I: NEHRU ERA

Dr. A. RAVISANKAR, Ph.D.,
Nehru’s parents were Motilal Nehru and Swaruprani Thussu. Motilal Nehru was a
prominent lawyer and a member of the Indian National Congress, and also served as its
president twice.
Nehru’s family was affluent thanks to his father’s legal practice. He describes his
childhood as uneventful and sheltered in his autobiography. He grew up in a grand
house called ‘Anand Bhavan’. He had two sisters, both younger than him.
At the age of 15, Nehru went to study at the Harrow School in England. After that, he
studied natural science at Trinity College, Cambridge University, and passed out with
a degree in 1910. Nehru also read books on politics, economics, literature and history.
As a child, he read about Garibaldi, the Italian national hero, and Nehru himself was
inspired and dreamed of India’s freedom from British rule.
He was influenced by the works of G B Shaw, H G Wells, Bertrand Russell, J M
Keynes, Meredith Townsend and Lowes Dickinson. After acquiring a degree, Nehru
studied to become a lawyer and entered the Bar in 1912.
In 1912, Nehru returned to India and started practice at the Allahabad High Court.
However, he was disinterested in this job and soon drifted towards the national cause.
He attended a Congress session in 1912 in Patna and felt that the membership of the
party was restricted to upper-class elites. The INC at that time was in its moderate
phase.
Nevertheless, he worked for the party. His ideas were radical. He spoke of complete
independence at a time when most people were content with a few constitutional
reforms.
He advocated for non-cooperation and resigning from honorary positions. He supported
more aggressive nationalists who were pressing for home rule.
He was influenced by Annie Besant and worked for her Home Rule League.
Nehru met Mahatma Gandhi in 1916 and was drawn to him instantly. He became his
close friend, follower and associate.
He was involved in the non-cooperation movement in 1920 and was imprisoned for the
first time. When Gandhi called off the movement in the wake of the violence at Chauri
Chaura, there was a split in the party and Motilal Nehru and C R Das formed the Swaraj
Party. Jawaharlal Nehru, however, remained with the Congress and Gandhi.
As a national leader, he understood the importance of having a worldview and sought
relations with similar democratic movements in other nations as well. He visited several
countries. He represented India at a meeting of oppressed nationalities in Brussels.
Nehru also played his part in making the struggles of the people of the princely states
align with the freedom movement in British India.
He became the General Secretary of the All India Congress Committee in September
1923. He was the party president in the Lahore session in 1929 when the declaration of
complete independence as the goal of the freedom movement was passed.
He became the president of the All India States Peoples Conference in 1935. He threw
open its membership to people across the political spectrum. This organisation would
play an important part in the integration of the princely states into India.
Nehru was at the forefront in various movements like the Salt Satyagraha and the Quit
India Movement and was arrested a total of nine times by the British.
From 1946, he was elected the president of the congress party and served as its president
for three more terms.
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Nehru headed the interim government of India in 1946. After India achieved
independence on 15 August 1947, Nehru became the prime minister. As prime minister,
he delivered his now-famous address to the nation, ‘Tryst with Destiny’.

Nehru’s vision of a united India led to the speedy integration of the princely states into
the Indian Dominion. He was ably supported by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and V K
Krishna Menon, his aide in this matter.

Nehru, as prime minister, advocated a mixed economy. He established heavy industries
believing them to be essential to the development of a country. But there were also
heavy control and regulations of the industry.

In 1953, he appointed the States Reorganisation Commission to redraw state boundaries
on linguistic lines.

He advocated the use of Hindi as the country’s official language but this met with heavy
resistance from non-Hindi speakers.

He enacted many laws to criminalise certain practices like caste-based discrimination.
He also increased legal rights for women.

Nehru was leading a newly independent country and initiated many projects like setting
up the 1l Ts, the defence academies, the nuclear energy program and so on.

He was also keen on having cordial relations with other nations of the world.

He was a founder and leader of the Non-Aligned Movement.

Nehru was also responsible for the liberation of Goa after years of failed negotiations
with the Portuguese.

He was a prolific author and some of his works are ‘The Discovery of India’ and
‘Glimpses of World History’.

Pandit Nehru died on 27 May 1964 of a heart attack. He was the Prime Minister of the
country till his death and is the longest-serving prime minister to date. He was 74.

He was succeeded by Lal Bahadur Shastri as the prime minister. His only daughter
Indira Gandhi would become the prime minister later.

From 1957, his birth anniversary is celebrated as ‘Children’s Day’ in India.
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I1: INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY

The constitution of India lays down certain principles in Article 51 under the Directive

Principles of State Policy. These principles focus on the promotion of Internation peace and
security-
As per the principles laid down in Article 51, the state shall endeavor to-

1.
2.
3.

4.

Promote international peace and security.

Maintain just and honorable relations between nations.

Foster respect for international law and treaty obligations in the dealings of organized
people with one another

Encourage settlement of international disputes by arbitration

Basic Principles Governing India’s Foreign Policy
The principles have stood the test of time and are ingrained in international law and India’s
foreign policy practice. The principles of Indian foreign policy are as follows —

1.
2. The policy of Non-Alignment

3. The policy of Anti- Colonialism and Anti Racism
4.
5

Panchsheel

Peaceful settlement of International Disputes
Foreign Economic Aid — Support to UN, International Law and a Just and Equal World
Order

The principles of India’s Foreign Policy are discussed in detail below-
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A. Panchsheel

Indian Policymakers understood the linkage between peace and development and the survival
of mankind. Without global peace, social and economic development is likely to be pushed to
the background. In view of the destruction caused by two world wars, they realized that for the
progress of a nation a durable world peace was needed. Thus, the founder of India’s foreign
policy, Nehru gave utmost importance to world peace in his policy planning.

Also, read about the following —

1. World War | [1914 — 1918]

2. World War 11 [1939 — 1945]

3. Global impact of World War Il

4. Cold War

India desired peaceful and friendly relations with all countries, particularly the big powers and
the neighboring nations. While signing a peace agreement with China; he advocated adherence
to five guiding principles known as Panchsheel.

Panchsheel also called the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence was signed on 28 April
1954 and since then it has become a guiding principle of India’s bilateral relations with other
countries.

Panchsheel includes the following five principles of foreign policy:

1. Mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty.

2. Non-aggression against each other.

3. Non-interference in each other’s internal affairs.

4. Equality and mutual benefit.

5. Peaceful co-existence.

These principles of Panchsheel were later incorporated in the Bandung Declaration, signed in
the Afro-Asian Conference held in 1955 in Indonesia. They are the core principles of the Non-
Alignment Movement (NAM) and still guide the conduct of India’s foreign policy.

B. Policy of Non-alignment

1. Non-alignment is the most important feature of India’s foreign policy. Its core element
is to maintain independence in foreign affairs by not joining any military alliance
formed by the USA and the Soviet Union, which emerged as an important aspect of
cold war politics after the Second World War.

2. Non-alignment was neither neutrality nor non-involvement nor isolationism. It was a
positive and dynamic concept. It postulates taking an independent stand on
international issues according to the merits of each case but at the same time not
committing to coming under the influence of any military bloc. Furthermore, Non-
Alignment gained popularity in developing countries. Thus, keeping away from the
military alliances and superpower blocks was important for the independence of
Foreign Policy.

3. India played a lead role in popularizing and consolidating the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM). India, under the leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru, convened the Asian Relations
Conference in New Delhi in 1947 to forge the idea of Asian solidarity. Read more on
the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM) on the given link.

4. Another Asian Relations Conference was convened by India in 1949 on the question of
the independence of Indonesia as India stood firm-against the colonial rule in other
countries.

« Alarger Conference, known as the Bandung Conference of 29 countries of Asia
and Africa was convened in Bandung (Indonesia) in 1955 to forge the Afro-
Asian unit. The Bandung Conference was a precursor to the NAM, which held
its first Summit in 1961 at Belgrade. Since then, the Non-Aligned Movement
has not looked back.
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e The Seventh NAM Summit was hosted by India in New Delhi in 1983. In this
Summit, India took up the cause of development, disarmament, and the
Palestine issue.
e So far its 15 Summits have been held, the last one held at Sharm-EI-Sheikh in
20009.
o The conference laid down ten fundamental principles of international relations.
The leaders pledged to work together for colonial liberation, peace, cultural,
economic, and political cooperation among developing countries.
e It provides all its members, regardless of their size and development, an
opportunity to participate in the global decision-making process.
Continued Relevance of Non-alignment:
As NAM was a product of cold war politics and the bipolar world, many scholars have
questioned the relevance of NAM after the end of the cold war and the disintegration of the
Soviet Union. Again, the globalization led to the change in the priorities of even its chief
votaries like India, which tried to adopt neo-liberal market economy principles in order to
integrate with the emerging global order. This new situation generated the impression as if
NAM is sidelined and its relevance is declining. However, if we go deep in the basic features
of NAM, it appears to be equally significant also in the changing context due to the following
factors:

1. After the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the NAM can act as a check against undue
dominance and hegemony of any country or block.

2. The developed (North) and developing (South) world have divergent views over several
global and economic issues. The NAM may provide a forum for third world countries
to engage the developed nations in a productive dialogue.

3. The NAM can prove to be a powerful mechanism to forge cooperation, which is
essential for their collective self-reliance in the present market-driven global order.

4. NAM can provide an important forum for developing countries to discuss and
deliberate upon various global problems, issues, and reforms including the reform of
the UN and other international financial institutions like the World Bank and IMF in
order to make them more democratic and effective.

Aspirants preparing for the Principles of India’s Foreign Policy should also go through the
following relevant articles-

1. Overview of India’ Foreign Policy

2. Objectives of India’s Foreign Policy

3. Achievements of India’s Foreign Policy

4. Foreign Policy Making in India

C. The policy of Anti — Colonialism, Racism and Imperialism

The foundations of India’s foreign policy were laid during independence struggle when our
leaders fought the evils of colonialism and racism. India has been a victim of colonialism and
imperialism and considers these as a threat to international peace and security. It firmly believes
in the equality of all human beings. Its policy is aimed at opposition to all forms of racial
discrimination. It always opposed to it in any form.

1. India was the first to bring the issue of Apartheid in the UN in 1946. India raised her
voice for the independence of Indonesia and organized the Asian Relations Conference
for this purpose.

2. Due to India’s consistent efforts through NAM and other international forums, 14
African countries were liberated from the yoke of colonialism in 1964.

3. India firmly opposed the infamous apartheid policy in South Africa. Not only India had
cut off diplomatic relations with South Africa in 1949 but also used her influence in the
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application of comprehensive sanctions (later) against the white minority racist Regime
of South Africa.

4. At India’s initiative, NAM set up the Africa Fund (Action for Resisting Imperialism,
Colonialism, and Apartheid) in 1986 to help the frontline states, which were victims of
aggression of South Africa and for facing the brunt of Apartheid. India made a generous
contribution to this fund. The end of racialism in South Africa was a great success for
Indian policy.

D. Peaceful Settlement of International Disputes

1. The unflinching faith in the peaceful settlement of international disputes is one of the
core elements of India’s foreign policy. This principle has been included in the
Constitution of India, under the Directive Principles of State Policy as well as in the
Charter of the UN.

2. India has played a leading role in the resolution of the Korean conflict and supported
negotiated settlement of Palestine issue, border problems with neighboring countries,
and other such disputes and problems.

3. India is always against foreign military intervention for resolving international
problems. This principle continues to be the cornerstone of India’s policy.

4. At present, India is in favour of the resolution of peaceful settlement of Iranian nuclear
issues, the problem of the democratic upsurge in the Middle East, and so on.

E. Foreign Economic Aid — Support to UN, International Law and a Just and Equal
World Order

India has a deep respect for the international law and/or the principles of sovereign equality of
nations and non-interference in the internal affairs of other nations as espoused by the UN.

1. India has played a key role in preserving world peace by helping in the decolonization
process, and through active participation in UN peacekeeping activities.

2. India has supported the cause of disarmament pursued by the UN. In 1988, India
proposed a very ambitious program of nuclear disarmament before the UN. Although
the proposal was not accepted by the other members of the UN but India stands
committed to the cause of universal disarmament even today.

3. Inorder to make the composition of the Security Council more realistic and democratic,
India has proposed and supported the reform of Security Council and other UN
agencies. India is one of the claimants of permanent membership of the Security
Council.
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I11: LAL BAHADUR SASTHRI

A member of Mahatma Gandhi’s noncooperation movement against British
government in India, he was imprisoned for a short time (1921). Upon release he studied in
the Kashi Vidyapitha, a nationalist university, where he graduated with the title
of shastri (“learned in the scriptures”). He then returned to politics as a follower of Gandhi,
was imprisoned several more times, and attained influential positions in the Congress Party of
the state of the United Provinces, now Uttar Pradesh state.

Shastri was elected to the legislature of the United Provinces in 1937 and 1946. After
Indian independence, Shastri gained experience as minister for home affairs and transport in
Uttar Pradesh. He was elected to the central Indian legislature in 1952 and became union
minister for railways and transport. He gained a reputation as a skillful mediator after his
appointment to the influential post of minister for home affairs in 1961. Three years later, on
Jawaharlal Nehru’s illness, Shastri was appointed minister without portfolio, and after Nehru’s
death he became prime minister in June 1964.
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The 1965 war between India and Pakistan was the second conflict between the two
countries over the status of the state of Jammu and Kashmir. The clash did not resolve this
dispute, but it did engage the United States and the Soviet Union in ways that would have
important implications for subsequent superpower involvement in the region.

The dispute over this region originated in the process of decolonization in South Asia.
When the British colony of India gained its independence in 1947, it was partitioned into two
separate entities: the secular nation of India and the predominantly Muslim nation of Pakistan.
Pakistan was composed of two noncontiguous regions, East Pakistan and West Pakistan,
separated by Indian territory. The state of Jammu and Kashmir, which had a predominantly
Muslim population but a Hindu leader, shared borders with both India and West Pakistan. The
argument over which nation would incorporate the state led to the first India-Pakistan War in
1947—-48 and ended with UN mediation. Jammu and Kashmir, also known as “Indian Kashmir”
or just “Kashmir,” joined the Republic of India, but the Pakistani Government continued to
believe that the majority Muslim state rightfully belonged to Pakistan.

Conflict resumed again in early 1965, when Pakistani and Indian forces clashed over
disputed territory along the border between the two nations. Hostilities intensified that August
when the Pakistani Army attempted to take Kashmir by force. The attempt to seize the state
was unsuccessful, and the second India-Pakistan War reached a stalemate. This time, the
international politics of the Cold War affected the nature of the conflict.

The United States had a history of ambivalent relations with India. During the 1950s,
U.S. officials regarded Indian leadership with some caution due to India’s involvement in the
nonaligned movement, particularly its prominent role at the Bandung Conference of 1955. The
United States hoped to maintain a regional balance of power, which meant not allowing India
to influence the political development of other states. However, a 1962 border conflict between
India and China ended with a decisive Chinese victory, which motivated the United States and
the United Kingdom to provide military supplies to the Indian Army. After the clash with
China, India also turned to the Soviet Union for assistance, which placed some strains on U.S.-
Indian relations. However, the United States also provided India with considerable
development assistance throughout the 1960s and 1970s.

U.S.-Pakistani relations had been more consistently positive. The U.S. Government
looked to Pakistan as an example of a moderate Muslim state and appreciated Pakistani
assistance in holding the line against communist expansion by joining the Southeast Asia
Treaty Organization (SEATO) in 1954 and the Baghdad Pact (later renamed the Central Treaty
Organization, or CENTO) in 1955. Pakistan’s interest in these pacts stemmed from its desire
to develop its military and defensive capabilities, which were substantially weaker than those
of India. Both the United States and the United Kingdom supplied arms to Pakistan in these
years.

After Pakistani troops invaded Kashmir, India moved quickly to internationalize the
regional dispute. It asked the United Nations to reprise its role in the First India-Pakistan War
and end the current conflict. The Security Council passed Resolution 211 on September 20
calling for an end to the fighting and negotiations on the settlement of the Kashmir problem,
and the United States and the United Kingdom supported the UN decision by cutting off arms
supplies to both belligerents. This ban affected both belligerents, but Pakistan felt the effects
more keenly since it had a much weaker military in comparison to India. The UN resolution
and the halting of arms sales had an immediate impact. India accepted the ceasefire on
September 21 and Pakistan on September 22.

The ceasefire alone did not resolve the status of Kashmir, and both sides accepted the
Soviet Union as a third-party mediator. Negotiations in Tashkent concluded in January 1966,
with both sides giving up territorial claims, withdrawing their armies from the disputed
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territory. Nevertheless, although the Tashkent agreement achieved its short-term aims, conflict
in South Asia would reignite a few years later.
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IV: ROLE OF POLITICAL PARTIES-NATIONAL AND REGIONAL

In our country, there are several political parties that stand for the election. The presence of
the political party is actually a healthy situation for the nation. It gives people a choice to make a
more evolved and effective decision. Moreover, it drives the other political parties to get better than
their competitors to win elections and rule the nation. So, this is the basic backdrop of political
parties.

A political party basically, is a group of people. These people come together to contest elections in
order to hold power in the government. It is a way to mobilize voters to support common sets of
interests, concerns, and goals. The primary role of the political party is to fix the political agenda
and policies. So, each party tries to persuade people by claiming their policies are better than those
of other parties.

Functions of a Political Party
Every political party has a number of functions to perform. Here we have listed some of them.

e A political party contests elections by putting up candidates.

e Incountries like the USA, the candidates are selected by members and supporters of a
party.

e On the other hand, in countries like India, the candidates are chosen by top party leaders.

« Every party has different policies and programmes. VVoters make a choice in accordance
with the policies and programmes liked by them.

« Inademocratic country, a large group of people that has certain similar opinions group
together and form a party. Then then, give a direction to the policies adopted by the
government.

e Those parties which lose elections form the opposition. They voice different views and
criticise the government for their failures and mobilize opposition to the government.

« Political parties shape public opinion. With the help of the pressure groups, the
parties launch movements for solving problems faced by the people.

o Parties even offer access to government machinery and welfare schemes. The local
party leader serves as a link between the citizen and the government officer.

Importance of Political Parties
A democracy cannot exist without the presence of a political party. This is clear from the
function performed by the political parties. In case, there are no political parties then:
o Every candidate in the election would be an independent candidate. Any individual
candidate does not have the efficiency to promise any major policy change to the people.
In such a scenario, no one will be responsible for how the country is run.
« Inthe long run, only a representative democracy can survive. Political parties are
the agencies that gather different views on various issues and present them to the
government.

Party System

There are three types of party systems:
e One-Party System
e Two-Party System
e Multi-Party System
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National Party
A party has to live up to at least one of the following qualifications to be recognised as a
national party:

e It has to win a minimum of two per cent of the seats in the Lok Sabha from at least
three different states.

e In General Elections, the party must manage to win six per cent of the votes and win
at least four Lok Sabha seats as well.

e The party is recognised as a 'state level party' in four or more states.

State Party
A party has to live up to at least one of the following qualifications to be acknowledged as a
state party.

o The party has to win at least three seats or three per cent of the seats in the state
legislative Assembly.

e It has to win minimum one seat in the Lok Sabha for every 25 seats or any fraction
allotted to that concerned state.

e Inaparticular election, the party has to bag at least six per cent of the total votes, and
also win one Lok Sabha and two Assembly seats.

e The status of a state party can still be bestowed upon an entity even if it fails to win
any seats in the Lok Sabha or the Assembly, if it manages to win at least eight per
cent of the total votes cast in the entire state.



