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THE PEHEIA‘H EMPIRE

The founder of the Persian Empire, Cyrus, was given the title

Great King by his contemporaries. He fully deserved it, When
he started out on his career of mﬂqﬂﬂt'hﬂ was the ruler of 5
mm;ﬂ Persian principality which was subject to the King of the
Medes, He organized a strong army, the backbone of which
were sturdy peasant soldiers trained and brought to a high pitel
of efficiency and striking power as infantry, archers and cavalry,
Cyrus took the Assyrian army as his model, and from the
A;a.»-rianﬁ too he learned the supreme importance of strategy and
anu'»:k- Thus his campaigns were well-planned and directed
to specific objectives, so that with superb generalship and cal-
culated daring he was able to extend his empire steadily. By
529 s.c. when Cyrus was killed in battle his empire was made
up of the following territories: Persia, Media, Babylonia, Assyria,
Syria, Lydia and Asia Minor, i.e. the whole of the Fertile
Crescent and more besides. It was the most extensive empire
of the day.

What was also a valuable asset in the conquest of the empire
over and above his masterful leadership was his policy of religious

and cultural tolerance and magnanimity towards conguered
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THE PERSIAN EMPIRE 64

Cambyses (529-522 ».c) was in some ways like his father
Cyrus: he had ambition, ability and drive, But he was unlike
his father in that he was exceedingly cruel, had an uncontrol-
lable temper, was frightfully intolerant and scoffed at religions
other than Zoroastrianism. He seems to have been somewhat
mentally deranged. The most conspicuous event of his short
geign was the conquest of Egypt, which rounded off the Persian
Empire in the west. But he did not hold Egypt along. He is
siid to have died by his own hand. There was a struggle for

the succession: one Gaumata who claimed to be a brother of
Cambyses seized the throne and ruled for a very brief  while.
He was overthrown by a group, who called themselves “the
Avengers,” led by Darius. Darius did not belong to the direct
Achaemenid line in which the succession ran; butl seems to have

been of a collateral line, and on that score he claimed the
throne. Darius and his group seized the pretender Gaumata
and had him cxecuted. Darius lost no time in issuing a pro-
clamation declaring that he Darius by the favour of Ahuramazda,
God of Zoroastriamism, was King. But proclamation or ne
proclamation, he was not recognized as king immediately; for
two years he had to do very much hard fighting to make good
his claim. He displayed so much determination, ability and
energy in doing this that he was eventually acknowledged King,
Without a doubt he was the greatest Persian King and the real
organizer of the Empire,

Darius had all thnpﬁnc qualities of Cyrus as a leader, general
and conqueror; but what was more important, he ruled for 35
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R VEY OF WORLD CIVILIZATION

o Wﬁ administration all these termitories, exoli
et and Babylonia which were under his direet rule, wem
L ted into 20 provinces oF gutrapies.  The salraps were caps
' tacted from among the royal princes, nobility und high
av afficers for their ability and loyalty. Fhese appoi .,1
wer no doubt made by way ol rew arding those who had sesy
uih: his command 1t congquering the Empire.  The Ew.‘
hﬂ admimstratons, military commanders and chief judges iﬂ
their provinces. Indeed they were also al hassadors and plegis
fgut:ntinrh.ﬂ of a sort, and 1.‘-;:1'h.u-.|u_'nl linison functions betwess
the King and ruicrs O neutral kingdoms bordering on lhEi[.._1
provineial werritories. Thus these goVErnOrs Wee given mu_cﬁ_'.
¥ and injtiative; bul thete was d it surveilianee kept

on them by the “Eyes and Ears of the King," 1Le. by Spicsiscss
by the King to the provinces. [his arrangement was of COUTSSES
Enown fo the governors, and this knowledge mude them eages
io serve the King weil and loyally. Une o thelr most dnportant
dutics mn :’-dirﬁ.lllhu'ulinn Wwas T colledt i nnial bl fl.'l}lﬂ.,_
B territorics in their charge, It has been cstimated that Daritg
at bheadquarters coceived a total annual tribute of 14,508 gﬁﬂ%
talents, about £3,500,000 or Rs, 50,000.U00): the highest. tributs
was paid by the province of India — 4,680 lalents, nearly § &
M total tribute. The probable reason lor this was that 1k
was the remolest province i the cast and therefore diff 'l
aecess gt any fime, more particularly in times of trouble. A
mulsistration was facilitated by the use of one official 18NESCR
‘F'i which was very widely used in the whole Empie
_, business purposes. It is interesting to KRORERE
a0 or Aramaic was the language spoken by the =

e at the time of Christ and by Christ Himself
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THE PERSIAN EMPIRE 71

p the protection of the god Shamash: Darius placed his
under Ahuramazda's protection. Hammurabi had sung
§ own praises in his laws as a righteous king who wanted
ming more than the welfare of his people: Darius did the
same thing in his Ordinance. Huommurabi in the name of
"Shamash had threatened very severe but condign punishment
for infringement of the law: Darius followed the lead in this
also, but claimed Ahuramazda as his supreme asuthority, Further,
Hammurab: had ["'rl""ITII‘E'n_"I.i frivours., protection, prosperity CENTA|
hippiﬂﬁh o those who oboved lus law Darius said much Lthe
game thing in his Ordinanc Finally, Hammurabi had ¢om-
mended his law to kings who would come after him, his deseen-
gt May this law enlishten my successoirs as to the procedure
and admimistration, the judecments ol the land which | have
penounced, and the decisions of the land which 1 have rendes-
B Darius echoed Hammurabi thus: “This which I have dong
mthe protection of Ahuramazdia | have done in the same year,
¥oU kmgs, who shall hereafter come to rule, shall read wha
ihave done, viz. the writing which on this stele is written. Be-
Mlieve me, what | have written is no lie: it is what is right and
e So close are these parallels between the laws of Hame
m'ﬂﬁ and those of Darius that it is not far-fetched to say
,L | Darius and his legal “experts” and advisers had before them

€ text of Hammurabi's code in some form or other. It is
-_-;;;-' hout significance in our briel discussion of the relation
‘“ l# Hammurabi Code and Darius’s Ordinance of Good
Regulations to recall that the Hammurabi stele was unearthed
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it help and guidance, he Darius we
l.nd nﬁhimd nothing, Before we nmh
: etrinnism, let us briefly advert to the hi
dan Empire after Darius.
whﬁ succeeded his father was an ambitious m
ﬁ He decided to extend the Empire beyond Asia
ino Gresce.  He attacked Greece by land and by sea; fﬂr
: m by seu he used the fleet which Darius had hl.lﬂi
mmh foresight and which he Xerxes had reinforced. The '€
‘States under the leadership of Al hens and with the superb strateny
of Themistocles, statesman, general and acdmiral all in one lﬁ-
up @ heroic defence, and nol only beal off the atiagks [1;,
also won victories that have respunded down the curridnn-d|
Sime: Marathon, Thermopylae, Salamis, Plataca and Mycale Haves
Become famous names in the history of war. They have been
._Eﬁﬂglr pommemorated in Acschylus’s great drama “The Fes
Slans" and Herodotus' history of the Persian Wars,  Xerzes was
Umundered in 465 n.c. alter he had ruled for 20 years, l_fnf"'.
'W}' for the Persiun Empire, the six kings, who came ailss
.Jﬂnn. had on their hands o disintegrating empire.  Thish .a.}
*‘ 134 ¥ears from the death of Xerxes to the death ‘t
mﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂu Tl and the extinction of the empire at
" mﬂ hands is deeply stained with royal hl_mﬂ,,
Wﬂiﬁ? edifice built by Cyrus and Darius was h;
teyday of power the Persian Empire had ¢
mwmmﬂmm !”_
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THE PRERSIAN PMrIne r-

Evidence now favours the sixth century B.c., round
ST wee, but scholars suggest much earlier dates than this,
that be was an historical person and that he founded this
pligion are beyond doubt.  There is no need for us to 20 into
the many legends relating o his birth, upbringing and education.
*m to have been a very senous-munded person and gifted
with a deep spiritual sense and a remarkable sensilivity o the nob-
jer things of life. He lived in an environment of pui:rt'heism which
pevolied him and which appeared to him on the face of it une
peasonable, false and unworthy of man, Pondering on life and
I8 vicissitudes he came o the conclusion that life was a ceaseless
struggle between the forces of good and evil.  This struggle, he
AW, was mosl momentous, umiversal, nmevitable: every human
being without exception was involved in it. While on the one
hand this ceaseless strugele was cosmic in its dimensions, it also

went on in the mind and heart of every person; and here too
mevitebly: so in every person oo there was o clash between
the forces of good and cvil. The good powers weie the [orces

of light and wisdom, the evil powers were the forces of darkness
and malice; all the good powers emanated from a Supreme Good
Being, the Lord of Light and Wisdom. who was Ahuramazda;
all the evil powers from the Lord of Darkness, the Supreme Evil
m who was Ahriman. But there was only one God —

Zoroaster was a strict monotheist. He believed
8 & life after death, judgement and final reward and punishment.
Lord of Wisdom would be the Great Judge. The good
e rewarded with happitiess in Heaven; the evil punished
srment in Hell. Fire with its light was the symbul of




y CLVILIZATIG
d many mu, and these wrote gy
£ masicr's sayings and prayers in the

W :'_ ‘mrh ogarded as the Bible of the 2

h'hi'
_f ~Avesta is believed 1o be inspired ang o o
evelatior made by Ahuramazda w Zoroasier, Hn: Ilt
. nion of scholurs that wurs and conguests have '._;.“5
'lﬂﬁl the texts constituting the Avesta, The f '
E‘ mm put together as the Avesta in the 4ih century ,u,";
m ggain and more in the 7th century as i result of the
m conquest of Persin. Persia then became 4 Muslim
‘eountry, and Islam continues o the preseat diy 1o be its offigi
qeligion. Zoroastrianisim survives as e religion of two we
small communitics — in Fars in lran and among the Parsis h
India. But in the heyday of the Persian Empire under the grest
Darivs Zoroastrianism was o powetiul religious {orce that helped
W owvilize o vast cmpirc.

.....

CONCLUSION

WBEEE was 8 fundamental weakness in the Persian Empire: ity
gm'rmmmt Was mot based on nstitug L depended on pérs
sonss Cyris and Darius were capable men and forceful per
sonalities; they wers able 10 |1.- d the empire together, 1

The Fl‘.'niun E.IIIFIII'-.. had the distineti o0 of being Lhe most
mv: M ancient times 1l the Romans built theirs, Within:
hlﬂ"mﬂ% were enclosed us my Y a8 fune  matice il'liih!kt

Egyptian, Sumero-Babylonian, Assyrian, Eyrlﬂln

Tebrew, Ly-:ﬂl'lt Phoenicinn, Median und Indian, Tt provi
ork for a fruitful exchange of cultural clcmtntﬂ. T
| ke IIHn brought several language groups tog
""'_".-":_9 poss v for Semitic and Indu-Eun:lp:-m “'; ‘L'-?
mﬁchummhw It is remarkable th

$f. foutered in the Persia Empﬁu ’?5" |
¢ used .,-:*} “ 1
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I- h,g--f ..rl--.du.
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(V1) GREEK CIVILIZATION

€S was shifted I Hither
Asta and Egyvpt 10 the Ey from

'Opean continent. first 1o Greece
-ﬂ.“‘d then 1o R'i.'lﬂ'lll;‘ sOme x -

e % | len Centurnies before the birth of
Chnst. These cultures, though indebieqg W earlier cultures.

surpassed IILEH‘I- Greek culture in Particular was very bril-
liant,and 1t ecame the mother of modern European civiliza-
1 ole of Europe ‘iis concepts. art
stvles. bodies of %Lnﬂwledgc_. and ideologies’. This may be
regarded as one of the most important facgs of history. Hence
the statement of Amnid_Tnynbee; “European civilization
developed in the body of Greek society like a child in the
womb™.
Land and people: The carly Greeks called their country

Hellas and themselves Hellenes. Greece is a peninsula
situated 1o the south of Europe on the Mediterranean sea.
The Aegean Sea separates Greece from Asia Minor. A
- number of islands dot the Aegean Sea. The mountains also
have d vided Greece into different regions. In ancient times
ea gﬂﬁesemgmnﬁ maintained its identity and developed
.ﬂmh was most suited to it

ke the people who had invaded Persia and India the
ere Indo-Europeans, By the eighth century B:C.
divided into three groups. the Dorians, the
nd the lonians. Among the flourishing cities and
k culture mention may be made of Sparta.
Athens, Thebes, Ephesus and Miletus.

1o say that geography influences the char-
the people which in turn dominates the
Iry. Situated as it is most of the land of
able for agriculture. This was compensat-

“m



ANCIENT CIVILIZATIINS s

the patural facilities Tor navigation. There were Un
ﬁ:ﬁ. in the Acgean Sei and these islanders were indul:l::l'
o good satlors and men of independent spirit. The
garbours in the sea coast encouraged maritime trade
ot e latter contribuled o the economic prosperity of the
3 "ﬂm.;:d Mdfjﬂm,;;’:;;"h”f the land by the sea and the
pect ridges divided the land and the people into smiall
Mﬂfzgg people lived almost in iu:lanrfn from one

_W'I* This background was most congenial for the ongin

ﬂ“ ﬁﬂﬂ‘t i ":"-'-'r'“'m:- a typical form of government for
ahich ancien! CGireece had become famous. The land of the
M supplied H'“:_ people marble. The sea and the marble
W the estzblishment of a high level of civilization by

&

kmary: Prios 10 the armival of Aryans there flounished a
on the islands of Greece called the Acgean
qauon. Since 1t first developed in Crete and the Crete
alled Minos after the legendary king of that name. the
Szation is known as Minoan civilizauon. In its last slage
%e Cretan culture spread into the mainlznd of Greece and
e 1o be called the Mycencan civilization. This civilization
e ilu by splendid objects such as swords,
s, jewek carved ivories. and vases found in tombs’.
About 1100 B.C. the Greek peoples came from the
e wrwhelmed the earlier civilization and destroyed
. By adopung the essential features of
S ation they developed & civilization which
© known as Greek civilizanon. The destruction of
Troy formed the subject- matter of the two greal
 Greek race. the Hiad and the Odyssey by Homer.
Rdns is Greece now led a settled life anj
iy Among their deities gods Zeus an
B At ens werc famous. They became
e soread across the Acgean 10 Asia Minor
‘A D Between 750 and 550 B.C. they founded
== distant shores of the Black sea as
i TP = ‘) -Gw was a state In
" od participated in €IV
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of ity stutes, ‘As hus heen poani d ol ey B ;
fentures of Crrevee divided the Lountey iy, diit

units. This ave pive lo e e 68 Gty oy, ot
biverally vty elate Bucatne the siile vomiy) ...
surtosnided by 1w o three Wundred iz,
lunds By about seventh cenivey B¢ ik
St Athens, Cornth, Thebes Mijery -

The rise of the cily states was e o,
development of one homogensous st 1y,
state moved in their gwn ot dewed 40|, i .',_ ¥
q}n'ljr and not Lo the eouniry as & whel, B
develaped a distinet socio-religious Life Ay,
Torm of government prevadled in the vy oy,
place o answeracy of the rule of the 4.0
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂd ll'l'ﬂll'll the nobles and MErchanis wh .. .
the victory of the histter.

TM{ 'Thﬂ constam 'Ill’uggh: {57 ML e

apportunity for an adventurous leadey 1, ..r;.-_;. '
and seize the reins of power, The Creoy Galls
leader who came Into power as “Tyrant 11,

m tnum that he was UDCONS LG
not a cruel and oppressive ruler I other woro. o
Ahe nature of his rule. In fact v,

il

I
]

ot indicat
PSR L
- 'P' and sirove for the welry
' HEH tyrants stand oul prominens, p..
I"!'--':"H 85 B.C) was ane of the me __
r‘_-'_ Eredl conqueror. but alu 2 o
. hﬁ# Iﬂ_ﬂﬂﬂiruﬂinn of splendid pe
Hataio il . Whlﬁh pﬂ.h"ldt'ﬂ C TNy it
_ - .m ind IIJEh [’* sislrats
ENP AT Iyrant, adorned the oo
I""‘..-" “: M the rule of 1he
bl the artisan class. Tyrar:
SOmeEnen and was not det
' ".:-.IIJI'-:-..-;;II"' fosr the establnbh

[=
—

the ain; =Mtates the mod! 7
Ahe two states differes
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| iﬂ“ﬂtmr‘ The rulers 1n Sparm were g

small minornt
in o plf"-"d o _ti!e rylgd. {‘nnmqucmiy their state was nrgun}-'r
e ke militaristic State. While the :
: Y emphasised on
ysical development the g o |

ol ¢l i glorified Proach of g, Athenians was
mental- Spa e War while Athens Bave impetus o
the developme b INET Uspects of life. Thus the "Wdeals of
ihe Spartans were .ﬂﬂlﬂjﬂ ypun_mulimmm. and they lacked
e jmaginaton and initiagy o the Athenians *

As the Spartan state wyy Militaristic, 1
g citizens ""1.'“ the age of seven 1o R 7
15 rous training lasted for 4 periog
is they Ser:m{ in :jh:: ﬂ"ﬂI}' mntpulmrily upio the age of
gixty. It was designe o dt“*f!‘fi'{ the qualijjes of endurance.
pravery, strict dlsclphm? and military elliciency, Women also
had 10 !mdﬂrg'-} physical lraining, This sort of mililu;}'
gommunism enabled the Spartans 0 become best soldiers in
Greece at the cost of '-hf; finer qualities of mind and spirit.
Hence SPa.naﬁad nothing 1o contribute 1 Greek art o
Greek civilization,

The sp?rtan Bovernment was Kingdom in form, though
in fact an oligarchy. There were

WO kings rulin Over Sparta,
each checking the other 1 : ;

ach ¢ .. S0me. extent, The Gerusia or
Council of Elders consisting of WEnty-eight members

discussed all legislative Proposals. Then it was referred 1o the
Apella or Assembly of the people consisting of the members
if the upper class who had fy)| citizenship, The chief power
vested in the Ephorate o 4 Board of Supervisors. Five
'S Or magistrates were elecied annually by the citizens
EE_II'ld the Edministratiun of the Eovernment there
28 a check on the exercise of powers by the King.
it for this transformation in Sparta goes 1o legen-
), Lycurgus,
all the ancient Greek city-states the one that
ed most to the enrichment of human life was
the beginning the Athenian government consist-
Up and this yielded place w aristocracy or a
by nobles or Archons There were nine Archons
‘nobles for a period of one year. During their
Prevailed among the poor class of peasants
2d reforms.
3.C. Draco was entrusted with the lask of

state subjected
HBOTOUS training, This
OF twelve Years and after
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135 a5 Pericles

f{eﬁ it
.t Organisation: The Greek 5o
f’;dﬂ' As much of the |ang Was nEUfEcEﬂ: E::n:t-riha-l .
ﬂd! and commerce. Thoygh the socieqy W.g;'; : m o
B en were highly respecieq. Nomen playeq pe ard
,ﬂn life ‘and were mostly confined 1, eyhuug: ‘ISJIEH .
oubl! in ‘h." society, am‘i the Greeks did poy -ﬁ': IEE
ﬁ#ﬁwﬂ anything reprehensip|e about i1, el

- omic Condition: A_gricuilu on a small
qale. was the occupation of an average Greek 'Ihe: T:w
BB, Peas, lintles, olives, grapes yng g Olive
pw an important role in their g ¢ becomes
gom the fact when in the pe
yeredestroyed Athens’ declip
~ Greece was noted for jig

re, though Pursued

dponnesian wyr olive orchards
¢ became Inevitahle.

e > natural resources like marble.
jfon, zinc, silver and the like which were exploited to the
fill. Slaves were made to work in these mines,

- The production of wine, olive ojl.
?&'@ﬂﬂus necessi tated the Greeks of
tkets 10 sell their finished goods and seek for things which

desired. They obtained fish and grain from Naly and

&-c Balkan peninsula, the Straits and the Black Sea

mand for silver, gold, copper and iron was met from
€s. They imported from their neighbours in the
ﬁ!ila Minor large quantities of leather and wool,
100K 10 piracy. But the Athenian fleet watched the
ompey took special measures, By developing
fleets and regularising trade they established
deign trade and commerce. The Greeks also
In services like shipping and banking. Coins
. Lydia about 700 B.C. and were issued by
. The increased use of money led to the
anking. For purposes t}f‘tranlsferringrrnun-
s developed a letter of credit, the bills of
book keeping clearing accounts among
ers also made bottomry loans, whv._:rel:-y
W on his cargo but would be relieved
pay his debt if the cargo did not arrive
s was one of the first attempts at a

and industrial goods
Anatolia to look for




STUDIES IN WORLD HISTORY

14
dispensation of risks for a premium-—an elemenyy, .
insurance’. With these developments, the ¢conom;e M,

i i i Ll
of Greeee rﬁ;mhlud I'Iuﬂ :;ﬂ: FESPECES 10 hy, ._,?T[HL
Britain in the nineteenth CENTHEY. e,

Religion and Philosophy: The Gireek religion wy o
varied bt HI.,"H.} L'l.]m-Flet. Inlﬂll:l, Ihl:"lp' Llld not I..u” [Unh
arbitrary absolutes thal dominate the Eastern U!‘rﬁrw Lhy
Greeks did not believe in god and on the oihe, hunﬁl Th,
tended to glorify man, The three promineny *'iuliuﬂ thy,
Greeks were Zeus, Apollo and Athena. In ﬂ‘-'ﬂﬂt."i.'lli"lﬂrnr"
their religion the Greeks organised a grey !"us:n Wi
Olympia s carly as 776 B.C. During this festivy) , fva
contests were held in honour of the gods ip which e g
from all over Greece took part. Similarly all People ﬂFhleln
Delphi o consult the oracle. The priests ag Del ﬁ‘-‘nl Iy
supposed 10 give the god's answers 10 questions PIE wep,
~ The inquisitiveness of mind found eXpressio
speculation regarding the originof the universe, th:F :
laws of nature and the principles of human wnd::
m. gfﬁtmﬂh}' group of -:arlyl philosophers Consiste

teachers called .[hﬁ's“PhHlﬁ Oor men of wisdom T
taught men .ﬂ'!l: H.'Ch:_ﬂq_uu;g of effective Spfﬂkiﬁ | let::y
oratory. rhetoric, arithmetic, geometry and as & Writing
were clever and sub) . “Hs dstronomy, They
YEIC clever an le reasoners and preached ]
ledge is not absolute bu 18 relative to manL {‘E 111“” e
| . are ot absolutes but depeng oy
if;higher philosophy the contri
B A .ngg:mud_

'-"1:_ ) -h#ﬁﬂ‘lﬂﬂﬂnding philosophers of

o 1t and his pupil Aristotle,
: ;“:I:;ﬂ _ﬁ]lh'ﬂ_ﬁiﬂn stonecutler,
d 10 on o oicies. He was a secker
¥ ﬁﬂm dmwing people in Ihe

*"w'mjﬂﬂ them <o that they

L

il mﬁhl the rich and the poor
J?@.ﬁ*'ﬁﬂ'ﬁrnt ideas regarding

: II.;:.-: h,m fwith them ‘hecius
-. i ‘M! “'h)' ﬂ”ﬂﬁ& hn.lrlp‘u'll'- i
" M must use the i"l-|-'|-'||.':

0 the
15 ingd
L The
d 0f 3

§ Views,
butions



The greek art prior 10 its attaining an
atus from the sixth century onwards was

. g | ‘
y ap‘”dtﬂ;y the art styles of Egypt and Syria. The Greek
i'ggu: es cound three main styles, viz., Doric, lonic and
lﬂrﬂ;aﬂ In a“ these st
Cﬂﬂﬂl' i style was somew
.WDD an styles were ornate. | |
@nnmt {jreﬂk conceplion ol a tumph;: was diflerent from
f Emncep:ium For them the temple did not mean 4
for God hut an object of reverence for something

ﬁ‘"swnnd wonderful. Among the early temples the mos!

et ! he Partheon, the temple of Athens, built in the

i
mﬂiﬁe guilt in Acropolis during the time of Pericles the
P e gven in 1S cuin. is a masterpiece of Greek architec-
fﬁ,'fbﬁ Erechtheum built near the one Just described 15 I'_ri
onic siyle. To the Corinthian style belongs ‘the choragic
gonument of Lysicrates al Athens’ The Hellenic architec-
s contains mostly secular buildings.

= e Greeks were concerned with man and man's beauty
fore the artists made every effort (0 render human
natural way. They were fully acquainted with

a
natomy and possessed technical expertise lo portray

ural and life-like from. This explains their high
complishments in sculptural representations. The
ulptures are noted for their greal excellence. The
e “Dying Gaul” at Pergamum “Laocoon™ and the
-:nghm“ at Rhodes, and “Venus of Milo™ of
drian school are well-known maslerpieces.
1 particular, was admired by Michelangelo,
t a marvel of art.
ly Greek paintings mostly on vases. It is
: here that though ‘important advances were

yles temples were built in Greece.
hat simpler while the lonic and




By WeSET a i wf Melest BN R T T k™ 1 ]
oty pid drame aniC STtk L eohadt Deake o

in poetr 1*1‘[':3 fm «they scaled the highest Il‘tdi\ of

ture anc I, 400 years ago™. This spectacular achje, CMey,

he free -d DY i
was due largely 10 1 ‘ | i )
their small fity-smtes. Hence we can justty the Stateme

~ . ent
that ancient Greece is the mother of the modern E:ump

’:Ein
civilization.

(vii)ROMAN CIVILIZATION

Rome which began as a city-state absorbed the Whole of
ltaly in course of time and ultimately established HS supr
macy over all portions of the Mediterranean littora] e
northern Britaj | ghiind

-cm Brtam as well. They established the mightiest
empire of anuquity. Viewed aright this achievement s 4
E:E:d uftl; €ngrossing interest, It is worthy of note here tha
- ef‘. 1sa'tmed 4 New synthesis of Greek culture. In man

PECIS 1L 1s a continuation of Greek culture. To this Romi
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selves from the Etruseans and the last of the By
the Tarquins was expelled from Rome at the End“"'{a
century B.C, The monarchy was abolished Of th
republic was established. After strengthening i Ang
: etNEnIng inte
Republic began the conquest of the Peninsyla Mnal]y
Rome was in control of all the territory f‘ﬁ:‘:m' By 27
Messina 1o somewhat north of Pisa. It should h[hg Stra
that it was Rome which brought the whole of | € Notey
rule and not that Rome merged itsell into th taly und,
organisation. This explains why the ¢ bigger |,
established | . republic Whi
ished in Italy came 0 be called the R o
a“d the E“‘P”E which was established later d”mﬂn Rep
oman Empire, Came 1o he .
From 270 B.C. to 14 AD. R : |
; w lea &0 (4]
:;2“?‘1”&1“'31 E}’fia, Greece and Egy;:E p{iﬁ; :j
in the three Punic war s .
end. It 1s worth r&mcmbﬁrriqn;“}i:tzlught Gir
greal Carthaginian general Hannibal x:; A
as one of the greatest warriors in the hi 0 18 rightly rega;
who is ranked with AIEHan{f n the history of the worlg
Bonaparte. Though dffbﬂEEE;:jr. J]_::l:u:: h('su‘:sar and Napo|
generalship. Finall cated Hanmbal displaye,
B e i 5.
o B80S itteiiane
gﬂﬁﬁumd tampaigns agains nat'"h Victorious  march
pain and southern Gayl B Ve tribes in northern Ii
era Rome had conguered y the beginning of the Chris
was undoubtedly the greatest o -, V0! 3
u the greatest po : grranean i
_ The expansion of 1} power of the time.
conquests proved disacira.. o orY through a ser
A &nmﬂimlmuﬂ e o Bh a seres
were revolts from 133 | an republic, T
mmﬁﬁuﬁ ETHE“]“ the mtantimgpri'{:uk':lrultzi
' save the Republic > Were elected as tribunes v

temoled to imimese. f .
s L‘..E." ove the log rom complete collapse, Th

1I.1|.-'1i:|h {‘Elﬂh
eleated Cy
: eek rule |
part played by

_ mmﬂg‘;hﬁpﬂsams Linfortunate
ed & much needed Nation of the Seaate. The
: m*ﬁtmw““““} for the dicran
e o __:waﬁ-@-'ﬁmis who distinguishe
Ifus angd hﬁ ' B-C-LManuxmd Sull

e ..m “wwdme the dicrawr AfTe
Em sar, Pompe,. beam® thi

.__._ e m:ﬂt Of the most fam® o
& BAYE @ severe joly 1o 1he WY



e =T L B I\"H_I?_AT[
pan Republic. On it 4, i
ROy dictatorship.

esal Was a great
Ca B Cﬂ'nqu:rnr and

* 518 1o alesman
”ﬂd;hﬁ- He conquered Gay|, Bﬁtainai-g IErritonies 1 :::

Wr The i:ﬂHGWinE message he gay CSt Asia and Ag
W areer: “I came, I saw, 1 cop €10 the Senate syms 1
' dﬂﬂd; continued in na Quereq™ The . P

.-|E' Il 5 m{:, v a Rt ulrllq'zl:_
lﬂ as a dlclalﬂf. HE was Cdﬂhar eot P

- ed in 44
Fﬁn_ q warrior, an efficieny Hdminiitr;i?ﬂ B.C. As 2
& r.'

¥ -
sold! reformer and a man of e :

: e |
%" . on on Roman history. ik

" meneral confusion followed :
wﬁm the grand nephew am::h!: fall of Caesar Finally
s ; ddﬂp[:d son of ¢

e oht fhﬂ chuhhc 1o an end. From 29 B.C aesar
ﬂm:l jod of forty-two years he was the Uﬂdnp:;‘_:jq:f :
Fthe Roman Empire. He assumed the tites like i
dignity). 2 title by which he is better known, Princeps
svitatis (the first citizen of the State), and Tamperator
COTIOUS general). He set about the re-establishment of

yman authority and the machinery of government The
lic was In essence abholished and the monarchy he
shel lﬂ.ﬁlﬂd for HEEI‘]}' two centuries, The ]fl-f.‘ﬂﬁ-'.i alsg
"5:_5"-"_ greatesl flowering of Roman culture. For these
the Age of Augustus has been regarded as the

Age of Roman C ulture.
‘most brilliant period of Roman q:h'ili;tau?n:t;{ﬂf_hr
U iy . 31 ks § en W 3] =
Btk the death of AUBUSID: sl 4 10 this
tended to become more autocraut. AQE0a TS 7
hepan to play an important = . Wanual fo the
tﬂ P* }f .ty and bore the utle f"i“‘*] 2 ]
2pled -'ﬂn ristanl }'r 0 [un:t'[iiﬂ“ﬁ"-'i 4':.

hﬁ >
5 A |
4 E‘.lﬁh]lhhlﬂi in H.
h LDme 3

slalesman
has left has

3t

5. h
short-lived: \:Tl] -rund:‘ the contre! & ©
- m "'E' L‘l.i - oy [.r,,l'i ,||1 { onslt

'[l;tflr from fhe €O re Which p



‘AN

it CIENT CIVILIZATIO

[ er was the h o

i ; ea
d mily, A trait of the d. Pater fumiy 85
. u % b

ve the famili howing of
5 $lood
the

! ncﬂ"" w
; ‘ﬂm Bﬁﬂlﬁ com
posed of
or nﬂhlﬂﬁ oOr quEF wo EIHE‘;‘:ET
Pl?t'b.fﬂn s
o “hlf

£t eopl
% e ol
ﬂﬁﬁpn peop lower class). |
‘i'gpﬂﬁ ﬂﬂl‘f-'-d not cqual. Th.,,;, n the gity-sy;
?ﬁt’ilﬁﬁﬂs and mOre wealth. Th patricians ate of Rom
ore the wealthi bt i enjoy ¢ the
;nd we aste du’:sl i itk wned |h¢’|ﬂ‘fd sreater
]1'55‘| mﬁhﬂ ':m rkar,-; other higher {Lm""””'”l}r. Thr'h'_h:’il estates
Th‘ﬁi“i- ats” hf: rﬂr‘thi’-'m were J” Ces in the €Y monopo-
et o the patricians ren.',..m”":d "c],'umg.:‘:""*-'!nmfnt,
ﬂfjlih IJ'.IEI- ﬂ'ﬂE wmsEﬁSﬂdr lh: pi:rﬂln:d I'_'F'I|, [I_:-“: Fntl‘\. 5”-“:#,
l"'ll'ﬂ“{l their high s y ere hatur: occupied
4 iﬂr : IE social p‘-‘Sit' UI’JH:.,- menj _'1 the
he jenls Werc Sy 6] 0. of therr
ccupied the lowest strata of th led plebians or
of poar peasants. Wuri.:mgmmﬁ society, This q.;]-,fl&hi who
A " " alhh o
pﬂlnﬂi rights and were ¢ generally ¥ were
i : ere Oppress d y poor had
igw 10 re political ri ssed by the patrician ad no
Rt o jcal rights th : patricians. Wi
Iﬁu". of this st > Plfhh started s. With a
e Th ruggt‘: [h-l" Plrh'.' o - L t“l'.l\';:m:.ni
e £y i.'-'{'ll.ltd nOw as 5 gol & greater i :
o Wﬁd pr]rﬂ o the h vice 1n
.. : ml'LE Fﬂ” in the most 10 lghhl offices i#
e mu;é mﬂkc i B [h.u _“1F'uriunt political
4 Flﬂhl:-}i:m: Funh::r' the ‘;lr;:': third century
onal advocates of [thrPL s possessed i
sen the plebs : r own, SAESh: The
] P": 3 -i-ﬂd Puln[ik]}q Wi :
s came o feel T ans was legalised.
Ji.-".-l that the wellare .
y on them. are of Rome
- ﬂﬁd rfapc::l::d hy the
litical rights.

ﬁ]n}red no po

=

Roman

aificant par 1 the socil and
- war hecame

R pﬁyed a sig
'.-;-:': Romans. All [‘H’fr--:‘rnr:ﬁ of W
.:,.. a slave market @l Delos where nersons
*- were sold. Slaves wert emplod e 28
1 fﬂ‘l’ I:U“I‘HH!J.‘EI il the olIve w10
SC mplﬂ\ed 1o e e i9E il 'n-;u,.-..',. 0]
many o them € o] 48



(iii) CHINESE CIVILIZATION

By a general consent China is considered ‘collosal
China’ in view of the extent of territory, the vastness of
population and the antiquity and the durability of its culture.
Chinese civilization is one of the oldest in the world. The
Chinese call their country Tien Hsia ‘Under Heaven’, and
Chung Kuo, ‘The Middle Kingdom’. The name China has
been probably derived from the Ch’un dynasty in the third
century B.C. The Chinese belong 10 the Mongolian race.

Geographical Features: China can be divided into two parts
viz., China proper and its outlying sections or dependencies.
Its three important rivers are the Sinkiang, the Yangtze and
the Hwang Ho. As in other parts of the world, the niver
valleys became the cradles of Chinese civilization. It was 1n
the valley of the great river of north China, Hwang Ho, the
Yellow river that Chinese civilization was born.

Political History: The history of China goes back to 50{1]0
B.C. The first pcriod is a shadowy penﬂd and mostly
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grounded in the teachings of the greal philosophers, the
notable among whom being Confucius, Obligations rather
than rights were the basis of the social organisation. The
obligations were taught (o the Chinese from their childhood,
Thus runs u Chinese proverb: “He who knows not the rites
has nothing to shape his character,™

Stratification is noted by its absence in the Chinese
soctety. Scholars and farmers were at the head of the social
order. The second stratum was occupted by the artisans, the
craftsmen, the traders or merchants, and the soldiers. At the
end of the social scale stood actors, beggars and servants.
The basic social unit consisted of the family with the male
head and the clan. Importance was attached 1o (he family
and not the individual. Sons obtained wives from their
mother's family, The children of 4 brother and sister married
frequently. The boys and girls were segregated. The adoles-
cence of the boy was marked by the performance of formal
ceremonies in which he received a ca p.

Women enjoyed no high status politically. But there are
reterences in Chinese history 1o Outstanding female char-
acters. Her place in home depended on ability.

Art and Architecture: The Chinese hardly laid any emphasis
on art and architecture. According o Professor Thorndike,
“In art the Chinese have preferred the picturesque to the
monumental, in social life the ceremonial 1o the material.
They worship their ancestors with continued funeral rites
rather than with enduring tombs. China is not a graveyard
like Egypt, it is an ancestral home. " The bronzes and
sacrificial vessels reveal quality of workmanship. Undoub-
tedly the most important monument of ancient China was
the Great Wall or Wan-Li.C hang Cheng (Ten Thousand Li
Long Wall) built in arder to prevent the Huna invasion. The
Great Wall. of which ruins still EXISL, containg ahout 20,000
iowers of forty feet high built at an interval of 100 yards,
There are 1,000 small towers, There is a moat on its outer
Side. The material used for the construction varies. “On the
sdstern reaches . . . . has an earth or rubble core faced with
¢ither brick or stone. . , | Many of the stones are huge hewn
granite blocks, some of them fourteen feet long and three or
four feet thick. In the western sections the Wall is often
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these the first two originated in China and brought about a
profound impact on socio-religious and philosophical
system of China. The third viz., Buddhism, was born in
India, and played a significant part in the history of China.
Some regard that the nature of the earliest religion of
China was monotheism. This tended to be polytheistic when
the worship of ancestors, spirits said to reside in mountains
and rivers and stars became common, Heaven and Earth
were held in great veneration and sacrifices were offered 1o
win their goodwill. Tt was the belief of the Chinese that if
they failed to propitiate God, universe would he disarranged
and the natural calamities like floods, drought and the like
would occur. To avert this, the kings and nobles performed
regular ceremonies. They also felt the need 10 evolve some
philosophies as is borne out by Confucius and lao-tse.

Confucius

Confucius (551-479 B.C.): Confucius who helped the Chin-
ese 1o build up a peacelul and lasting civilization was born in
the feudal state of Lu in 551 B.C. He lost his father, an
official in the state, at the age of three and was brought up by
his mother in poverty. He. however, made a diligent study of
learning of the past. He married at the age of mineteen and
entered the services of the state as a storekeeper. From this
humble position he rose 1o occupy the highest office in the
state viz,, the Prime Minister, When differences arose
between himself and the ruler in respect of the principles of
Bovernance, he lefl service while only in middle age.
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Thereafter. he travelled all over north-eastern China wi
band of disciples trying 1o find a ruler who would a?i :'ftth 4
principles of governmen! or 10 employ him. Being Ldt-“ nis
pointed he returned to his state and spent his rgmfa-p‘
years in quiet study and teaching. He died in 479 BE}‘“E
the age of 72. S
Confucius was sorry at the sight of the rich ang
powerful disobeying the laws. With the object of trainin o
youth in self-discipline and the art of good Iaademhig T
started a school when he was only twenty-1Wwo years ﬂl[:j IE
soon became famous and attracted large number nl'slude,ﬁ::
The youth accepted him as their Guru or preceptor. (]

Confucius was neither the founder ol a religion
ceformer. As he puts it. he was “not a maker
but a transmitter, believing in and loving the ancients”, Hi;
teachings were hased on moral principles. The elabora
system of ethics he built up conceived that the whole duty of
man lies in the right ordering of his relationship to others
He favoured the building up of a socicty on old norms
by observance of the ancient rituals and the cultivation of
uprightness. He taught the people © cultivate dulies as
signed 10 different units in the society. The dutics A

grouped under five divisions ViZ.
hushands and wives? fathers and children: elder and w

hrothers and those of friends. He never claimed he W&
divinely inspired nor discussed questions pn:nuining 1o {.m.;
life after death, and the world. He asked “While you cannt
serve men. how can you servi spirits?” He disagreed with ¢
view that suintly men must not take partin worldly .lHd.’r'm
He argued: 11 is impossible 1o withdraw from 1hc w.r:’I-JhJ“‘
associate with birds and beasts that have no affinity Wit ‘he
With whom should | associate but with sufiering men
diﬁnrder that Pft.‘\'&ih 1s what n:qujn:_-. my efforts

‘the chief interests ©

[ ethies

Teachings:
nor a religious

. those of ruler and subjects:
yunger

I {LII.IILIL-h.“

As memimnad-naﬂier.
were. those of 2 SEESHA and the teacher © n AT
ethical principles he preached could find accﬂ_]“tﬂktu.::
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E others. You should JOVE

I, do not do 10 © £
yuursﬂf only with your equils: -p::nd the

cultivale friendship

. »



AMUIENT CIVHLIZATIONS 19

YOUr Cnergy m improving your mind. 1 you unlphw 4 Mmdan,
trust him". Thus, he laid emphasis on fundamental moral
virtues like benevolence, love. goodness and rationality.

In esumating the contribution of Confucius, Haves and
Moon emphasise the following points: In the first place.
though as a pohitical reformer he failed, his theory of the
supremacy ol the Emperor as a mediator between the nation
and the torces of nature had a great imfluence during the
later years, Secondly, his emphasis on the observance ol old
norms gave impetus o the worship of ancestors and respect
of old rehigion. Thirdly, his ethical principles helped 10 a
great extent to shape Chinese character.

Mencius: After the death of Confucius his traditon was
developed and propagated by his successors among whom
Mencius stands out prominently. A native of the state of Lu,
Mencius is said to have lived between 373 and 288 B.C. In
his upbringing and the principles he followed Mencius
resembles Confucius. He was brought up by his old and wise
mother. A high minded man and a scholar, Mencius
attracted pupils towards him. He evinced keen interest in the
government and therefore he went round to induce the
princes to adopt his norms. Like Confucius he believed that
the rulers by their good examples. not by brute force. would
create a good society.

Some scholars justifiably feel that Mencius differed
from Confucius. He held the view that state responds to
worthy influence and man is by nature good. but education
would make him better. The people could rise in revoltif the
ruler became cruel and corrupt. He criticised the princes and
emphasised that it was the duty of the state to look after the
material welfare of the subjects. His thoughts are preserved
in Meng Tzu Shu or ‘The Book of Mencius’.

N After Mencius the Confucian tradition was continued
by Hsun Kuang or Hsun Tzu who lived in the third century
B.C. He expressed concern for good government and held
that man is by nature bad. But he opined that man could be
improved by education. He opposed war and favoured
ioo the affection and goodwill of the people of the
- . S L L . L (R, .

i
L

'I




VIEW that the

m crunes | 1 (ke
" 1 - ‘.I B
Ctencius, b8 cahseribed L0 rationalist. Hsun
Like MeW’ oty 18 111 takddhe TS Il::-rlunt-ll:”mg,
g i IWIIWI‘ 1 gnml must be
ieve 1M 5 thil St X
s Jdid  not helieve gisled T
:cr:n:unu'h anild lln,-uulllllﬂ :_|rij‘-|'ilfl In lhﬂ face of _'-h“
. eV 15t DE : mist, 1nsisun
rewnrded and the evil ””.14.=l1.-'. he wid ar “ptl.ﬂ""'l and lh:’ig
confusion 1m ex he cide of ,—j,glnu_ul_lhﬂi--"-h = t
= He felt that

; « universe 3 | I,
tlhll‘lht ui . i "“h“ud for goot d dits
man's evil nature ¢ g.|1 reflecthion and medita-

knowledge could be men of outstanding
lion and not by reason. (o the development

abihity contributed m Ay s
of Confucian tradion.

needs
i."l"i‘f'l“ll“

L]

; on |
an be B

:n.:quin.'a.l throu
rhus these

all measure

v older conlemporary of
Confucius. His lite wi ind some scholars even
doubt whether he existed. There is also no unanimity of
apinion among scholars regarding his date of birth. He 1s

in 600 B.C, and worked as the

believed to have been born in
keeper of the archives in the court of the Chou. The

authorship of the book Tao Te Ching (the Book of the World
Law and its Power) 18 attributed to hm.

The religion that was founded on his teachings came O
?‘E:I:;::'hﬂs Tcm.-:wrr: The name Taoism comes ‘I'mm the term
Tac -h means way or path. “Knowledge of the Tao, they
insisted, is not 1o be attained by reason and study, but by the
mystic way of contemplation and inward illumination™ Like
the Buddha, Lao-tse taught that the key to ha iner.:-'. and
contentment lies in the curbing of desires, He said: “He i
e T e e
peace of his soul by curbi possible for one 1o keep the
he said: *'iuﬁﬁ#'miingl:ﬁl; lf:‘ﬁ’iﬂﬂﬂ and desires. Therefore
the scramble for wealth mars the e wnind and

Taoism was essentially a mc character of man™
e “!i' 4 moral code. It opposed rituals
.“.;.m mﬂli believed that salvation
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tion and disagreed with the
-Q}I‘_ﬂ' people. “The
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sybstances supposed (o prolong life, such as seeds and resin
of evergreens like the pine and fir, products of such other
rees and plants as the plum, and certain mintrals/and
jewels—gold. jade and the pearf’. As one of thg” greal
relimons of China Tacism with an essenually” passivis!

y moulded the life. thought and aris Of China.
Among other schools of philosophy that emerged in
China menlion maj be made of the school based on the
weachings of Mo Tior Mo Tzu. He stood for the improvement
of the society. This he thought was possible by conforming
shole-heartedly 1 the will of God by reason and logic. He
advised people to love their fellows as they would love their
blood brothers. This advocacy of universal love prompled
#im to condemn ‘war as unbrotherly and murderous’ and
ignore the siructure of the society.
¥Yang Chung who lived in the fourth century B.C. was
an individualist. He did not leave behind him a cult of his
own He advocated both pessimism and fatalism. Life.
according to him was full of misery and sorrow. This cannol
be improved because fate determines all. Hence ‘each
should take life as it comes, enduring and making the most
of it for himself. and not bothering about others or the state’.
There were many other schools in China among whom

the Legalists gained populanty in the court of Shih Hwang
Ti They suggested to the ruler that literature must start
aftesh from his reign. Acting on this, he ordered the

destruction of many valuable books. 49345

Y
‘Buddhism: Buddhist missionaries visited China under the
Tsin dynasty. By the end of the first century A.D. many
Buddhist monks had setiled in the Lo Yang province in
Ceniral China. Among them Kasyapa Matunga and Dhar-
‘maraksa are noteworthy. These two Buddhist monks carried
‘with them to China a white horse laden with sacred texis and
p 5r ordered the construction of a

relics. Emperor Ming Ti
wastery which cam be called *The White Horse

Monastery’. These two monks stayed in this monastery and
translated about 413 Sanskrit lexts into the Chinese. Thus
ddhism became the popular religion of China.
e and Literature: The Chinese were of the view thal
”imm originated. Their script consists




Hebrew civilization

The Hebrews were born in Mesopotamia, specifically of Abraham and his clan,
who settled themselves in Palestine. Originally, this place was called Canaan, with its
respective inhabitants called Canaanites. Many years later, a tribe of Aryan origins
called the Philistines arrive, naming the area Philistia (the origin of “Palestine”).
Finally the Hebrews arrive, who did not have great relevance, but still remain
current, above all their religion.

a) Abraham was the first of the patriarchs. He was born in the city of Ur, in Mesopotamia.
The Bible relates that at 75 years old this patriarch heard the voice of God, which told him
to leave the land of Ur. Historians The sons he had with his wife Sara, Isaac, and her slave
Hagar, Ishmael, are the origin of many conflicts in the Middle East, as these sons would give
rise to the Jews and the Arab.

b) Jacob was the son of Isaac and grandson of Abraham, also known as Israel, which
means, “He who wrestles with God .” He married in Chaldea and returned to Palestine. He
had 12 sons, who were the founders of the twelve tribes of Israel.

c) Moses name means, "Saved from the waters.”He liberated his people from Egyptian
oppression by means of the Exodus. He received the Ten Commandments at Mount
Sinai. His people were punished for 40 years for idolatry.

The Successor of Moses would be Joshua, who would just conclude the long
journey towards Palestine. On arrival, they would see that the Promised Land was
occupied by other peoples like the Canaanites and Philistines. It would be necessary
to fight to conquer Canaan.

Cultural Customs in the Ancient Hebrew Civilization

They valued music and employed it in religious ceremonies. The shofar was a
typical Hebrew instrument, the horn of a ram used to convene ritual ceremonies.
They also used zithers, timbrels (tambourines) and flutes to mention only the most
popular. There were no paintings nor sculptures for fear that they would fall into
idolatry.

The Hebrews dedicated themselves to agriculture and raising livestock. The
characteristic crops were olives and grapevines, and they also obtained legumes and
lentils. The shepherding of sheep, oxen, goats, horses and camels accompanied their
agricultural activity.

Achievements and Contributions to Humanity



The contribution to humanity which stands out most is their religion, as it
dominated all aspects of the Hebrew culture.. The first great difference in the
religion of the Hebrew people from the rest of the Near East is believing in only one
God.

Patriarchy

The nucleus of the Hebrew society was the patriarchal family, in which the
father was the highest authority. In the beginning, the Hebrews lived in family
groups or clans directed by the oldest, the patriarch, who administered justice,
directed war and religious rites.

The Monarchy

Saul, a good warrior to face their enemies, was the first Hebrew king. In the year
1000 B.C. David was chosen as Saul’s successor. The new king faced their enemies,
conquered Jerusalem and made it into the capital of the State.

Art in the Ancient Hebrew Civilization

The majority of literary works were compiled and organized during the period of the
peak of the monarchy and by order of the king. The Psalms, Proverbs, nuptial songs
of the Song of Songs, the Chronicles, Genesis, Exodus, Judges, the Kings and other
books denominated the Books of Wisdom, like Ecclesiastes, deserve special mention.
They valued music and employed it in their religious ceremonies. The shofar was a
typical Hebrew instrument, the horn of a ram used to convene ritual ceremonies.
They also used zithers, timbrels (tambourines) and flutes, to mention the most
popular. Their architecture stood out, within it the palaces, the homes of the nobles
and the temples.

Economy and activities

The Hebrews, established in Palestine, dedicated themselves to agriculture
and raising livestock. The characteristic crops were olives and grapevines, and they
also obtained legumes and lentils. The shepherding of sheep, oxen, goats, horses,
and camels accompanied their agricultural activity. They also worked in ceramics
and made numerous textiles of wool and linen; the most important of their economic
activities was commerce. They exported oil and wine and imported metals, ivory,
and spices.

Society

The Israelite society was intimately related to their religion. The nucleus of
the Hebrew society is the family, which is patriarchal. The father is the highest
authority. Slaves also existed; they were obtained by buying them or as prisoners of
war. In their time as nomads, the Hebrews lived in tents with little furniture. This



way of life facilitated their movement in search of pastures for their flocks. After
settling in Palestine, they lived in houses made of stone, surrounded by gardens,
forming settlements.

Religion of the Hebrews:

Monotheistic religion (belief in only one God: Yahweh or Jehovah): The Hebrew
people had the conviction of believing in only one universal God, Jehovah, creator of
all things. This was the product of a long religious evolution, crystallized by Moses,
who vigorously imposed monotheism during the 40 years of life wandering through
the desert, after the exodus.

The Old Testament also includes historical and prophetic books, and books of
wisdom. In total there are 21 books by sacred writers, of diverse value and of
philosophical literary nature.

New Testament: 27 books, deals with the life of Jesus, acts of the apostles, etc, consisting
of:

o The Four Gospels (Saint Mark, Saint Luke, Saint Matthew, and Saint John)

e Acts of the Apostles

e Epistles of Saint Paul and Saint Peter

e The Revelation by Saint John

e Dispersion of the Jewish people

In the present, the Jewish people, after having suffered domination at various
times, finds itself established in part of the territory of Palestine. Israel has achieved
appreciable political, social, and economic development.

The contribution to humanity which stands out most is their religion, as it
dominated all aspects of the Hebrew culture. The prohibition of representing the
divinity stimulated literature and the result was the Bible, also denominated the Holy
Scriptures. The Old Testament is written for the Hebrews. It speaks of the customs
and moral thoughts of the Israelites. Later the Christians added the New Testament
with the arrival of Christ and the origins of Christianity. The first great difference in
the religion of the Hebrew people from the rest of the Near East is believing in only
one God. This God is just and good and demands from his people the fulfillment of a
certain morality. He does not have a human form, which means that he cannot be
represented. Man is inferior to Him, as God made him in his image, immortal, but as
he has sinned he must be punished.
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