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UNIT – II: Urbanization: growth and causes – Urbanization in India and World – Regional 

pattern of Urbanization in India - Urban expansion and conurbation – CBD and its 

characteristics. 

 

URBANIZATION 

• The process of becoming urban. 

• The dramatic rise in the number of cities and the changes in lifestyle that result is 

called urbanization. 

This growth in the size and number of cities is called Urbanisation. 

• urbanization Transformation of a population from rural to urban status; the process 

of city formation and expansion. 

In essence, a rural to urban shift is taking place. 

 

Sources of Urbanization 

• The urban system of a country grows mainly by: 

1. Natural population increase (births – deaths) 

2. Migration from rural areas (especially in  countries with large rural 

populations) 

3. Immigration from other countries (especially in Europe and North America) 

4. Reclassification of urban boundaries to encompass formerly rural areas 

Urbanization – two dimensions 

• An increase in the number of people living in an urban area. 

• An increase in the percentage of people living in an urban area. 

 

Growth of urbanization and its causes 

 

1. Agricultural improvements - increased use of fertilizers, improved irrigation and 

farm mechanization -  improved productivity – release more non-agricultural 

populations. 

2. Industrialization - employment  



3. Market forces 

4. Growth of services -  education, retailing, entertainment, catering and administration. 

5. Improvement in transport and communication - increasing the mobility 

6. Emergence of towns as socio-cultural centres - social facilities like cinemas, art 

gallery's, entertainment parks- act as magnet to the surrounding peoples 

7. Natural population increase 

Advantages of Urbanization 

• Growth in industrial productions: The production in various industrial sectors like 

cement, iron and steel, textile, fertilizers etc., are helping in the economic growth of 

the country. Export increase and this forest reserve increases. 

• Growth in trade and commerce: Urbanization helps the nation's business sector. Rural 

people came to the urban places with their goods. 

• Development in tourism industries: People from foreign countries are attracted to 

good cities and towns having better transport facilities. Tourism is a good source of 

foreign currency for a country. 

• Improvement in Science, Culture etc.: Urban places are the meeting point of all good 

cultures of various localities. Education, science and technology developments take 

place in urban places improving the society as a whole. 

Disadvantages of Urbanization 

• The rapid inflows of rural population to urban places give rise to housing problem and 

thus slums are developed in these places. 

• The decrease in rural population effects the agricultural productions due to shortage 

of workers in rural areas. 

• The increase in population in urban places pressurize water and sanitation facilities. 

It results in environmental pollution, health hazards etc.. 

• The unemployment increases in urban areas. Due to the various criminal activities, 

corruption etc. increases affecting the law and order system. 

 

Urbanization in India 

• In India, about 38% of the population lives in cities. 

• The process of urbanization is still nascent in the Indian context. 

• Ancient India was a civilized society with many urban centers and centers of learning. 
• Early Urbanization - Mohenjodaro 

              Harappa 



 
• Capitals    - Kanauj 

                  - Ujjain 

 
• Religious Centers - Bodh Gaya 

         - Varanashi 

 
• University towns   - Takshasila 

           Nalanda 
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World Urbanization 

 

• The urban population (UN, 1993) was estimated to be 2.96 billion (table 1) in 2000 

and 3.77 in 2010 . 

•  It was estimated that nearly 50 million people are added to the world's urban 

population and about 35 million to the rural population each year. 

•  The share of world's population living in urban centers has increased from 39% in 

1980 to 48% in 2000.  

• The developed countries have higher urbanization level (76% in 2000) compared with 

developing countries(40% in 2000) The urbanization level has almost stabilized in 

developed countries.  

• Africa and Asian countries are in the process of urbanization. 

 

In 1800 less than 5% of the world population lived in cities. 

• By 1950, 16% of the world population lived in cities. 

• By 2005, 50% of the world population lived in cities 

• It is projected that by 2030, 60% of the world population will live in cities. 

• The world has experienced unprecedented urban growth in recent decades.  



• In May 2007 for the first time in history over 50% of the world's population lived in 

urban areas. 

• There are 411 cities over 1 million.  

• More developed nations are about 76 percent urban, while 40 percent of residents of 

less developed countries live in urban areas. 

• It is expected that 60 percent of the world population will be urban by 2030, and that 

most urban growth will occur in less developed countries  

 

 

 

http://www.prb.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PRB/Educators/Human_Population/Urbanization2/Patterns_of_World_Urbanization1.htm
http://www.prb.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PRB/Educators/Human_Population/Urbanization2/Patterns_of_World_Urbanization1.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Urban expansion and conurbation 

Urban expansion Urban growth consists of  horizontal and  

vertical expansions 

  Horizontal urbanization is where a city (urban functions like housing, malls, workplaces, 

infrastructure etc) spreads out over the ground, increasing the urban surface at the expense 

of rural and natural grounds or reclaimed land.  

 Vertical urbanization means building high-rise (and possibly also underground), 

concentrating urban functions on the same square mile or kilometres. 

 Skyscrapers - using vertical space 

 intensive use of land 

 shops at street level 

 professional offices at higher levels 

 Outward Expansion 

 advent of the automobile & transportation  routes 

 decline of public transport 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CBD 

• Dominates the commercial and cultural activity in a city. 

• In many cities it is immediately recognisable by the tall skyscrapers, neon lights at 

night and the very high density of buildings, traffic and people. 

• CBD is usually highly accessible – focus of roads, public transport. 

• Heart of the city – America – Down Town 

Main functions 

• Shops – top of the shopping hierarchy in a city. Widest range and the largest 

department stores. Wide sphere of influence. 

• Offices – Banks, building societies, solicitors, government offices. Offices occupy 

high-rise blocks or upper floors above shops. 

• Culture and Entertainment – Areas of the CBD “come alive” at night.  
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