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NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION

e Neolithic age in the world started by 9000 BC.
e Neolithicis a greek word which means new stone age. Neo means new and

lithic refers to stone. The name was first coined by Sir John Lubbock in 1865.

e Early farming spread to Asia Minor, North Africa and North Mesopotamia. In

1000 BC. In the early period farming and domestication of animals were

done.

Animals like dogs, sheeps, goat were domesticated in the earlier

period and later cattle and pigs were included.

PRE-POTTERY NEOLITHIC AGE:-

Il Phase:-

In 10000 BC there was lack of permanent houses. In the advance stage
there was true farming, grain ground, wild cereals, re-seeding of
wheat, herding of animals and domestication. Before grains figs were
cultivated

Settlement:- Permanent with round houses with single rooms. For the
first time mud bricks were used. It was surrounded by stone walls and
stone tower. The walls protected them flood, animals and nearby
groups.

In this phase houses were of rectangular mud bricks. There were
single or multiple rooms.

The burial findings showed the preserved skulls and the body was left
to decay and bones buried inside under the floor.

In 6200 BC this culture spread from Syria to Iraq.

POTTERY NEOLITHIC AGE:-

The earth became warm and due to climatic changes agriculture
revolution was initiated.

Wild wheat and barley grew in the warm climate

Intellectual advance in the brain caused the people to settle



e The walls of houses were seen with murals of hunting men, cattle
and female goddess.

e Plants were also domesticated. It was the process by which farmers
selected successive plants or animals.

e Plants that were harvested early was wild wheat

e Livestock:- The first livestock were domesticated from animals
hunted for meat. For example pigs from wild boar. Milk and meat
were added to human diet . Morever from the animals disease like
smallpox, influenza and measles spread. Sheep and cattle were the
first farm animals. In Mesopotamia water buffalo and yak were in
use and later ox and donkey were used.

e Clothing:- As the climate was warm linen clothes were used. They
were cool and light weight. In the cold climate leather and wool were
in use. Bone pins were used to fasten garments and bone needles
for sewing.

e Religion:- People changed their focus on fertility or grow crops,
worship of Mother Goddess or earth fertility. Small clay statues were
seen. There was belief of nature, animals , forests, mountains, river
and stones. There followed time to plant or to harvest. Their
observation on the moon helped to form the lunar calendar. There
were numerous rites related to climate and crops.

In this age the first temple and the first priest appeared.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT:-

e This culture evolved in South Asia, Middle East. Early development
was seen in Levant, Turkey and Mesopotamia. In South Asia at
Mehgarh in Baluchistan and in the Ganges valley this culture was
evident. In South east Europe by 7000 BC and in Central Europe by
5500 BC and in Europe by 4500 BC the development of this culture
was seen.

FARMING:-



e Crop farming and cultivation was common and the people settled
spend more time and labour in crop fields. The difference in human
interaction and methods associated with agricultural practices in
Neolithic is called Neolithic revolution coined by Australian
archaeologist Gordon Childe. The benefits of increasing
development of farming technology was the ability to produce crop
yield surplus to the needs of the community. This high yield was used
during food shortage.

Evaluation:-

There was tremendous change in the culture in all aspects. The
settlements formed the beginning of civilization. Houses,
Domestication of animals, pottery making, agriculture received a high
impetus. Hunters had animal protein and nutritional benefits were
added. The animal by products were used as fertilizers, fuel and as
building material. Animals provided protein, diary based products used
for barter and trade. Processing of crops and food production was
initiated. In diferent parts of the world the people belonging to this
community settled in different areas.
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