






















































 

  Hebrew civilization 

The Hebrews were born in Mesopotamia, specifically of Abraham and his clan, 
who settled themselves in Palestine. Originally, this place was called Canaan, with its 
respective inhabitants called Canaanites. Many years later, a tribe of Aryan origins 
called the Philistines arrive, naming the area Philistia (the origin of “Palestine”). 
Finally the Hebrews arrive, who did not have great relevance, but still remain 
current, above all their religion. 

a) Abraham was the first of the patriarchs. He was born in the city of Ur, in Mesopotamia. 

The Bible relates that at 75 years old this patriarch heard the voice of God, which told him 

to leave the land of Ur. Historians The sons he had with his wife Sara, Isaac, and her slave 

Hagar, Ishmael, are the origin of many conflicts in the Middle East, as these sons would give 

rise to the Jews and the Arab. 

b) Jacob was the son of Isaac and grandson of Abraham, also known as Israel, which 

means, “He who wrestles with God .” He married in Chaldea and returned to Palestine. He 

had 12 sons, who were the founders of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

c) Moses name means, “Saved from the waters.” He liberated his people from Egyptian 

oppression by means of the Exodus. He received the Ten Commandments at Mount 

Sinai. His people were punished for 40 years for idolatry.  

The Successor of Moses would be Joshua, who would just conclude the long 
journey towards Palestine. On arrival, they would see that the Promised Land was 
occupied by other peoples like the Canaanites and Philistines. It would be necessary 
to fight to conquer Canaan. 

 

Cultural Customs in the Ancient Hebrew Civilization 

They valued music and employed it in religious ceremonies. The shofar was a 
typical Hebrew instrument, the horn of a ram used to convene ritual ceremonies. 
They also used zithers, timbrels (tambourines) and flutes to mention only the most 
popular. There were no paintings nor sculptures for fear that they would fall into 
idolatry. 

 The Hebrews dedicated themselves to agriculture and raising livestock. The 
characteristic crops were olives and grapevines, and they also obtained legumes and 
lentils. The shepherding of sheep, oxen, goats, horses and camels accompanied their 
agricultural activity.  

Achievements and Contributions to Humanity 



The contribution to humanity which stands out most is their religion, as it 
dominated all aspects of the Hebrew culture.. The first great difference in the 
religion of the Hebrew people from the rest of the Near East is believing in only one 
God.  

Patriarchy 

The nucleus of the Hebrew society was the patriarchal family, in which the 
father was the highest authority. In the beginning, the Hebrews lived in family 
groups or clans directed by the oldest, the patriarch, who administered justice, 
directed war and religious rites. 

The Monarchy 

Saul, a good warrior to face their enemies, was the first Hebrew king. In the year 
1000 B.C. David was chosen as Saul’s successor. The new king faced their enemies, 
conquered Jerusalem and made it into the capital of the State. 

Art in the Ancient Hebrew Civilization 

The majority of literary works were compiled and organized during the period of the 
peak of the monarchy and by order of the king. The Psalms, Proverbs, nuptial songs 
of the Song of Songs, the Chronicles, Genesis, Exodus, Judges, the Kings and other 
books denominated the Books of Wisdom, like Ecclesiastes, deserve special mention. 
They valued music and employed it in their religious ceremonies. The shofar was a 
typical Hebrew instrument, the horn of a ram used to convene ritual ceremonies. 
They also used zithers, timbrels (tambourines) and flutes, to mention the most 
popular. Their architecture stood out, within it the palaces, the homes of the nobles 
and the temples. 

Economy and activities 

The Hebrews, established in Palestine, dedicated themselves to agriculture 
and raising livestock. The characteristic crops were olives and grapevines, and they 
also obtained legumes and lentils. The shepherding of sheep, oxen, goats, horses, 
and camels accompanied their agricultural activity. They also worked in ceramics 
and made numerous textiles of wool and linen; the most important of their economic 
activities was commerce. They exported oil and wine and imported metals, ivory, 
and spices. 

Society 

The Israelite society was intimately related to their religion. The nucleus of 
the Hebrew society is the family, which is patriarchal. The father is the highest 
authority. Slaves also existed; they were obtained by buying them or as prisoners of 
war. In their time as nomads, the Hebrews lived in tents with little furniture. This 



way of life facilitated their movement in search of pastures for their flocks. After 
settling in Palestine, they lived in houses made of stone, surrounded by gardens, 
forming settlements. 

Religion of the Hebrews: 

Monotheistic religion (belief in only one God: Yahweh or Jehovah): The Hebrew 
people had the conviction of believing in only one universal God, Jehovah, creator of 
all things. This was the product of a long religious evolution, crystallized by Moses, 
who vigorously imposed monotheism during the 40 years of life wandering through 
the desert, after the exodus. 

The Old Testament also includes historical and prophetic books, and books of 
wisdom. In total there are 21 books by sacred writers, of diverse value and of 
philosophical literary nature. 

 New Testament: 27 books, deals with the life of Jesus, acts of the apostles, etc, consisting 
of: 
 The Four Gospels (Saint Mark, Saint Luke, Saint Matthew, and Saint John) 
 Acts of the Apostles 
 Epistles of Saint Paul and Saint Peter 
 The Revelation by Saint John 
 Dispersion of the Jewish people 

In the present, the Jewish people, after having suffered domination at various 
times, finds itself established in part of the territory of Palestine.  Israel has achieved 
appreciable political, social, and economic development. 

The contribution to humanity which stands out most is their religion, as it 
dominated all aspects of the Hebrew culture. The prohibition of representing the 
divinity stimulated literature and the result was the Bible, also denominated the Holy 
Scriptures. The Old Testament is written for the Hebrews. It speaks of the customs 
and moral thoughts of the Israelites. Later the Christians added the New Testament 
with the arrival of Christ and the origins of Christianity. The first great difference in 
the religion of the Hebrew people from the rest of the Near East is believing in only 
one God. This God is just and good and demands from his people the fulfillment of a 
certain morality. He does not have a human form, which means that he cannot be 
represented. Man is inferior to Him, as God made him in his image, immortal, but as 
he has sinned he must be punished. 
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