi TR lﬂl

of Jerome and the Lantin Fathers and of the Latin classies. The
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men, and subjeets like gramonar, musio and arithmetic wera to b
tatight.  Another Capitulary ordered that sons of free-men and
seris were to sit on the same bench in the elemontary, sehools, and
they should be treated equally. The emperor took interest in &ei-
ence and issued w Capitulary in favour of medical education. Ae-
cording to the eontemporary standards, the schools did well. It may
be noted here that in his keen interest in spreading edueation every-
where o lus empire, Charlemaens sowed seeds of the future omi-
versities and centres of learning in Europe,

Personal Interest: Charlomagne himself went round to take
personal mterest In educational activities and be sure that schools
wire run properly and students diligently stodied in them. He
visited schools, spoke appreciatively about industrious boys and re-
primanded the lazy ones who neglected their studies. While giv-
ing a bit of his mind ,on one oceasion, he said to the sons of nobles:
“Tou have neglected the study of literature, while you have given
vourself to luxury and idleness....By the Kingdom of Heaven, I
care nothing for your noble birth and handsome faces, let others
prize them as they may."

In a hig empire rampant with illiteracy, Charlemagne's efforts
brought about an intellectual revival.

Obstaeles: Learning had several obstacles. Printing was not
known, and manuseripts had to be laboriously eopied at places eall-
ed Seriptoria, which were generally loeated in monasteries. An.
othor great drawback in the fleld of learning was the religious eolour
education had. This was because learned men were generally clergy-
men, The chief aim of learning was to knmow Latin, the language
of the Bible and of the church. Little effort was made to serve
the secular learning of classical Greece and Rome.

E. ART AND ARCHITECTURE

m-:mﬁ-ﬂ-n motivating foree to encourage art and ar-
chitecture. Charlemagne as & Christian king built many churches,
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[talian Arehitects: | |”_r|,.".,|;rrl-'“ built churches, cathedraly,
whitapls e b
employed several Italian AK hite sque archites.
monsstie sehools and bridges, anil l[uh-hl;h-n[ Homanesi

buildings of Charle-

fure,
greal

magne were perhaps planned and -‘-ﬂi”'r"-l'wl] oy h":.ht:::l :::rli-:r
gelbeim and Nijmegen palaces wera "”r"'m“l!.ﬂl' ol il lemi iu.
palace and chapel were built, These “”“"f"d r""; " {I;Ir;?ﬂ_l;i 4,.n;'
and only the bombing during the Second "ﬂruriq War (L ..P.h 2,
could destroy them. These structures bore the influence of Dyzan.
tine and Syrian styles. _
Mugic: He loved music, and was an amatear 0f church musie,

F. CHARLEMAGNE AND THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE

The Church busked in the sunshine of Charlemagne s rule. The

birth of the so-called Holy Roman Empire was one of the most Ef_ﬂﬂ_i-
ficant events of his time. In fact it was the greatest event of his

life.

Ths construction of many of the

Champion of Christianity: Charlemagne, an enthusiastic and
powerful champion of Christisnity, wished to brieg the whole of

Europe into the Christian fold. He had the zeal of a missionary
and did not mind using ruthless wethods to spread it. When the Sa-
Xons were conguered, he held two alternatives before them: bapt-
1sm and death, After beheading 4,500 Saxons in one day, he went
to Thionville for the eelebration of Christmas.

.ﬂt'!‘y of God: He wished to establish a Christian empire ans-
wering to the deseription of the ideal Christian kingdom depicted
in The City of God by 5t Augustine,

E:_alp:. He had sympathy for Christians, and sent monev to
needy Christians in foreign eountries,

__*Hm.l'ﬂ-r af i‘.'ﬂ:-uml'::. While he generously belped the Churel
he JFBIWHJ' guarded ]'ua power and wished to be the master nfl
the fhnreh He }:apt & vigilant eye on the Pope and the clorgy
;:t: h:uffi dlr;nttrm to them. He took steps to uphold authority

P ; i .
and monasteries and put down laxity and immarality,

Crowning .j!il'f_ Charles: An event of extraordinary importance
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December 86, 795, They levelled serions charges
'1"1'.1_' Hr'lll perJury AEmist hime mmdd on -'1||”|| '_'I;_!I 1048 th"rf iu.l-l.r|.'.‘,|'.||.
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od him in n monastery, Leo escaped, fled over the
and begged the protection of Charlemagne al Paderborn
Pope denying the allegations aguinst him on solemn oath, { Tharle-

magne, who went to Reme on November 24, a0, absolved him of

the charges.

Charlemagne celebrated Christmas in Rome 1n g00. On the
Christmas day in 800, as the emperor was |1'1‘H}'ir:|2' nefore St Otor's
altar at the solemn mass, Pope Leo 111, who wanted to ghow lis
gratitude to him sprang a surprise by suddenly plaging on the em-
peror's head a jewelled crown and proelaiming him Holy Roman

At this dramatised coronation, as instructed earlier, the
congregation consisting of elergy, Franks and Romans shouted in Joy-
(Jod the

ous approval. ‘‘Hail Charles the Augustus, erowned by

great and pegee-bringing Emperor of the Romans.”’ The Pope
hailed him as Emperor and Augustos and gave him homage. Saeh
homage was given only to the Byzantine emperor since 476, when
Rome fell into barbarian hands. The Holy Roman empire in which
the church and state were partners took birth,

Significance of Coronation: The erowning of Charlemagne had
sremendons religions and symbolie value. It cemented the Chureh-
Sigte friendship and ereated an era of peace and stability; but at
the same time it sowed the seed of great eonfliet between the so-
called Holy Roman Emperors and the Popes. Qame of the fuinre
Popes felt and clearly proclaimed that they were more powerful
thar the Emperors and that spiritual power was higher than the
temporal. They claimed for the Church a place higher than the
State, Tt was argned that if the Pope had the authority to crown
the Emperor, he had also the authority to withhold the crown from
him, The king himself was unhappy about the coronation, and he
said to Einhard that he woild not have come to the chureh had
he known about the Pope’s plan. He was fully aware of the impli-
cation that the Pope, who crowned him, was superior to him. It
was the first time that an emperor was crowned by & Pope.

i the

Emperor
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The immediate effect of the coronation was favourable to I']'Fur[;._

as he was hailed as the protector and guardian of the Chris-
Many subjects, who doubted the basis of his authority

MmAgno,
tian Laith
now accepted his power as legal.

A far as Charlemagne was concerned, he continued to domi-
nate over the chureh, and nothing could reduce his authority. The
danger to king's power arose only in the future,

Effect on Byzanlium: The coronation had an adverse effect on
the Byzantine empire, It put an end to the political suzerainty of
the Byzantine empire over the Pope. Charlemagne in the eyes of
the Bastern Roman emperor was nothing bat a usurper of his power,
It also marked the final step in separating the Byzantine empire
from Rome.

G. ESTIMATE OF CHARLEMAGNE

Charlemagne, the greatest European monarch in the 8th een-
tary, was an indefatigable general, wise and benevolent ruler, pat-
ron of learning and art, and practical and farsighted statesman.
He was & maker of history, As a writer has remarked: ‘‘He stands
at the end of ome age, and at the beginning of another, and what
he did was the foundation of all the future history of Burope.”
When he rose as a great monarch after Burope had witnessed ter-
rible destruction by barbarians, people regarded him as a beacon
light, It was owing to him that the dark clonds of barbarian anar-
chv began to elear, and Europe could once again wo back to the track
of eivilization and culture. He had all the physieal and mental
qualities to rule over a great empire. His great stature was proved
after his death, when none of his suecessors conld hold the warious
parts of his realm. Obviously they were pigmies before him.

Like King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, he and
his knights, Roland and Oliver, became famous in Romantie litera-
ture.

However, he sl Granbaiki: At tines 56 was inordinately
eruel. The ruthless methods he adopted to propagate Christianity,
mmdimth?rhuﬂ?mtmhh&dhnw His
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morals were low even according to the standard ot his days, and
his court was connected with several scandals. But his moral lapses
did not interfere in his political and military affairs.

After Charlemagne: Two of the three sons of (Charlemagne
died during his life time, Pepin in 810 and Charles in 811. The
throne went to Louis, who was kind and generous. Being too good,
Louis, who earned the epithet Pious, was unable to maintain the in-
teerity of his empire. After his death, civil war broke out among
his sons, and by the Treaty of Verdun in 843 the empire was divid-

ed into three parts: France, Germany and Italy.
The empire was plagued by Muslims, who eaptured Sicily and
raided Italy and France. The Slavs, the Hungarians and the other

peoples brought disruption and anarchy. Among free-booters, the
Vikings or the pirates of Denmark and Sweden were the worst.

In this disorder, feudalism rose.

The death of Charlemagne did not end the Holy Roman Em-
pire. Its myth continued for a thousand years with many ups and

dows,
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: d .
:::;:;m and to lift the people out of darkness and:
(i) FEUDALISM

Feudalism was regarded as one of the most complicated
developments of the middle ages. This system passed
through various stages prior to its downfall. The period
between the eleventh and the thirteenth centuries was known
in European history as the Feudal Age.

There is no unanimous opinion regarding the origin

of feudalism, it oniginated in the dark age. According to one
inion 1l was the ‘rude offspring of anarchy.' It is argued
that the attack of the Barbarians on the more settled part of
Europe necessitated the organisation of an effective defence
by the people of each locality as there was no strong central
power that could push back the invaders, The result of such
improvisation was the political, economic and the social
system called by the name of feudalism. To put it differently,
the continual shocks of war led to the development of

Feudalism. It was mainly a military system to render easy
defence and collection of armies.

Features of Feudalism: Feudalism was founded on two
fundamental ideals: 1. that every man must have a Lord or

suzerain who protects him and whom in turn he serves, 1.

that the holding of land is the basis of all political and social
ts in the districtsor region

relationships. The r peasan
L5 e F'r;h landlords and in this manner

sught protection of the 1
mrmﬁ[ I:i-i:; were established. They formed a part of a
contract between the noblemen ?nd i pmﬁf Exf

: _ rsonal services of the suze

 Peasanis agreed (0 Pered. them protection. Feudalism had
e comelicated  political, economic and socil fea-
ed the lives in all its aspects.
"ihe vassal from a lord as called at

es in the feudal
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barons or Knights, They Were ihe vassals of greal nobles and

margraves. The process 0 |
I-IMEIE one r:achfd the stage of minute parccls of land or

miniature fiefs. |
A feudal contract betweed . links in the chain of
duties for both. In fact many were the lin

feudal allegiance and at every SHE® vassal and u:;r ﬂ:ﬂlﬁiﬁ w;::t;
bound to each other by mutual obligations an I{E B/
instance, the nobles who received land from the '".F-" “f
required in return for their land 0 pay him hﬂl??dgl": d;’r
kneeling before his lord with his hands hetuff:n:rf IS dmhs
hands. This was a sign of luya[t}' and respect an the
acknowledgement of service owed. They had to supply
troops in war time and 1o do military service for a ceriain
number of days in a year, The King was bound to consult
them collectively in all matiers of imporiance.

The sub-tenants who received land from the nobles
were required to do homage 10 their lords and 0 pay him
service by raising his own share of roops which their Lords
had to supply to the King. The lowesl class of vlaﬂa]s.-:—_ihe
agricultural labourers and small tenant-farmers—in addition
to performing specificd personal services had to give a
certain percentage of their crops (0 their lords,

The conguered people occupied the lowest strata of the
feudal structure, In fact, they had no real place in the feudal
system as they were landless. They were serfs or land
slaves. The serfs spent their lives on one estate and served
their master by unpaid labour on his lands. In return for
these services they received a patch of land to cultivate for
themselves.

ord and vassal involved

Inheritance: There were no uniform rules regarding inheri-
tance. It was, however, essential to the feudal system that the
rank and position and land should descend from father 1o
son. Women were also permitted to share in the inheritance

ugh they were incapable of bearing arms. For example in
rance, and Germany the estates of a noble were divided
‘among all his sons. They also held the rank of the noble.
ﬁﬁ o sub-d ~and fragmentation of the estates
‘and Mﬁ{mﬁwﬂw poverty-stricken.

(=
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pobility. For quite sometime estates
among hm_lhf:r.i, but it was usual Lo
of a large hef, including the chief 10
England only the eldest son wae
enjoyed the EIF“.]EW{;: right to the w
the estates or hiels together with the privileges and duties the
feudal organisation of the society was maintained intact from
generalion 1o generabion,

The feudal nobles were conscious of their own heredi-
ary mights and position. They made every attempt to
enhance their power and prestige with a view (o prevent
kingship becoming hereditary. The feudal nobles made
attempts 1o make permanent and effective the principle of
the nobles choosing and deposing the king.

The town-dwellers were outside the feudal system as
they lived by trade. But towns were also drawn into the
feudal system. Since feudalism demanded that the suzerain
be found for every man, town-dwellers were onginally
ireated as serfs under the lord on whose fief their towns were

situated.

and fiefs were divided
grant the principal part
wn, 1o the eldest son. In
regarded as noble and
hole estate. By inheriting

Manor: The feudal society was essentially agricultural as
most people lived in the countryside. Th‘c pe-.:.-ple earned
their livelihood by working on the farms of the feudal lords.
Such farms were called manors and manor was the founda-
tion of the socio-economic system. The manor was owned
cither by a noble or a bishop or an abbot. The cultivators
were lenants, Manors varied in size. T_he lords lived in the
Manor house or castle ordinarily built by wood and by
iwelfth and thirteenth centuries by stone. The castle was
by a moat sp:-mntd by a draw bridge. The
: ; from the manor house.

classed under different
ted of the land reserved
et had a garden of his

te : :I, . " Sl jnmmﬂ ngl fﬂr
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fixed rents to the lord. They pﬂ:lt-:‘.:lpaled in Ihﬁima““fial

court and were fre¢ 10 jake their grevances l.[jﬂ the court o

the King. Beyond the arable l1_mds were meadows on whigy
' se their cows and sheep. On h,

the tenants could gra o
outskirts of the manor WEre woodlands and waste-lands, Th,
renants gathered wood for fuel from these lands.

Under the feudal regime the economic activities of the

people revolved round the manor. The manor WhiLI"! was an
cconomic unit was both self-supporting and self-sufficing,

of Feudalism: In the earhier Middle
h needful and useful. lis great meriy
lies in its simplicity. It was pﬂmaﬁlyg vast mutual-insurance
society. In a barbarous age it supplied a rough-and-ready
method of administration, of defence and of justice and
brought stability 1o an uncertain soctety. It taught the idea
that a man has duties and services © perform, as well as
rights to claim and that it is the duty of the strong t0 protect
their weaker dependants, Further, mutual rights and obliga-
tions of the different classes of the feudal system strength-
ened indirectly in the long run the ideas of liberty and of
limited government. Indeed this very spirit helped not only
preventing the nise of slavery ‘but also did much o gel rid
of the last relics of slavery in Europe’. and 'to gssert the
dignity and worth of every human being within the orbit of
its influence.”

The defeets of feudalism outweighed the meagre ments.
It Hﬁw in establishing arbitrary dominance of a close
hereditary class of landlords who could defy the king of
central authority and © become independent tyrants. This
development came in the way of the growth of well
muﬁlﬂﬂ states. Thcrﬂh of equal universal law Was
- replaced by local usage which the lords administered i<
- 0 their whims and fancies. Feudalism believed 10

T _-';;-__ mmn.m
rI Red war gﬂd
uence, a military
1k *ﬁ' nf
v prani
e the

Merits and Demerits
ages feudalism was bol
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amhiﬁﬂuﬁ nobles. *War, conquest and

preath of life to the nobility." They foughy among themselves
or against the invaders and even against he King himself.
Numerous castles of feudal Europe are trye testimony to the

pressive character of the barons. Feudalism gave an
impetus 1o local and regional spirit which was not conducive
(o the dE\"Elﬂpf}'lEﬂl of the spirit of national patriotism. The
exaltation of anistocracy proved in course of time an obstacle
o democracy and a menace to public peace. Finally,
feudalism was responsible for a fierce struggle between
Church and State, for the Church was also a feudal power
and it also entangled itself in political controversies and
worldly ambitions. In short, “feudalism was a nightmare of
indiscriminate rapine and massacre: it was violent anarchy

perpetuated for their own base advantage by a cruel and
irresponsible aristocracy.”

plunder were the

Decline of Feudalism: Feudalism flourished over a larger
part of Europe for about seven centuries. With the rise of
strong national monarchies at the close of the fifteenth
century feudalism began to loose its infinence as an institu-
tion which supplied the controlling forces and ideas of
European life. In the twelfth century the indulgence in
luxuries pushed up the prices of articles. The lords were
hafdpressed for funds and in their extremity began to free
serfs from certain obligations. They could seek alternative
employment in cities and could obtain their legal freedom
by residence there for a year plus one day. This led to the
fise of middle class and paved the way for the breakdown of

e 1 - -.-.
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ISLAM

rests above

The pow«l of the religion of Mohammed, Islam,
simplicity: it is reduced to the simplest

all on its absolute
First, the absolute unity and omnipotence of God:

elements.
where is no god but Allah, and Mohammed is his prophet.”
Allah is “the Beneficent, the Merciful.,” Second, the paramount
importance of the life to come, this life being a time of trial
and testing : the after-life will be ecither Hell in the fires of
which unbelievers will burn eternally or the shaded., well-watered
and fertile gardens of Paradise, in which the faithful will enjoy
all they desire. Third, there is a brotherhood of all Muslims, a
belonging-together, all social distinctions being done away with.
Fourth, the absolute necessity of prayer and worship
in common, to ensure a common adherence to Allah and his

teaching and also social solidarity. Fifth, there are five duties
that a Muslim must fulfil if he is to be reckoned a true and
loyal believer: prayers daily five times with the due number of
prostrations and facing in the direction of Mecca: the recitation
of the Koran; the fast of Ramadan for a month; a pilgrimage

to Mecca, if possible; and a]ms—giﬁ_ng.
The Koran is the Bible of Islam. The word means Reading
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HMSH;::i.“i'::“::H}“'iwl narratives in the Koran, angd 13|L.:L_,
TWM st part have their paraliels in the Christian Bjpy,
o the Old Testament characters Adam, Noah, Abrabiam,
ishmacl, Lot, Joscph, Moses, Saul, David, I:‘:'UJ'-'”" n, Elias, Jop
and Jomah figure prominently; of lhEINEW l'estament c.hnru::lcr_-,
the only ones emphasized are Zacharias, John the Baptist, Jegys
ﬂﬂ} :l?lld Mary {Miriam). The Koran “flaﬁ maan_t tor oral
cecitation, public and private, for ¢x;planauun and instruction,

Allah's prerogatives are set forth in the Koran. In himself
he is the One, the Self-Sufficing, the EtEl:l]ﬂL the All-Embraging,
the Exalted, the Infallible: in his relation to men, he is the

oA or, the Ehﬂpﬂf- the Giver of life and of death, the
Assembler of all at the last judgment, the Rewarder, the Puni-
shér, the Compassionate One, the Answerer of prayer, At the
beginning of nearly every Surah Allah is spoken of as “the
Beneficent, the Merciful” It is taught in Islam that human
society is without value save that with which Allah has endowed
it as man's proving ground for eternal salvation: the whole of
buman life is an opportunity for submission to the will and
service of God. Allah is and will always remain transcendent;
and a true Muslim will seek not to identify himself with Allah,
but rather 1o be always a soldier on active service for Allah.

The full development of Mohammed's teaching and the or-
ganization of the Muslim community were a gradual process.
The crisis of his career came with the Hegira in 622 when his
teaching was repudiated’ by the Quereishis and he was driven
out f’f Mecca and took refuge with a few faithful followers in
Medina. The year 622 became the starting-point of all Muslim
chronology. It was in Meding that Mohammed was the
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THE ISLAMIC EMPIRE

sohammed himself had led some 27 campaigns in person and
nad organized some 38 other campaigns which he deputed his
close associates to lead. When he died in 632 the whole of
Arabia had been conquered and won over to Islam. Under
his immediate successors, the first four Caliphs, who ruled from
432 to 661, Syria, Palestine, Mesopotamia, Persia and Egypt
were conquered. During the rule of the Ummayad dynasty
(661-750) there was a vast expansion of the Empire by the
conquest of North Africa, Spain, South France, Transoxiana and
the Punjab: Damascus in Syria was set up as the capital. Had
the great battle fought at Tours in 732 been won by the Arabs
and not by Charles Martel, the whole of France might have
been overrun and the forces of Islam might have swept further
gorth, It must be noted that at the time and because of the
Ummayad succession the great schism among Muslims took place,
the Shias who supported the succession of the line of Moham-
med and the Sunnis who claimed to be the more orthodox
Muslims and supported the Ummayad claim. In a matter of
a little over a century from the death of Mohammed the Arab
Empire extended from Spain in the west to the Punjab in the
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. Philosophy, Law, Mathematl ;
;.Thcmist:‘j'. Thus for more than 400 years during the Abbasid

ntellectual leadership of the world was with

Caliphate the I : _ _
the people living i the Islamic Empire; and it was through the
medium of Arabie that the scientific tradition in western Europe

But it should be remembered that when

derived its origin. ; .
we speak of Arabic medicine or Arabic mathematics or Arabic
philosophy we mean that body of knowledge enshrined in books

written in the Arabic language by scholars who were Persians,
Syrians, Egyptians of Arabs and drew their material {rom Greek,
Indian and other sources. The country

Aramaean, Persian,

of western Europe that came most and was longest under the
influence of Arab culture Wwas Spain: it is no wonder that
having been under Arab (Mootish) rule for nearly 700 years

the Spanish landscape and people should even to our own day
bear strong traces of Arab cultural and even racial influences.
At Baghdad also was established a kind of international trading
centre, where merchandise from all parts of the Empire and
from countries far beyond the confines of the Empire was bought
nlnd sold: porcelain, paper, silk and the silk-worm from China;
rice, wood and metal work from India; spices from the Easl
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Erilﬂnsgztswt?ﬁir“;:holnﬁ who came from @ variety of cultural
packgrounds and were either Muslims, Jews or thfiﬂ"““ﬁ'- they
ol used Arabic as the medium of communication and greatly
enriched that language. Teaching and scholarly work was done
o Philosophy, Law, Mathematics, Astronomy, Medicine and
Chemistry. Thus for more than 400 years during the Abbasid
Caliphate the intellectual leadership of the world was with
the people living in the Islamic Empire; and it was through the
medium of Arabic that the scientific tradition in western Europe
derived its origin. But it should be remembered that when
we speak of Arabic medicine or Arabic mathematics or Arabic
philosophy we mean that body of knowledge enshrined in books
written in the Arabic language by scholars who were Persians,
Syrians, Egyptians or Arabs and drew their material from Greek,
Aramaean, Persian, Indian and other sources. The country
of western Europe that came most and was longest under the
influence of Arab culture was Spain: it is no wonder that
having been under Arab (Moorish) rule for nearly 700 years
the Spanish landscape and people should even to our own day
bear strong traces of Arab cultural and even racial influences.
At Baghdad also was established a kind of international trading
centre, where merchandise from all parts of the Empire and
from countries far beyond the confines of the Empire was bought
and sold: porcelain, paper, silk and the silk-worm from Ching;
rice, wood and metal work from India; spices from the East
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fslam, the religion Mohammed gave 19 Atabia, supplied a great

of the people inhabiting thay Peninsula: it save lhé}n a
most remarkable lﬁﬂfidﬂ.rilj? and cohesion that wye b e reli-
gious, moral, social, political and military, What helped very
much in achieving this was the utter simplicity and the clear

categorical character of its teaching, beliefs and worship. An
proselytizing zeal,

part of the religion of Islam were its
drive and jehad: all these, together with the strength that came
from new-found cﬂhﬂsivﬁness, sent Islam forth on its career
of conquest and conversion into lands that were rich and luring,
but that were inhabited by peoples in cultural decline, politically
disunited and militarily weak. Further, the immediate Successors
of Mohammed and the early Ummayads were abje and energetic
rulers and leaders, while the Abbasids showed great breadth of
wision and were tolerant to the various groups within the Empire.
These are the main factors that explain the remarkable rise
and growth of the Arab Empire and of Arabic culture.

But what is the explanation of its decline and fall? We
know that it is a law of history that no empire lasts forever :
every empire has its period, long or short, of growth and deve-
lopment; it reaches its peak; then there is a sort of plateau,
~and there follow its inevitable decline, collapse and disappea-

rance. The Arab Empire, like the Roman Empire before it,

d become too vast and unwieldy, thus raising the formidable
problem of government, administration and communications.
Caliphs  rather than on institutions. Besides, the cost of
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were the numerous el sects within Islam; this disunion encey,.

aged Christian populations 1o unite and rise in revolt againg
Muslim rulers. Finally, it was the fierce Seljuk Turks thy

delivered the death-blow to the Arab Empire. The Seljuks were
themselves converted 1o Islam, bul _nﬂl ?u Islamic culture: they
were far from being tolerant in their attitude 1o other religion,
The Seljuks in their turn were uw:n:al':elmcr.l by }he Ottoman
Turks, whose empire lasted in a half-living, half-dying conditiog

till the end of the First World War,

CONCLUSION

Without Mohammed's work the Arabs could never have
attained the unity and religious impulse which rendered them
irresistible, and drove them to carve oul an empire in threg
continents, Asia, Africa and Europe, that rivalled the Roman
Empire in size, though not in efficient government, Arabic
culture, ie. culture evolved through the medium of the Arabic

language, was dominated by Islam and its outlook on life;

"
2@

.

but it contained many rich secular elements, like mathematics
and astronomy, chemistry and medicine, philosophy and law. This
sensitivity of Arabic culture to other cultures and its readiness to
absorb and assimilate elements from them indicate the spirit of
tolerance of the Arab rulers and people: Islam was content to be
the dominant religion in an empire and socicty embracing many
faiths. Non-Arabs were judged according to their own law,
legal customs and traditions, It was this quality of tolerance
F_h“ madu it possible for the Empire to be a most influential and
effective transmitter of a variegated culture. Indeed, if western

‘Europe had had to discover for itself all that the Arabic-speaking

people had taught it, the civilization of the West might well have
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1

aved for several centuries. It is significant that Spain
b rule became the richest and most advanced country

and played a dominant role in the sixteenth century.
iy then, taking Arabic culture as a whole, it can be said
" as assimilative rather than original; and the significance
Arab Empire lay in this that it provided the framework
rocess of cultural assimilation and dissemination: in this
historical function the Arabs were second only to the
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THE CRUSADES

Viewed in their proper setting the Crusades appear as the
medieval chapter in the long story of interaction and of give and
take between East and West, between Asia and Europe, between
Islam and Christianity. The Seljuk Turks were fierce barbar-
ous tribal peoples from Turkestan in Central Asia. They had in
the course of the 10th.and 11th centuries conquered Persia,
Mesopotamia, Asia Minor, Syria and Palestine from the Arabs
and were largely responsible for the overthrow of the Arab
Empire. The Arabs had been very tolerant towards Christianity
and had allowed Christians access to the Holy Land for the
purpose of the annual pilgrimages. The Seljuk Turks on the
contrary were intolerant and banned pilgrimages. Moreover
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i i d were a serious and copi
they spilled over into Europe and Wert ,
menace to the Byzantine Empire with its capital at Constap.
tinople.

The Crusades were a movement that had s.cv‘eru] aspecty —
religious, political, economic and cu!turﬁll. Stf’ﬂmg lowards the
end of the 11th century, they wenl on intermittently to the end
of the 13th century, some eight Crusades altogether. They were
expeditions, military in character, 10 the East principally to haly
and push back the thrust of the Seljuk Turks and to recover the
Holy Land for the Christians, so that the pilgrimages and also the
trade and commerce between the West and the East might once
again go on unimpeded. The principal cause and motive force
of the Crusades was religious fervour and zeal: the Cross must
replace the Crescent. Those who went on the Crusades had the
Cross in red cloth sewn on their outer garments. Kings and
princes, bishops and abbots, barons and knights, merchants and
craftsmen, peasants and serfs took the Cross and gave their
services to God and their faith.

To be sure, in a great popular movement extending over two
centuries like the Crusades, many mixed motives worked together
although the initial impetus came from religious fervour, The
Roman Papacy, besides desiring to reconquer the Holy Land of
Palestine for Christianity, sought to reunite the Roman and the
Greek Orthodox Churches into one Church under the Pope.
Princes, barons and knights hoped to conquer and carve ot
principalities and kingdoms for themselves in eastern lands. The
rich merchant princes of Venice, Genoa and Pisa aimed at
extending and securing their trade in the east. Many adventure-
loving people and many European ne'er-do-wells thought fo
avail themselves. of whatever opportunities came their mfﬁ
away from home. .
The initiative in starting

ALLEC I
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o rally to the couse of the Cross. His

ills it — 1o the Cross 1" There was 8 wonde
:_-ﬂmnw to the call, and about 4,500 cavalry un:];!:;ﬂfﬁj:::::
wt out for the Holy Land drawn from Various countries of
western and Central Europe and under their own leaders. Of
gll the cight Crusades the First wos the most important unr:[ had
the greatest military success to ity credit.  How errutic S
ment the Crusades taken as a whole were may be judged by this
circumstance that only four Crusades actually reached and
fought in the Holy Land, two were diverted to and directed
against Egypt, one against Constantinople and one to Africa.

In the end the movement petered out and failed. The
Crusades failed because they were hurriedly and badly organized,
because the lines of communication were long and difficult to
maintain and the financial resources did not hold out; further,
the rival ambitions of kings and princes prevented concerted
action; princes and noblemen fell out with one another over the
distribution of conquered territories and spoils; finally the Seljuk
Turks consolidated their position in the face of Christian attacks
and drove back the invaders. Little by little religious enthusiasm
flagged and died down; and the movement that had started with
such great fervour vanished into thin air. But it was not with-
out some far-reaching results,

Thanks to the frequent contacts with the East during the
period of the Crusades (1095-1290), European peoples in the
West G D d with Basiert oF Bysankind Bk
and West Asia, where civilization and the art of living had
reached a higher standard. Secondly, an fmme m“
given to trade and commerce, and it was during this period that
@nd Pisa were laid with more and better banking and business
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perfumes, jewellery, exquisite silk fahric?, c.uttm':: htﬂxtilts} '*
and carpets, and pottery. It was at this time at the richey
people in Europe, particularly Western Europe, acquired a

for the pepper and spices of the East. They could not do wit.
out these commodities to such an extent that later on when the
routes via the Mediterranean to the East were blocked by the
Ottoman Turks, merchants and seamen took the trouble of
findine new routes to the sources of pepper and spices at very
considerable expense and risk, thereby discovering a whole ney
world in the process. Finally, the great widening of horizons, not
only geographically but also commercially and culturally, helped
in no small way to break down the barriers of Feudalism: it
came home to people that there were other ways of life than the
European way or the Feudal way; that there were other sources
of wealth, and more abundant sources, than land and agriculture,

Sidney Painter, who has written a very well known and stan-
dard book on the history of the Middle Ages, pays a wamm
tribute to the men who went on the Crusades. He writes: “The
Crusades are at once the chief proof of the tremendous vitality and
expansive power of medieval civilization and the most concrete
illustration of the meaning of the common expression ‘an Age of
Faith’ ... Tt seems clear that the majority who went crusading
were moved by genuine religious enthusiasm and complete confi-
dence that the Crusade was the path to salvation.... The gene-
ral assumption was that 2 crusader would never return home.
Although many did return, usually worn out and bankrupt, far
more found their graves in distant lands, To all who question the

faith of the Middl P
refutation,” ddle Ages the Crusades stand as a crushing



A. REVIVAL OF TOWN LIFE

The fall of the Roman empire and the destruction caused by
barbarian invasions resulted in the disappearance of several townus.
The population of Rome, which was more than one million, came
down to not more than fifty thousand. The same was the fate of
several other cities. Nimes in France and Bath in England had
almost been wiped out.. The set-back to town life in the Dark Age
was a great blow to civilization and culture. The centuries of ana-
rehy provided no suitable elimate for the continuation of existing
towns and the establishment of new ones. - Europe took about four
hundred years to build or rebuild towns.

Owing to business activities of the Vikings and of the- Vene-
tians, the tenth eentury witnessed the revival of town life.. This
was undoubtedly a healthy sign indicating the recovery of Europe.

Where Towns Rose: Towns grew at certain places having an
advantageous position,
1. Sites of Old Roman Citics: Some towns arose on the ruins

of the old Roman cities or where Roman armies used to be station-
ed.

2. Castles of Feudal Barons: Towns rose aronnd the eastles
of fendals barons, if favourable conditions prevailed.
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3. Churches and Monastories : Towns also grew near churches
and monasteries.

4. Market Centres: Market centres were also favourable for
the growth of towns.

5. Sea Coast: TPlaces easily accessible to the sea grew info
towns.
6. River Banks: Some towns rose on banks of rivers.

B. FACTORS FAVOURABLE TO GROWTH OF TOWNS

(Certain factors were favourable to growth of towns.

1. Death of Nobles: Many nobles died in wars, and towns
became free from feudal control,

2. Needs of Nobles and Degsire lo Purchase Bighis: . Feudal
barons, who went on wasting their substance on useless wars, were
in want, The constroetion of castles, luxurions living and private
wars made the barons seek new sources of money. TPeople of towns
were ready to offer money to the needy barons to secure charters of
rights,. Many barons [eased out lands to towns, as they yielded

much ineome.

3, Brisk Trade: The tremendous incresse in trade gave a
great impetus to towns. Towns started producing more eommodi-
ties. than what & partieular ares needed previously. The gurplus

, goods could be sold to the merchants of the East and the articles of
the East could be purchased. French traders established commer-
vial contaet with the Muslim merchants of North Africa and Italian
business men had eommereial intercourse with the Muslims of the
East. - Merchants in countries like England, Belgium, Portugsal and
also Germany developed brisk eommercial activities.

jl;- Ehlﬂﬂu Though Christians fought against the Turks in

risa inthulﬂthmﬂiﬂthmﬁmmtnfrwthehn!ylmd
e, they became friendly with each other for the sake of
‘Crusades created a strong wmwuﬂn:
ons and other artioles of the Hast were i~
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Ialy: Venice, Florence, Milan, Rome and (Genoa were tl_m
im -}rta:;.tnrwnn in Italy. Florence, where & gr:.-at_nultura] renais-
safr:n began, was ealled the Athens of Italy. Veniee earned fame

s the Queen of the Mediterraneat.

Florence had risen &5 & town two genturies before ll;lhriat. 1t
suceumbed to barbarian destruetion and recovered only in the Bth
century, It was on the cross-roads between Ff'anr:e and Rome E.nd
had easy access to the Mediterranean. 1t had its own ﬂt-e1_: CArTying
goods to and fro, It had fabulously rich merchant prinees and
many flourishing guilds.

Venite, which was built by Italiau fogitives during the Lom.-
hard invasion in the sixth eentury, became rich, as the commerce of
northern and central Europe flowed to the Near East through this
city. Venetians earned fame for their boats and trade, their riches,
eulture, love of art and learming.

For some time, Genoa exercised virtual monoepoly over the SBlack
Sea trade,

Flanders: Bruges and Ghent beeame famous in Flanders (Bel-
gium) as centres of trade in woollen ecloths.

Germany: Cologue, Hamburg, Bremen, Lubeck, Augsburg and
Nuremberg were prominent towns in Germany. Augsburg and
Nuremberg became rich and prosperouns, as they were loeated on
the trade route between Venice and the North. They became dis-
tributing centres for the goods from the East. Hamburg, Bremen
and Lubeck carried on brisk trade with England and the countries
of the Baltie Sea,

(. FEATURES OF TOWNS

We may briefly refer here to the features of medieval towns

1. Not Like Roman Towng: Medieval town
% s could not he
compared to the grand towns and eitiss of the palmy days of aneient

Rome, or to modern towns, They lacked th o
i . & amenit :
veniemees of modern towns, e popalat 188 and eon-

: B o ion was small, - j0-
rity of m""‘:’iﬂ . Eﬂmm of about ten thousand A ll!ﬁ_;li;
mwmhﬂﬂ_ﬁ a wﬂf!ﬂmﬂ-a?mmrdytuwmh;dnh
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impressive. Streets were crooked, narrow, dirty and not well lit.
Except towns like London, Bristol, Norwich, Cologne, Troyes, Mains
and Rheims, towns had the appearance of prosperous villages, - In
many of the towns, houses were small and shabby, erudely built
and furnished, had no windows, and were without arrangements
for drainage.

2. Nelf-sufficient : . Most of the towns were self-sufficient. They
produced almost everything they needed, and had little contact with
the outside world in the early medieval period.

3. Under Feudal Control: Medieval towns were in the feudal
picture, and feudal barons exercised eontrol over them. The feudal
lords demanded various vexatious payments from the town-dwellers.

4. Natwnalism: Town-dwellers in the later medieval period
had become rich and prosperous) comparatively speaking, and they
developed a broad and progressive outlook in contrast to the nar®
row-minded outlook of the manor. {They came into contact with
the people of the outside world, and this enabled them to develop
higher loyalties.y They were capable of thinking in terms of the
king and the country rather than of feudal lord and manor (Some
of the towns even developed national consciousness.)

9. Centres of Cultured When compared to the people of the
rural areas, the town-dwellers were cultured) they wished to have
all the facilities available according to the standards of those days,
Q& well built town had strong protective walls and wateh towers
known as belfries) | They had their own administrative offices, assem-
bly halls, churches, prisons and guilds. They patronised art, ar-
chiteeture, literature and learning, and beeame centres of culture
and civilization. ,

6. Admimsirative and Political Experiments: . Judged by con.
temporary standards, some of the medieval towns had good admi-
nistration.» . Enterprising town-dwellers were keen on having a well-
organized and efficient government. .Particularly, Italian towns
like Venice and Florence were well-governed. . They even conduect-
ed political and constitutional experiments like the ancient Greek
ﬁym Their funetions were similar to those of a state. + Town
councils organized defence, made laws, imposed taxes, collected cus-
_'*'_'i -gdnﬁﬂﬁngrﬁ juatme, gave charity, encouraged colonies
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