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Afghanistan

The Afghanistan  conflict is  a  series  of  wars  that  has  been fought in Afghanistan since
1978.  Starting  with the Saur  Revolution military  coup, an almost  continuous series of
armed conflicts has dominated and afflicted Afghanistan. The wars include: The Soviet–
Afghan War began in 1979 and ended in 1989. The Soviet Army invaded the country to
secure  the  ruling People's  Democratic  Party  of  Afghanistan (PDPA)  following  large
waves  of  rebellion  against  the  regime.  Soviet  troops  along  with  the  allied Afghan
Army fought  against  rebel  factions  mostly  known  collectively  as  the  "Afghan
mujahideen", whose main backers were the Soviet Union's Cold War enemies the United
States, United  Kingdom,  and Pakistan.  The  Soviet  Union  was  forced  to withdraw  its
troops in 1989. The Afghan Civil War (1989–1992) was the continuing war between the
government and rebels, but without the involvement of Soviet troops. The Soviet Union
nevertheless  continued to  financially  support the Afghan government  in its  fight,  and
likewise rebel factions continued receiving support from the United States and Pakistan.
The Soviet-backed Afghan government survived until the fall of Kabul in 1992.

The Afghan Civil War (1992–1996) began when infighting between the mujahideen rebel
factions, after taking Kabul and establishing the Islamic State of Afghanistan, escalated
into another full blown conflict. Violent wars were fought between different occupying
factions in Kabul, and the city experienced heavy bombardment from them. Each of these
were supported by an outside power, such as Pakistan, Iran, or Saudi Arabia, who were
seeking  influence  in  Afghanistan.  This  conflict  ended  in  1996  after  the Taliban,  a
relatively  new militia backed  by  Pakistan  and  enforced  by  several  thousand al-
Qaeda fighters from Arab countries, took Kabul.

The Afghan Civil  War (1996–2001) started  immediately  after  the Taliban's  capture  of
Kabul  which  involved  a  new  military-political  resistance  force  called Northern
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Alliance fighting against the Taliban and their partially recognized Emirate. Throughout
this  period the  Taliban were in  control  of  almost  all  of  the country,  as  the Northern
Alliance fought most of the time on the defense. The Alliance's leader was assassinated
by al-Qaeda members on September 9, 2001.

The United States invasion of Afghanistan started on October 7, 2001. The United States
sought to remove the Taliban from power as they were hosting al-Qaeda terrorists and
camps,  who  were  the  main  suspects  of  the September  11  attacks.  The  United  States
fought the Taliban from the air and provided support to Northern Alliance ground troops,
who successfully drove the Taliban away from most of the country by December 2001.
The invasion also marked the start of the United States's War on Terror.

The War in Afghanistan (2001–present) is the continuous incumbent war in Afghanistan,
where the main conflict consists of Afghan Army troops, backed by additional United
States troops, fighting against insurgents of the Taliban and sporadically other groups as
well.  NATO has also been involved in this war. It has been estimated that 1,405,111 to
2,084,468 lives have been lost since the start of the conflict.

Iran

Iran is  a Guardianship  of  the  Islamic  Jurist and Islamic  republic in  which
the president, parliament (Majles) and judicial  system share powers reserved to the national
government, according to its Constitution. The politics of Iran take place in a framework that
officially  combines  elements  of theocracy and presidential  democracy.  The  December
1979 constitution, and its 1989 amendment, define the political, economic, and social order
of  the Islamic  Republic  of  Iran,  declaring  that Shia  Islam is  Iran's  official  religion  where
around 90–95% of Iranians associate themselves with the Shia branch of Islam. 

Iran  has  a  democratically  elected president,  a  parliament  (or Majlis),  an Assembly  of
Experts which elects the Supreme Leader, and local councils. According to the constitution,
all  candidates  running for  these positions  must  be vetted  by the Guardian  Council before
being elected.

In addition, there are representatives elected from appointed organizations (usually under the
Supreme Leader's control) to "protect the state's Islamic character".

Prior  to  1979,  Iran  had  its  political  system  as  a parliamentary democratic constitutional
monarchy with parliamentary system. The Shah served as its head of state while the Prime
Minister held the post of the head of government from the 1906 Persian Constitution. While
the  political  system is secular in  nature,  it  has  been described as authoritarian in  the later
years of the Imperial State.

Palestine issue

The contradiction between Israeli and Palestinian goals and Israel's refusal to negotiate with
the Palestine Liberation Organization have caused a profound diplomatic impasse. Moreover,
the PLO's dependence on Arab hosts has embroiled it in secondary-level conflicts with Arab
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states. Although the PLO has gained their moral, diplomatic, and financial support, it  has
posed a threefold challenge: rulers resent the military cost of confronting Israel; Palestinian
raids  precipitate  Israeli  retaliatory  actions  against  host  territories;  and  the  presence  of
autonomous  Palestinian  political  and  military  forces  undermines  the  host  regimes'
sovereignty and legitimacy.

South China Sea 

The South China Sea disputes involve both island and maritime claims by several sovereign
states within the region, namely Brunei, the People's Republic of China (PRC), the Republic
of  China (ROC/Taiwan), Indonesia, Malaysia,  the Philippines,  and Vietnam.  An  estimated
US$3.37 trillion worth of global trade passes through the South China Sea annually, which
accounts for a third of the global maritime trade.[2] 80 percent of China's energy imports and
39.5 percent of China's total trade passes through the South China Sea. 

The disputes involve the islands, reefs, banks, and other features of the South China Sea,
including the Spratly Islands, Paracel Islands, Scarborough Shoal, and various boundaries in
the Gulf of Tonkin. There are further disputes, such as the waters near the Indonesian Natuna
Islands,  which  many  do  not  regard  as  part  of  the  South  China  Sea. Claimant  states  are
interested in retaining or acquiring the rights to fishing stocks, the exploration and potential
exploitation of crude oil and natural gas in the seabed of various parts of the South China Sea,
and the strategic control of important shipping lanes.

Since 2013, the PRC has resorted to island building in the Spratly Islands and the Paracel
Islands region. According to Reuters, island building in the South China Sea primarily by
Vietnam and the Philippines has been going on for decades; while China has come late to the
island building game, its efforts have been on an unprecedented scale as it had from 2014 to
2016 constructed more new island surface than all other nations have constructed throughout
history and as of 2016 placed military equipment on one of its artificial islands unlike the
other  claimants. A 2019 article  in  Voice of America that  compared China and Vietnam's
island building campaign in the South China Sea similarly noted that the reason why Vietnam
in contradistinction to China has been subject to little international criticism and even support
was because of the slower speed and widely perceived defensive nature of its island-building
project

China's actions in the South China Sea have been described as part of its "salami slicing"
strategy, and since 2015 the United  States  and other  states  such as France and the United
Kingdom have conducted freedom of navigation operations (FONOP) in the region. In July
2016, an arbitration tribunal constituted under Annex VII of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) ruled against the PRC's maritime claims in Philippines v.
China. The  tribunal  did  not  rule  on  the  ownership  of  the  islands  or  delimit  maritime
boundaries. Both the People's Republic of China and the Republic of China (Taiwan) stated
that  they  did  not  recognize  the  tribunal  and  insisted  that  the  matter  should  be  resolved
through  bilateral  negotiations  with  other  claimants. On  September  17,  2020,  France,
Germany, and the United Kingdom issued a joint note verbale recognizing the PCA ruling
and challenging China's claims. 
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