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(i) EGYPTIAN CIVILIZATION

&
Lﬁﬁypt has been aptly described as the daughter of the
Nile.

he Valley of the Nile, the home of Egyptian culture is

five hundred and fifty miles in length from the Delta to the

15
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First Cataract, But the strip above (he et
narrow 1"_""'“"F”.‘5 about twelve miles i width. The Nile s an
extraordinary miver., [t overflows into the fat narrow valley
unnlm”}'_ These floods Nl lll1|:}- '~+1I|‘I-rllj-,-' Wikler lor Rrowing
crops 1n the _"r'_:llh‘}'. but they also replenish the soil liberally
each year. Thus there is deep alluvial sl with many
marshes. Since these silt-deposits are dark or black i colour
the ancient Egypuans called thewr country the ‘Black Land’
(Kem). Egvpt cannot boast ol heavy rainfall. Nile is the sole
source of water, -'H_H.i i 1t were not for the Nile there could
he no cultivavon. Thus this ferule stnp has been the gift of
the Nile for man,

All the rest of the country, except this narrow strip of
fertile land. 15 desert. The main valley is itself hnrdcrﬂl;i by
limestone hills and ridges. They protected the country from
-xternal invasions on the one hand and enabled the Egyp-
tians to live an isolated life. Living in such splendid isolation
from remote times they developed an advanced culture "‘l”_d
aivilization of their own, which is hapr_f]lj.r pre.s_crved for us 11.1
the records written on papyri and the inscriptions on :j”;:hh'
emples and pyramids. But it may, hf‘“"-‘"“; be “””“_ o f:r;:
that not ail her monumenls and towns an_:h have b{:E
buried by the annual deposits of new soil have been

unearthed.

History: The race to wh ich the authors ;:f !!:;sarﬁ;:;;gﬁﬁ
ivilizat determined Wi

civilization belonged cannot be determi :

of certainty. It can safely be maintained, tltlﬁ:: 1;3~.Sa;as“.ti|:§
result of fusion of differcnt races as Was

Harappa civilization, | i P
I[“}gr thousands of years men lived as food E,.cllh.t :
d fro without any permanen

Thev w: from place to place s Five
hgﬁ?tatzidiﬂnrﬂarch mF food. They began O produce fvodn

o r anric » they
the neolithic age. With the hﬁE'Ffll“gl?.! ﬂfﬂ:i?c:niqu&
began to raise crops and arimals. Ihey lL",l-'I: fields. The sort
of lifting water out of the VET B WA Ielu1 1 -uli.ll.'m.' menis
of water lift or shadoof which was usediby .th.I IL| the sluggish
In use even at present. They m-ﬂk :Idm'mdg:n{:mlrima‘. Their
sieam. (o trade with the nmg.; h_:lirlglgm_ bolished stone
implements sisted of hoe and S h tore food and
EIE and”::t;‘isggm’rhcy used earthen pml.n tu‘]‘.:E:; J:curaled
developed the art of spinning and weaving.

415 extremely
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the rule of the .
During this period thirty dynas .
dynasties falls into three periods: the Old

history of these
Kingdom (the Pyramid Age), the Middle Kingdom (the
Feudal Age) and the New Kingdom (the New Empire).
The Old Kingdom (3400-2500 B.C.): As J.H. Breasted rightly
r;marks: “We shall probably never be able to offer mor
;{iann d&u nikttch_ Ilu:l‘ the Etwhm{%{m of the Old and Midmf_
ew:ngts" Tsfltwéid [2' s Duﬂmt. "."r the Eeneml drift o
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palace of the kr.'ﬂwer and lived in pomp and laxury. The
from this the till?ég ;1? called Pero (the Great House) &0
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order which continueqd fg ceeded in establishing 12w and
people to devote thejr m: 4 long period. This enabled
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jatively great economic well being’. The Egyptian Civilizz
Ei}n atiﬂiﬂﬂ}i its highest peaks. l:lgu[ raht;]iﬁygiﬁr;‘ ;,j;_‘],h:ﬁ;;
authority of the Fhﬂraﬂhﬁ began to wane. There ensued in
Egyptian history a period of political, economic and cultural
dark age. This period is known as the Feudal Age or the
Middle Age.
The Middle Age {m to 1800 B.C.): During this period the
nomes, or small political units based on villages became
autonomaous. Rlﬂ”}’ among the noblemen led to constant
local warfare. Finally, Egypt was brought under one sceptre
by the Counts of Thebes. This inaugurated a period of
Pmsperit},f which lasted for about two centuries. The semitic
tribes were expelled and Nubians were pumished. But soon
the dvnasty fell on evil days. The assertion of independence
by the Lords led to political and economic disintegration.
The foreigners began to fish in the troubled waters. The
Hyksos or Shepherd Kings, the nomads of inferior civiliza-
tion. overran the Nile Valley easily. But they failed to
consolidate their conquest. The conquerors introduced 1nto
Egypt the horse and the chariot as also a military system.
The Hyksos did not rule for long. By about 1500 B.C. the
court of Thebes after ousting the foreign overlords once
again established unity in Egypt.
The New Kingdom: The New Kingdom begins with the
Eighteenth Dynasty. The Pharaohs were not satisfied with
the establishment of political unity, but launched on a career
of congquest and glory. They su!}jugated Palestine, Syria,
Phoenicia, Cyprus, the territory of the Euphrates and Nubia.
Queen Hatshepsut (1501-1479 B.C.) was the first great
woman ruler in historic times. The greatest of the Pharaohs
was Thutmose 111 (1479-1447) who is sometimes called “The

Napolean of Egypt.” Gradually the Empire began to show
signs of decline. Egypt was unable to arrest the inroads of the

Hittites and Assyrians. Then it was overrun by Nubians and
T-hlﬂl'ﬂaf’tcr it became a province of Assyria. The Twenty-
Slxlh D}fnast}l regaingd indﬂpﬂndﬂﬂﬂﬂ and did 1ts best to
Secure its original boundaries. Egypt, however, could not
Tegain its past glory. In 525 B.C. it came under the
domination of the Persians. Later in 332 B.C. Alexander the
(;'Treal conquered Egypt. Finally 11 came under the domina-
ton of Rome in 30 B.C.
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sratums. the rich and t
nul}lES and the pﬁests ﬂ::ugiiﬁr‘ﬂ;rhﬂ m}.r&“},‘ the landed
society. The middle class was m: upper stratum of the
holders. scribes. merchants and arﬁsampﬂ'lgﬂd of free land-
Smﬂdﬁl o bﬁltﬂm of the ladder. ns. The serfs a0d SlAves
omen held a position o - o
could become rulers ‘:m own :n]énir:ii;“pie :f‘ﬂg- Tlhﬂtf
the II_IS[E_-IICE of Queen Hatshepsut ruling E"'EEFEEEPIELT
historic }1mes. She took keen interest in building temples and
developing commerce. She beautified the city of K arnak.
Monogamy Was the normal rule. But men Were permit-
ted to have concubines. A feature of their society that sounds
pecuhiar is the marriage between brother and sister. This was

intended 10 maintain the purity of blood.

Economic Conditions: Agriculture was the basis of Egyptian

economy. They knew the importa irrigation 10 agricul-

ture and CDI]SII‘UE[EE] [rrigation projects.
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Sphinx and the Great Pvramid of Giza

that when a person dies, his soul goes to another world
where it is either rewarded or punished for the good or evil
done by him. Thereafter, the soul may come back to the
same body. This belief led to the practice of embalming or
mummifying the body and building of tombs called the
pyramids.

Art and Architecture: The surplus economy helped art
and architecture to attain a high standard of excellence. In
art. the concepts of what to render in inanimate form,
methods of work and styles became differentiated and
established. The art styles of the third, fourth and fifth
Dynasties had come 1O be established so firmly that they
persisted without much change 1o Greek tmes. Extravagant
tombs and temples were constructed. These edifices repre-
sent one of the highest if not the highest, attainment in
Egyptian art.

The pyramids are the tombs of early Pharaohs. They are
built on the left bank of the Nile from Giza southward for
Mmany miles. Over sixty such structures have come to light.
r,hf_ largest and the greatest of the pyramids, that of
Cheipakhufu, constructed between 2420 and 2270 B.C. is
Situated at Giza. It covers thirteen acres and has a square
base. each side being seven hundred and fifty feet in height.

he Pyramid jwself is about four hundred and fifty feet in
eight. It contains 23.00,000 hmestone blocks weighing 23



AMCIENT CIVILIZATIONS
25

'f_-tl} ptian artists atlained in architec

found in paintings also. Though tI-:lELlu.rE, and sculpture is
Eastern influences and tend to be pAIBEM g Shiore: sigs. of
guadv. they retain their indivi JEoile. GLER-DTiale And
FiELIl['I'IUrE. <O in DAL n “'d}mh[}’ and refinement. As in
tions. They ‘;Et:r'E lo hlﬂES s i
mattes i : s paid greater attention to the subject

an to aesthetic appeal. Paintings in tombs whi

represent the life of the deceased’s estate are fine Sin1r1lri'mh
They show a search for a solution of perspective and ];:e:

bright if monotonous 1n colour.

Writing*._The Egyptians from the time of Menes invented the
!irst writing called hieroglyphics. This was probably the most
important event in ancient Egyptian History. Hieroglyphics
means ‘sacred engraved writing.” The earliest form of writ-
ing consisted of symbols which had an agreed meaning. It is
known as pictographic writing. This led the Egyptians in the
direction of development of alphabets, but they failed to

evolve true alphabet.

Literature: The Egyptians wrole
called papyrus. Literature was used as an aid to religion and

morals, Their famous works include ‘The Book of the Dead’
and the ‘Coffin Texts' ‘The Book of the Dead’ contains
prayers, hymns and maxims. _

The Egyptians developed a solar calendar. At hirst the
year was divided nto 365 days. Later they realised that the
seasonal year £ uppmximﬂlu!l}' 1_#&5} days. The year wat
divided 1nto mwelve months ol thirty days. There were five

end of the year. To regulate the activities of

on the leaves of a plant

feast days at the e 2

life they used sundials. movements of the stars or water
ked on the principle of the hourglass.
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swer he brought Sumer, Assyria, Elan and Syria under his
rule. He founded the city of Babylon.
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The Babylonians followed the Semitic culture. They
established their mastery over Mesopotamia following the

supremacy of the Akkadians. The Babylonians were success-
ful in weaving into a single cultural tradition the Sumerian
and Semitic accomplishments. The new kingdom derived its
name from the city of Babylon. Therefore, ‘Semites, Sumer-
ians, and many other divergent elements were {0 be included

under one term, Babylonian'.

Hammurabi (2123-2082 B.C.): Hammurabi was the most
famous and the greatest of the king to rule over Babylon. He
conquered all Akkad and Sumer and drove out the Ela-
mites. By these conguests he extended his dynasty from
Babylon upto Persian Gulf. Assyria was also included in his
empire.

Hammurabi was more famous as ruler and statesman
than as conqueror. He established a centralised governmenl
complete with bureaucracy and military force. He expended
the wealth of the state to expand commerce. to improve land
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temples. In short, his re;

omic life of Babylonia, BN wa

splendid

build :
and 1o the econ

watermark in
murabi: Hammurabi is begt

The c“:o‘:_izfﬂ??;@_ which constitute a dﬂﬁnit;t;l:ie?‘l'hf%
g;z:llz:ﬁﬁhmﬂnt of control over htllimand_bchaviﬂur_ va f;z N
<tone about eight feet high was nrst CisCovered g g3
1902. This contains the figure of King Hamm'}lmbi st&nﬁ_m
in front of the sun-god. Below this are written 1;“5
which Were supposed 10 have besn reccived by the iwi
from the sun-god. It was m_h_:nded 0 impress itk mng
governed thal the laws were divine and God had magde Thet
for the good government u}f: the people. It consists o 1;.1
laws. Hammurabi did not originate the laws but he codifieg
and enforced them. The Code marks him out as “the worlg,
first great legal genius™. _

The Code prescribes harsh punishments which
characterised as ‘an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth' |
contains a schedule of punishments for offences. There ar
detailed laws in respect of business affairs and marriage. The
wages payable for different types of services are actuall
fixed.
Women enjoyed legal rights and they were protectedm
the Code. If a woman was ill treated she could divorce her
cruel husband and demand back her dowry. Women coult
own property, engage in business and become professiont
scribes, The code details laws regarding business contact,
loans, debts and the status of private property. We have her
an elaborate description of the judiciary.

4 hiah

Social and Economic Conditions : The code provides ,ﬁﬁ

into the social and economic conditions of Babylonia: "
existed three social groups viz., the wealthy or the g g0l
the middle class which consisted generally of merchan® al
workers and the slaves who were treated @5 pﬂﬁﬂﬁf
property. They could be bought, sold and mortgags™ .«
class of workers included carpenters, tailors, boe® lﬂ'f“p
masons, weavers, dyers, jewellers, labourers. o

potters. metal workers and brewers. i
- Agriculture wa, the mainstay of both the .E’[}Ti.-r:h'“r
nd the people. Importance of irrigation 1o agricy’
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known and there were laws about the proper care of the
canals. Trade was regulated by the state. That business
fourished is indicated by the thousands of Babylonian
tablets. The articles of export included grain, oil, dates,
leather and pottery jars. They imported among other articles,
gold. silver, copper, stone. wood, salt and slaves.

Religion : The Babylonians had considered Marduk as the
supreme god. Ishtar. the mother of the gods, and her brother
and husband Tammuz were other important gods. The
Babylonians believed in magic and divination and were
highly superstitious, They did not attach much importance to
after life and cared more for improving the life here than
hereafter.

Scientific Progress: The grestest strides that Babylonia made
in economic spheres gave impetus to the progress in science
and arts. The Babylonians were scientific-minded. They
continued the astronomical observations of their predeces-
sors. They were skilled in mathematics and laid the founda-
tions for the genuine science of mathematics. It is worthy of
mention here that it was on this foundation that Hellenic and
Arabic scholars later built modern mathematics. Babylon-
jans were probably the first to develop algebra and geo-
metry. The unit for counting was sixty and dominance of this
number even in our day is seen from the division of the hour
into sixty minutes and of the minute into sixty seconds.
They developed place value, that is, giving value to numbers
in accordance with their position, like 1 over 3 and second
decimal place. The multiplied and divided numbers, and
worked out tables for the halves, quarters, thirds, squares,
and cubes of the most important numbers . By 1800 B.C.
they had established certain geographic relations like
Pythagoras theorem. They observed the movement of the
sun and moon and invented calendar of twelve lunar months
and a veven-day week,

Art and Architecture : The Babylonians are indebted to the
Sumerians in the spheres of art and architecture. But their
important contributions are seen in the decoration of the
blank walls with sculpture, tiles and carpets. Unfortunately
their architecture has disappeared and we know of them only
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Literature and Learning: The Babylonians attached greal
value to learning and made some progress in the field of
education. There were schools which imparted the three
Ré—rcadm& writing and arithmetic to the students. A
?Tch:ﬂstx?;u“ of fifty five square feet was discovered in 1844
sroveth gtPt[]s-. Were required to memorise about 350 signs. A
house reads € period, engraved on the wall of an old sch{:lﬂ]

, Y& who shall excel in tablet writing shall shiné

like the sup™ The
: . 4 ! : !
With some a]temtiznsdﬂplﬂd the Sumerian cuneiform writing
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o wew paddy. wheat, barley. vegetables and Pul‘qﬁ'.
I-hﬂ" !_-md silk were cultivated for cloth. The wearing of
{_mm,r:”; ol silk, cotton and wog| was known and the loom is
ﬁ;::rrr:;mcd in the Hrgr{*ﬂ'rﬂ. Silver. eold and copper were
used. but iron. called dark metal was known. The horse. the
pull and the d““kﬂ}’l were used for the Lrans'.p-::u_'tatmn of
goods. There are rﬂiﬂﬂ.’ﬂl:_ﬂ'bi o coins of gold, silver and
copper. Loans and rates of Interest were also well known.
They condenmined high ratey of Interest,

(vi) GREEK CIVILIZATION

The location of the cyliyres was shifted from Hither
Asia and Egypt o the European continent, first 1o Greece
and then 0 Rome some foq centuries before the hirth ol
Christ. These L‘L[]l‘llrt‘.‘i, though indehted o earlier cultures,
Surpassed_lh:‘m. Greek culture I particular was very bril-
liant,and it hen_:ame the mother of modern European civiljzg.-
ion. It supplied to the whole of Europe “ts concepts, art
sivles. bodies of knowledge, and ideologies”. This may be
regarded as one of the mos important facts of history, Hence
the statement of Amold Toynbee: “European civilization
developed in the body of Greek soclety like a child in the
womb™,

Land and people: The early Greeks called their
Hellas and themselves Hellenes. Greece is g peninsula
stuated to the south of Europe on the Mediterranean sea.
The Aegean Sea separates Greece from Asia Minor. A
mmber of islands dot the Aegean Sea. The mountains also
nave divided Greece into different regions. In ancient times
tich of these regions mainiained its identity and developed
2 way which was most suited to it

Like the people who had invaded Persia and India the
Ureeks were Indo-Europeans. By the eighth century B:C,
bey were divided into three groups, the Dorians, the
Aeolians, ang (he lonians. Among the flourishing cities and
lres of Greek culture mention may be made of Sparta,
C“”ﬂi]'p Aegos, Athens. Thebes. Ephesus and Miletus.
aﬂwi % lruism (o say that geography influences the char-
b nd lives of the people which in tum dominates the
Gm@- of tountry. Situated as it is most of the land of
ette \ag e : : )

UBSuitable for agriculture. This was compensat

b
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o b the natural facilities ;

jands 10 the Aegean Sea ang (pege 1)
(o become good satlors angd men L‘IIT' -

patural RArbOUTS in the sea coast encour. .

and the latter contributed 1o the f:n:n:'n 1m5.€d nantime trade
people. The indentations of the Iun;n;h PIOsperity of the
mouniain ridges divided the |apg i-i]'h_f‘. [h? the sea and the
an s T]'ll.’f-'rf.’ people lived almost in [t ‘Il":f'*_‘lF'i:: Into small
another. This background was mos mng:ni.i:iujr!: ['an Fo
of tn€ p”h.\. or cily-state. a wpical form of aml:rrnn: nrr%m
whicl arctent Greece had become famous. The I;!,ndﬂ:i!' ﬂ:r
Greek> supplied the people marble, The sed and the n:-n'hE:f
permitied the establishment of a high leve| of civilization by
the Greeks. \
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S were indue
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INdependen; spint, The
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History: Prior 1o the arrival of Arvans there flourished a
cvilization on the islands of Greece called the Aegean
civilization. Since it first developed in Crete and the Crete
was called Minos after the legendary king of that name. the
civilization 1s known as Minoan civilization. In its last stage
the Cretan culture spread nto the mainland of Greece and
came 10 be called the Mveenean civilization, This civilization
‘s best illustrated by splendid objects such as swords,
daggers. jewels, carved ivories, and vises found in m_mhs‘
About 1100 B.C. the Greek peoples came lrom the
north and overwhelmed the carlier civilization .-lnd_dcﬂtr'ﬂ_‘fcdl
Tirvns and Mycenae. By adopung the n:ri:-::_n}m] [!':'""un_i‘q. L';:
lh':fr"u:gr:am civilizauon the d::n-.lnp_cd d L'mh.{za._!mnl _1-:111;11
came to be known as Greek civilization. [he destruction

: ; o =TT [ the two greal
the ¢ity of d the subject-matter ©
ecity of Trov lorme ' the Odysser by Homer.

tpics of the Greek race. the /liad an + <ettled life and

The Arvans in Greece now iae hﬂu}da Zeus and
H.L]{'IJ_T[L!d ﬂgri-[:“]lu]‘f_ Among their ‘::;’:{f;HEThEH became
Apollo and  goddess Athena Wwere & n to Asia Minor

] a e s .'J'IE "-:H' 5
&3l mariners and spread *“r%'{j ::led 555 B.C. they founded

ILI.II ; - - ']
I ween . AR
_'”.;E'UE.II | AD. BETT}‘: fistant chores of the Black se

CK Cities on the mo Me._j'[[r:rrﬁnﬂﬂﬂ-

dd -
*the southern and western -
ient Greeks was d stale
nc

.{“}-Etates: The ideal of the d oy p-drtjcipii“-'d ‘0 civic un-l..‘i
f-:.-lgh;,uF HL.thcna%T;? “1531 was realised by
s Matters. 5
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G ates. As has been |
of ity -states. .

T rlt""“-.
S fivided the country mto differen, i Ik
: < of Lreece « _ LeiS il
rw'lturrtl%hin gave rise 1o the dea oF cily -states or py
units. : s
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i 1-\”

the state contamed o ok

literallv a citv-state because the state o | ed nly ope o
irrounded by two or three hundred  squa rln' Mifes o

" : {% v B.C. such
- o seventh century B, .
lands. By about se . i

Sparta. Athens. Corinth. Thebes. Miletus,

A,

I ftlrn-.
VIV -Stitey |
Samos SPrang u&‘
The rise of the city states was not condygiy
development of one hnmugﬁn_wuﬁ state, Thc
state moved in their own orbit, owed allegiance 1o th
only and not to the country as a I‘u't'hu]f_ ‘E
developed a distinct socio-religious hll::. At fir
torm of government prevailed in the Cily-states. This vieldeg
place to aristocracy or the rule of the nobles.
developed among the nobles and merchants which e
the victory of the latter.

LS (4 the
People of each
dl ¢y
ach CHLY - s
st I'I'|U]‘lili'l.‘hi|._‘¢|

Rh;ﬂr}
nded ip
Tyrants;: The constant siry premacy  gave g
Opportunity for an adventyuroys leader 10 OTEAMISE @ revoll
and seize the reins of POWEL. The Greeks called such a
teader who came INto power s “Tyrant’. The “Tyrant’ in the
Greek sense meant that he wys LI1'I-1...‘UI‘E"1'IIlLlIiLT!'ILil:
not a cruel and OpPpressive ruler. In other words
not tndica!e the nature of his rule, In fact some of the Ly rints
\jver_t 1Efﬁ£‘1ﬂl‘l'f. rulers ang Strove for the weltare of their
o o 35 2 40 ot oty P

-L.) Was one Of the most famous
- He was n

gele for gy

OF usurper.
cthe term dig

rtists ang poets. Pisistratus ol
tyrant, adorned the cily with
1""'i"l'll.'.'l'|lE: the rule of the [l_.,-r:ir‘ll'*
the artisan Class, Tyranny W&
phﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ_n )

B.C O ungy Wiy not destined 10 by
. e WoWak aua . v eryw here 1
':JTL‘I.:LL" and the WAy wyy L‘lu-: Crihrown everywhe
dﬂ”‘ll'ﬁ{_’rau\-‘ - %

red for the estiblishment !
Sparta and A
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€Nt werg Spa

& the CHLY - SLates the miost) et ..
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.. The rulers in Sparta were a small minos

Charatétﬂlg the ruled. Consequently their state wa;n-:l".n];;;nt%*
mﬂmpalre militaristic state. While they emphasised on
: evelopment the approach of the Athenians was
Fm-.r!i":a gparta glﬂr_:fltd war while Athens gave impetus 1o
qentd _jopment of finer aspects aI:rij life. Thus the ‘ideals of
e dﬂﬂﬂns were based upon militarism, and they lacked
e SP2 ination and initiative of the Athenians.’
:J'l#“:&‘gth,.: Spartan state was militaristic, the state subjected
i from the age of seven lo a rigorous training. This

- pizens 1Y '

1 mgu‘: raining lasted for a period of twelve vears and after

E--r[hﬂ_‘r’ served in the army compulsorily upto the age of
1]

g It Was designed to dm-'r:lﬂ_]:: the qualities of endurance.
Sm{,;. _gtrict discipline and military efficiency. Women also
Efd‘ o undergo physical training. This sort of military
ﬁmmﬂ“ih’m El'lﬂ.bJ.EI:l the Spﬂrtﬂnﬂ o htcnmt best soldiers in
: he cost of the finer qualities of mind and spint.

Greece at T : :
Hence Sparta had nothing to contribute to Greek art or

Greek civilization.

The Spartan government was Kingdom in form, though
in fact an oligarchy. There were two kings ruling over Sparta,
each checking the other to some extent. The Gerusia or
Council of Elders consisting of twenty-eight members
discussed all legislative proposals. Then it was referred to the
Apella or Assembly of the people consisting of the members
tf the upper class who had full citizenship. The chiel power
was vested in the Ephorate or a Board of Supervisors. Five
iphors or magistrates were elected annually by the citizens
0 superintend the administration of the government there
Jacting as a check on the exercise of powers by the King.
The credit for this transformation in Sparta goes to legen-

f'!‘“h‘:m. Lycurgus.
fﬂmr']?f all the ancient Greek city-states the one that
-"Hhe:l Uted most to the enrichment of human life was
4 of EK-' In the beginning the Athenian government consist-
&DwEmmmSShlp and this yielded place to anstocracy or a
tlecteg hf.'m by nobles or Archons. There were nine A fi‘fiﬂrf:i
e gigor the nobles for a period of one year. During their
0 they dnlr_-m prevailed among the poor class of peasants

In ~ﬁl¢manded reforms. _ _

4 B.C. Draco was entrusted with the task of
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b {],-g_msaf;lun._ hThE Greek society was tribal in
pacter as much of the land was not fertile, they took to
e a0 commerce. Though the society was patriarchal
e en were highly respected. Women played no part in
publiﬂ life Iand were mostly confined to the house. Slave
hed in the society, and the Greeks did not feel th;:!:
g reprehensible about it.

e Was anythin

mic Condition: ﬁt_gri'i:u]lure. though pursued on a small
cale, Was the occupation of an average Greek. They grew
wheal. harley. peas. lintles. olives. grapes and ﬁgs._ Olive
jyed an 1m their economy becomes evident
iom the fact W onnesian war olive orchards

were destroyed Athens’ decline
Greece wds noted for 118 natural resources
qon, zing, silver and the like which were exp
full. Slaves were made to work in these mines.
The production ol wine. olive oll. and industrial goods
in surplus necessitate Anatoha 10 look for

d the Greeks of
markets to sell their finished < and seek for things which
they desired. They obtained fish and grain [rom [taly and
f sula, the Straits qnd the Black Sea.

J jron was mét

the

portant role in
hen in the Pelop

hecame inevitable.
like marble,

joited to the

Sicily, the Balkan penin
Their demand for silver. gold. copper 4n _ from
ther places. They imported from their neighbours 10 the
?IEHW of Asia Minor lar
qI:J;::lr: &I::n took to piracy.: But the
- and Pompey took 5pr:::|ﬂ_!‘ : i
qnmm'”""ﬂ] fleets and regularising rade frﬁ}' |
]:em'-rm over foreign trade and commerce b GrEET.
'*:t”m”d certain services ke shipping s
.réei}l;tn_?ared in Lydia 'rlihﬂul ._f.'_". a}nd uTli
leveln "”:*"-‘*'[H_[ES. The IﬂC!‘ﬂHFEd ubf: Q
s, LI'[‘:rment of banking. For pur
r:;\.h.haﬂft'ek bankers dt:w:lﬂpﬁfdl a
'-‘lnd]E:-' and the book keepIng e lomey
' Ip \Wduals. Bankers also M ¢ Lhu: “;-
OF hjg E:: p::glq borrow m;l sl;ect:ltr?fﬂl e did o i
Sl!}:ht}fﬂtf} pay 1,;m.|;-, e firs

4| Wi s
T RPN
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- tion of risks for a premium—g;, Elﬁ'mﬂman :
dispensa . With these df:'u'nzh‘:r]:nnEms~ the €Cong i pgrm':’
insurance’. : o e "
::;I:"“::;gecc resembled in many respects g Hiai . Posi,
Britain in the nineteenth century,

Religion and Philosophy: The Gre
varied but also complex. In fact
arbitrary ahsn]mes_
Greeks did not belj
lended 1o glorify m
Greeks were Zey 3

ek religion o
they dig not f

that dominate the Eagt

eve in god angd on

an. The three
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Suppased g give

The in
Speculation
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Malure and he pri

. the facts apg

nciples of human conduct, The
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TS called ¢

he Sophists or wisdom. They

IQues of SPeaking, wriling,
Halory, rhetoric . - « Beomery
and subyle .

Y and astronomy. They

tasoners gng Preached thay Know-

Ol absolute p,, IS relative 0 man. Good and evil.
» dre not absolutes but

In the deve|

cPend upon man's VIEWs.
Pmeng o highe i 0sophy the contributions
. “Xaggerated

o lhe Dutstanding phiiﬂsuph_f” lm
were pri e dfﬂﬂlple Platg and hiy pupil Aristotle.
after ?ri:h }-f mate friends op Pericles, He was 1 ”**Elfr.
Larkm lace 550 @bout drawing people in t[r-*:
could think f 1 Place 4n U‘-fh'tii;}ning them so that i"“-r

| 5 Selves, He laughy the rich and the pot
: 1“cu"m']iar W o _ arding
o P, i d!ﬁrrtm ideas rege id
Stlences Bt he wis ho huppx- et ol ‘hﬂ'-'ilul.
& ]tk
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. qeason w disungwish beiween ngh
.. Jqrongly  agains the prinuipi t E_md wrong. He
,.,-l.'l-:h'i'. jx Ml absolute but s fﬂ]a{irﬂ tl‘f' Snphiﬁm. viz..
-’.r-.l' 1.4l hll-"r'r]l.'l.j'__‘ﬂ was allamable by r: man and ErEUL'd
™ or he heleived an the reality of aik .dmn, As a philo-
n ,.11r11i=rhlill'~ ol the soul. He !'uilhr'dﬁd Euudm:%i& and
ol e gasembly and the army. He dit; AASKEDY. 10 e
g Wit houks "_"“[ spread his ideas through :Jtl:im luFl?rgﬁ
carchine guestons Mt have made mny lm.ii [;-?ium. -
larly when he wuched on the subject ol reli f;“:"“[’ﬂm-
L.-:ui;"””“' I death on the -..'htlrgq:'l”- '*l“”llplli-nl n[h. |, -.m;
e fEs l;,'ﬂl.”l.."'-'- L|l||:."u[ll'|lll-1'|l_5_"r. He wits made to die ih iJ‘-Tj;r"'-l":'_"l

;i il hemlock. : ng
7B.C.); A disciple of Socrates, Plato founded an
teach philosophy. He argued that ‘there are
| super concepts . He reduced W wriling the
palitical thoughts of Socrates. The pattern of his (Plato’s)
aheal state 13 hest described W0 Us in his “Hepublic’ and the

Laws” He voured that the state must be governed by
guardians whi were irained for ther high vocation by an

chaborate provess ol education

Plato (d27-M
seademy 10
ghalutes @

Aristotle, who
Rightly called a
Anstotle made the entire field ol
He fiavoured d ;'urhumln:nnul
ws made bY the people

clieved that

Aristotle;  Plato’s most [ s pupil was
the gredl

wrved as 4 tutor W Alexander

Walking MR
human hnowledge his domain.

svernment Towas his view that L o
IS ] ®
nl:ll.":ll h. ] . 1' Ittl‘ .kl"lt.]-nlllllnl L
d be the hasis ol £ od states.

ien were social beings, that thed paturall} J“T'h e
hat the state extsted o the well-heIng of all. an Dbt
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subjedts—
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ne £ .
. llant e

Mating vaneth ol
H“."l”" Polities. Hhr.'h"l'lt'.
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Mided w glorous fale W Cireest ? - o als0 pro
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TI'ITII.“HI"'- mislorians and lhmh‘:r“ Jpse® -..UFFI.T'..'”:"' and
ey or Muletus predicies the -t |'[:r1-1 o (382502 B.L
Tduged geomets trom b gy |'!1. i:ib:hl:w”‘ of (heorems
He guvaneet

At
Y
d mathemaltiran



R P A R e Wl T S - e LA RETS
h which if: f:[:l:;:: ethical standards for medijc, 0 1
docles of Elﬂii rtfgi:flr‘td;srzgtlhi]ﬂgs ds !L'nrfurﬁ?l:
S B e visible atoms 1 ual m toy,
mmr_;.n:ll]t'tj*?;.;fhg‘r"‘;’;’Hjmr}r; Thucidides. Polyp,, "
i{ll:{:ﬁh”" hailed from Greece. Credit MUust go to the {;’T
iE'hr raising the dignity L.‘l'f historyltothe level ot an indfpen;fsk:_
discipline. Although Greece had pecome weak politicall,
did create a chmate conducive to the blossoming of cultur,
Literature: “Perhaps the greatest genﬁius of the Gregke
writes S.B. Clough, “was, however, in the realm of the
intellect and in aesthetics. Indeed some of the mD;.
remarkable achievements of all time in these two areas are
of Greek origin.” The earliest of the known poets of Greece
was Homer. This blind poet who composed the two great
epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey, is said to have lived in the
ninth century B.C. Called ‘the school master of Greece’, the
works of Homer ‘show pride in workmanship and a search
for technical projection; they establish as virtues honour
courage, and discipline and patriotism: and they glorify man
and his power in winning the favour of the gods™.

The epic form of literature gave way to lyric poetry and
:;';if;;‘:?;;the tragedy and the comedy. Historica P;”S:'
lamentations an]:::ipﬂ:rianw. L}rl'.lc Sl R s -Siaflk-
temporaries as the ‘Pn%:lmlf]‘]s' Pl!}dar. considered b}'. h]bmelm'
this period T}IE ﬁﬁ;g[ s was the_greateﬂ lyrC T
century B C ) was a‘dn%_feat poetess in history, Sapph?

it : ired almost as much as HomeT

called her ‘the tenth muse’.
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e [fﬂgﬂd}“ Was one of ”w

’Th . n
evements of the (v, ! "
||it1'1[_ﬂ':':h,_ o of the Greey.: t!nt:m[.h, |
|n‘l1 t:“npu]t..'} ¢ LH e noteworghy | Schylyy < |..j1 M|
gt F.I"ﬂﬂ'"'f 1y onngd and I;!'_rh PoE *1|'n1||[|
lf . | . ."'Ilj:”_pn 4 o L o
4 o the cak of Gree i Whyl
*-:'I‘“I“nrl. od f'-i}:'t'”'t-' T klhl't ek tll':l.m;n Wi ."Hir'hn; [ién u,|lji
l,g-_'l,"lm i | H...”” . Jx ..L esl k“{-,.wn “”[L' b ”H' .lIIIhIIT o
. Jrojan oment. Anstophanes wy, f'a P Euripigeg u
§ S Moy b
_1_'.,."| | !:||4 COM
pr *"!"I '“ch“ﬂ‘tu“ﬂ, The greek ar LLTEY
..i'i_‘L‘”d“” status trom the sixih u*nhl“w SMmIng a
yenced DY the art stvles of Egypt ang i’.“ il
Jves round three main s . U a¥na The Greel
revh am stvles, viz. Dor
. (AL AT |||‘|||1 ind

" aan. In all these styles te i
\ | - 2 ltI-I_1FIL" were bl in Crrpe
. Doric style was somew hat simpler wh
le ‘e while the lonic and
“pmtian stvles were ornate. :
rhe Greek conception of a temple was difl
. +im “ M F‘ h ds ditterent from
nental conceplion. or them the temple did not mean a
TARSHOTT tor Gﬂd but an ﬂh_]ﬂl.,’f ol reverence lor something
e and wonderful. Among the early temples the mos
mous 15 the Partheon. the temple of Athens. built in the
Jore stvle. Bualtin Acropolis during the ime of Perncles the
is a masterpiece of Greek archite
he one just deseribed v
helongs ‘the choragi
The Hellemc archilec-

-ple. even in il ruin.
-+ The Erechtheum butlt near
7¢ stvle, To the Connthian style
aument of Lysicrates at Athens.
re contains mostly secular buildings. :

Thf:f {_.j]'t"{:k"t W"f;:rﬁ l,,‘DI'ICErﬂE"J II..'..'-lll'] man i'.lﬂd madn » l"';‘l.
¢ therefore the artists made every r:ffnrt o Tt_'l'lq,.t;_-|'hl1|h1:1I.ll‘.l
M in a natural way. They were fully "l'f"'ﬁ::.”.lj.tfw1|.u
Uman anatomy and Fﬂ)hh::.‘ih’-td luch’fw“l HPL.T (hewr high
" 4 natural and life-like from. TR explT ations. The
a’mhtlig acmmplishmﬁnlh i“ HCU'FIUM] [.LII-“L st I :

lenic sculptures are noted for thet! 5”,':1. oo

.ﬁ,lat,uf of the “D}*lﬁg Gaul™ al pergamumt L.E":-lrmﬁ of Milo” ol
. cory of Samothrace’ al Rhodes. 8 wil maseTPIeee™
be Alexandri school are¢ well-KI L gel
b e ki was admiret "
Vho n”, in particular. e I8

declared it a marvel of art: o mostly OF " ces WerE
immﬁﬂ find early Greek pamllh ‘fﬂlPﬂrla"tHdNI |

ant to note here that thot
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feudalism and 0 bft the people out of darkness and-
vagery

wl

0 FEUDALISM

Feudalism was regarded as one of the most complicated
developments of the middle ages. This svstem passed
through Vanous stages prior 10 its downfall The penod
between the eleventh and the thirteenth centuries was known
in European history as the Feudal Age.

[here 18 no unanimouys ;J-]:‘rimun fEEHFdiIIE the ﬂngin
of feudalism. 1t oniginated in the dark age. .ﬂmc:;}ding o one
Gpnon it was the ‘rude nﬂ'spn'ng. of anarchv.” It 15 ;irgued
that the attack of the Barbarians on the more settled part of
Furope necessitated the organisation of an effecuve defence
hy the people of each locality as there was no strong central
power that could push back the invaders. The result of such
improvisaion was the poliucal, economic and the social
system called by the name of feudalism. To put it differently,
the conunual shocks of war led to the development of
Feudalism. It was mainly a military system 1o render easy
defenve and collecuon of armies,

Festures of Feudalism: Feudalism was founded on two
fundamental 1deals: | that every man must have a Lord or
suzerain who protects him and whom in turn he serves, 2
that the holding of land 1s the basis of all political and social
relationships. The poor peasants i the distnets or regon
wiight protection of the nch landlords and in thay manner
feudal ties were established  They tormed a part of a
contract between the noblemen and the peasants The
peasants agreed to perform personal services of the suzerain
who in return guaranteed them protecuon. Feudalism had
very great complicated politicdl, economic and social fea-
Wres and they infuenced the hives i all its aspects

}i'[: Ihf ‘.l-“lu.! h.l:'l.l.j b Ihf 1,;1-.,-;,,;_{' Irom 4 II.‘ITIJ was called at
it 4 “henefice’” and when this became hereditary 1t was

valled a nef There were many prades i the teudal hier
was the ulumate owner

archy . begimming with the king who | _
of all the land held by the commurii He was the supreme

' . .re subdivided among s
lord, under (axd These hels Wit o 5

5 r.l.-“ !|1!"||IL"\ i
companions and the heads of ne 8
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barons or Knights. They were the '-'3_5-55115 Ol great nop|e, a
landlords styled variously s dukes OF COunts or ey
margraves. The process ﬂfﬂuh_mﬁ:y ation might th g;; o
until one reached the stage of minute parcels of (o, "
miniature fiefs. o

A feudal contract between lord and vassa] INvoly
duties for both. In fact many were the hinks in the chain @
feudal allegiance and at every stage "':ﬂ':iﬁiil and overlorg u.-,g'J
bound to each other by mutual obligations and nghy FL
I-I"I.S'I.Hn':f. Ihﬂ nﬂbles wh{j [E{:EI\'E{I Iﬂnd rl‘l.‘ll"[‘l Th!;" King '“;"-’
required in return for their land to pay him homag, t:t
kneeling before his lord with his hands between his lmd‘}
hands. This was a sign of loyalty and respect apg tha
acknowledgement of service owed. Thev had 1o su |¢
troops in war time and to do military service for a PPy
number of days i o b ot
er of days in a year. The King was bound 1w consult

'ehcmTa:I:JIEcct;;eiy in all matters of importance. :

e sub-tenants ey :
oo enants who received land from the nobles
were required 1o do homage
service by raisi i age o their lords and o pay him
y raising his own share of troops which their
had 1o supply to th - ¢ eir Lords
: PPly 10 the King. The lowest class of v -

agricultural labo : : 88 O vassals—the
10 performij " and small tenant- tarmers—in addition
ming specified personal

y wtr:Lll‘aT;]F -h-ud no real place in the feudal
> Spent the ET'E- They were serfs or land
unpaid | l;;ru o Un one estate and served

A50ur on his lands. In return for

these servic
es th -
®Y received a Patch of land to cultivate o7

themselves

lnhenlince: There WEre no

lan : ' i
ce. It was, howeye, 3 uniform rules regarding 1nhe?
oSkl o the feudal system that the

rank and 10
POsilion 3
1
SL;I}n' Women were al£ \and Should descend from father
e of 3 v 1
h“*—"lng arms. For exampic |

Franc
; Mmany th
am )
Ong all his spps ThE;a‘;Smﬂﬁ of a noble were AV
S0

This | _
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