I: QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT, JINNAH’S DEMANDS
Dr. P. SURESH, Ph.D.,

Also known as the India August Movement or August Kranti.
It was officially launched by the Indian National Congress (INC) led by Mahatma Gandhi
on 9 August 1942.
The movement gave the slogans ‘Quit India’ or ‘Bharat Chodo’. Gandhi gave the slogan
to the people — ‘Do or die’.
In line with the Congress ideology, it was supposed to be a peaceful non-violent movement
aimed at urging the British to grant India independence.
The Quit India Resolution was passed by the Congress Working Committee on 8 August
1942 in Bombay. Gandhi was named the movement’s leader.
The resolution stated the provisions of the movement as:

1. Animmediate end to British rule over India.

2. Declaration of the commitment of free India to defend itself against all kinds of

imperialism and fascism.
3. Formation of a provisional government of India after British withdrawal.
4. Sanctioning a civil disobedience movement against British rule.

Gandhi’s instructions to various sections of the public:

1. Government servants: do not resign your job but proclaim loyalty to the INC.

2. Soldiers: be with the army but refrain from firing on compatriots.

3. Peasants: pay the agreed-upon rent if the landlords/Zamindars are anti-
government; if they are pro-government, do not pay the rent.

4. Students: can leave studies if they are confident enough.

5. Princes: support the people and accept the sovereignty of them.

6. People of the princely states: support the ruler only if he is anti-government;
declare themselves as part of the Indian nation.

Causes of Quit India Movement — Why was it launched?

The Second World War had started in 1939 and Japan, which was part of the Axis Powers
that were opposed to the British in the war were gaining onto the north-eastern frontiers of
India.

The British had abandoned their territories in South-East Asia and had left their population
in the lurch. This act did not garner much faith among the Indian population who had
doubts about the British ability to defend India against Axis aggression.

Gandhi also believed that if the British left India, Japan would not have enough reason to
invade India.

Apart from hearing news about British setbacks in the war, the war-time difficulties such
as high prices of essential commaodities fostered resentment against the British government.
The failure of the Cripps Mission to guarantee any kind of a constitutional remedy to
India’s problems also led to the INC calling for a mass civil disobedience movement.
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Response to Quit India Movement

e The British government responded to the call of Gandhi by arresting all major Congress
leaders the very next day. Gandhi, Nehru, Patel, etc. were all arrested. This left the
movement in the hands of the younger leaders like Jayaprakash Narayan and Ram Manohar
Lohia. New leaders like Aruna Asaf Ali emerged out of the vacuum of leadership.

e Over 100000 people were arrested in connection with this movement. The government
resorted to violence in order to quell the agitation. They were mass floggings and lathi
charges. Even women and children were not spared. About 10000 people died in police
firing in total.

e There was no communal violence.

e The INC was banned. Its leaders were jailed for almost the whole of the war. Gandhi was
released on health grounds in 1944.

e The people responded to Gandhi’s call in a major way. However, in the absence of
leadership, there were stray incidences of violence and damage to government property.
Many buildings were set on fire, electricity lines were cut and communication and transport
lines were broken.

e Some parties did not support the movement. There was opposition from the Muslim
League, the Communist Party of India (the government revoked the ban on the party then)
and the Hindu Mahasabha.

e The League was not in favour of the British leaving India without partitioning the country
first. In fact, Jinnah asked more Muslims to enlist in the army to fight the war.

e The Communist party supported the war waged by the British since they were allied with
the Soviet Union.

« Subhas Chandra Bose, was by this time, organizing the Indian National Army and the Azad
Hind government from outside the country.

« C Rajagopalachari, resigned from the INC since he was not in favour of complete
independence.

e Ingeneral, the Indian bureaucracy did not support the Quit India Movement.

o There were strikes and demonstrations all over the country. Despite the communist group’s
lack of support to the movement, workers provided support by not working in the factories.

o Insome places, parallel governments were also set up. Example: Ballia, Tamluk, Satara.

e The chief areas of the movement were UP Bihar, Maharashtra, Midnapore, and Karnataka.
The movement lasted till 1944,

Importance of Quit India Movement — Significance/What it achieved?

o Despite heavy-handed suppression by the government, the people were unfazed and
continued their struggle.

o Even though the government said that independence could be granted only after the end of
the war, the movement drove home the point that India could not be governed without the
support of the Indians.

e The movement placed the demand for complete independence at the top agenda of the
freedom movement.

e Public morale and anti-British sentiment were enhanced.
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11: INA AND NETAJI,

Following the outbreak of World War 11, Japan invaded South East Asia. At the time 70,000
troops were stationed in the region, most of them along the Malayan coast. Japan conducted a
lightning campaign which culminated in the fall of the Malayan peninsula and Singapore in 1942.
In the Singapore campaign alone, 45,000 Indian prisoners of war were captured. It was from these
prisoners of war that the Japnese decided to create an auxiliary army which would fight against
the British.

The first INA was formed under Mohan Singh, a former officer of the British Indian Army
captured during the Malay campaign. Conditions in the prisoner of war camps, as well as
resentment against the British in general, saw many prisoners of war volunteer join the Indian
National Army

The initiative received considerable support from the Imperial Japanese Army and from
the ethnic Indian population of South-East Asia. However, disagreements between Mohan Singh
and Japanese Army Command regarding the autonomy of the Indian National Army led to the
disbandment of the first INA in December 1942

Subash Chandra Bose and the second INA

Although Mohan Singh had angered the Japanese Army Command through his actions,
they relented to form a second Indian National Army. Mohan Singh himself recommended that
Subash Chandra Bose for the leadership role. His reputation as a committed nationalist was known
to both the Indian diaspora of South East Asia and the Imperial Japanese Army. As such, they were
more open to the idea of a nationalist army led by Subash Chandra Bose. The activities of Subash
Chandra Bose in India had forced the British authorities to imprison him, but he escaped and
reached Berlin in 1941.

Although the German leadership were sympathetic to his cause, logistic problems
prevented them from granting any support to his quest for raising an army to fight the British.
However, the Japanese were ready to support him and upon their personal invitation, Subash
Chandra Bose arrived in Singapore in July 1943 to take command of what would be known as the
second Indian National Army, now known by its alternative name as the Azad Hind Fauj.

Operations of the Azad Hind Fauj

After Subash Chandra Bose took command of the Azad Hind Fauj, there was a swell of
volunteers looking to join the INA. Although Subash Chandra Bose agreed for the INA to remain
subordinate to the Japanese Army, he saw it as a necessary sacrifice towards the fulfilment of the
ultimate goal of freeing India from the British Empire. The Azad Hind Fauj participated in
operation U-Go, the 1944 Japanese campaign towards British India. Although the INA saw initial
success during the early phases of the operation, they were forced to withdraw during the battle of
Imphal and battle of Kohima (Fought on April 4th, 1944) which saw the disastrous defeat for the
Japanese Army at the hands of the British.

The INA lost a substantial number of men and materiel in this retreat. A number of units
were disbanded or used to feed into new divisions of the now declining Japanese Army
Following the Japanese defeat in World War 2, most of the members of the INA were captured by
the British. Subash Chandra Bose himself eluded capture and was reported to have died in a plane
crash near Taiwan in September 1945.
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I11: PARTITION OF INDIA

The Partition was and continues to remain a highly controversial arrangement along with
being a cause of much tension in the Indian subcontinent today. It is widely believed that Lord
Mountbatten rushed the partition process along with having influenced the Radcliff Line to favour
India. The two countries were granted independence long before the boundary commission decided
on the final borders between India and Pakistan.

Historians argue that it was British haste for a less violent exit that led to the atrocities
during the Partition. Because independence was granted much earlier by the partition, it fell upon
the shoulders of India and Pakistan to maintain law and order. No large population movements
were contemplated despite plans to protect minorities on both sides of the border. It was a task at
which both states failed. There was a complete breakdown of law and order; many died in riots,
massacre, or just from the hardships of their flight to safety. What ensued was one of the largest
population movements in recorded history.

Law and order had broken down many times before Partition, with much bloodshed on
both sides. A massive civil war was looming by the time Mountbatten became Viceroy. After the
Second World War, Britain had limited resources, perhaps insufficient to the task of keeping
order. Another viewpoint is that while Mountbatten may have been too hasty, he had no real
options left and achieved the best he could under difficult circumstances.

Conservative elements in England consider the Partition of India to be the moment that the
British Empire ceased to be a world power, following Curzon’s dictum: “the loss of India would
mean that Britain drops straight away to a third rate power”.
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IV: INDIAN INDEPENDENCE

The Indian Independence Act was based upon the Mountbatten plan of 3™ June 1947 and
was passed by the British parliament on July 5, 1947. It received royal assent on July 18, 1947.

Salient features

=

It provided for two dominion states : India and Pakistan

2. The boundaries between the two dominion states were to be determined by a Boundary
Commission which was headed by Sir Cyril Radcliff.

3. It provided for partition of Punjab & Bengal and separate boundary commissions to
demarcate the boundaries between them.

4. Pakistan was to comprise the West Punjab, East Bengal, Territories of the Sind, North West
frontier provinces, Syllhat divisions of Assam, Bhawalpur, khairpur, Baluchistan and 8
other princely states of Baluchistan.

5. The authority of the British Crown over the princely states ceased and they were free to

join either India or Pakistan or remain independent.
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9.

10.
11.
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Both the dominions of India and Pakistan were to have Governor Generals to be appointed
by the British King. The act also provided for a common Governor general if both of them
agreed.

The constituent assemblies of both the states were free to make constitutions of their
respective countries.

For the time being till the constitution was made, both of them would be governed in
accordance with the Government of India act 1935.

Any modification or omission could be done by the Governor General.

British Government would not continue any control on any dominion.

The Governor general was invested with adequate powers until March 1948 to issue orders
for effective implementation of the provisions of the Indian independence act 1947.
Those civil servants who had been appointed before the August 15, 1947, will continue in
service with same privileges.



