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• Allen Tate (1899- ) is one of the youngest new critics. 
He belongs to the Southern group of American critics. 
He is also a great poet. Tate opposes scienticism and 
distinguishes between scienticism and literary 
discourse. He gives importance to the formal qualities 
of a work of art. Reactionary Essays on Poetry, Ideas, 
and Reason in Madness are well known collections of 
Essays and reviews by Tate.
Allen Tate as a critic:-

• John Oley Allen Tate is an American poet, 
essayist and social commentator. He was the Poet 
Laureate Consultant in poetry in 1943-44. Tate is 
certainly more comprehensive than J. C. Ransom. 
However both belong to the group of American critic. 
John Paul says.. “Allen Tate’s  prominence among 
the New Critics sets him in a position next Ransom.”
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Two Types of Meaning 

• Allen Tate states that every age has used different 
approaches to examine different works. According to 
him every age uses language differently. This he shows 
with example from different poems. He says that in 
most of the poems., we find two kinds of language.

• 1. Denotative (surface meaning) and (2) Connotative 
(hidden)

• The first one refers to ‘logical or superficial 
meaning of the poem’. The second one means ‘implied 
or metaphorical meaning of the poem.’ Many criticism 
emphasized on denotative aspect of the poem, while 
some concentrated only on connotative meaning of the 
poem. According to Tate. “Only that poetry is good 
poetry which communicate both the aspect, 
connotative and denotative.
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About the Essay

• Tension in poetry has been taken from Tate`s "The 
Man of Letters in the Modern World", Selected 
Essays. The essay deals with tension as the life of a 
poem. It reveals Tate`s view that a good poem is 
the one in which the extension and the intension are 
in a state of tension. In other words, a good poem 
has a combination of both extensive or denotative 
and intensive or connotative meanings.

• The essay is divided into three parts.
• Part 1 deals with the fallacy of communication in 

poetry. Tate explains his point with some examples.
• Part II, Tate defines tension in poetry and explains 

its importance in poetry with a few examples.
• In part III, he gives his final example of the 

significance of tension in poetry.
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Tension in 
Poetry

Poetic Tension

Having mental and emotional 
impact on a poem

Extensive   
denotative

Logical   surface 
meaning    literal 

meaning

Intensive   Connotative

Hidden  implied   metaphorical 
meaning

Deals with the 
Fallacy of 

Communication in   
POETRY
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Defines Tension in Poetry

chopping of ‘in’ and ‘ex’

Significance of 
Tension

Presence of Tension 
is the Touch stone of 

good poetry

6



7












