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THENEGROMOTHER

-LangstonHughes.

Aboutthepoet:(feb1st,1901-may22nd,1967)

HugheswasanAmericanpoet,socialactivist,

novelist,playwright,andcolumnistfrom Joplin,Missouri.

Hewastheearliestinnovatorofthenewliteraryartform called

jazzpoetry.First,hegainedattentionfrom 'TheCrisis'magazine

and,followedbybookpublishersandbecameknowninHarlem

community.HeisalsobestknownasaleaderoftheHarlem

Renaissance.DuringtheCivilrightsmovement,hewroteaweekly

columninaleadingblacknewspaper,TheChicagodefender.He

hadwonUndergraduatePoetryPrize,NAACPSpingarnmedal,

honorarydoctoratebyHowardUniversityandmuchmore.

Aboutthepoem:

Thispoem "TheNegroMother"thoughwrittenbya

malewriter,itsvoiceofnarrationisbyablackmother.The

motherheredoesn'treferstoasinglepersonbut,allthewomen's

ofblackfolk.Thepoem beginsasaNegromotherisnarrating

intoherchildaboutthesufferingsandsorrowfullifeofNegro

people.

Inordertoconveythemessagehowpeoplewere

stolenfrom Africaasslavesforpastthreehundredyears,the

poetusesanillusionfrom the'bookofExodus',oldTestament.

HowtheHebrewpeopleweretakenasslavesand,howGod



helpedthem togetfreeoutofthesufferings.Thephrase'the

seedofthefree',referstotheUnbornchildofthemotherand

theirinitialthoughtoffightingforfreedom andequality.The

narratordescribeshowthenegrossufferedasslavesinthefields,

howtheyweremistreated,beatenandsoon.

Theywereevengotseparatedfrom theirown

childrenandtheirhusbandandundergonelotsofproblems.

Moreoverbeingawomanwasdoublemarginalizedandsuffering

wasmuchmore.Theyhadnosafety,noloveandneitherrespect.

TheNegromother,alsosaysthatthroughpray

Godhasgiventhem a'dream likesteel'inreachingtheir

destinationequality.

Thenarratoraskstheyounggenerationto

rememberthesweat,pain,despairandsorrowwhichtheyhad

undergoneandpersuadethem tofightforfreedom andequality

keepingallthesufferingsasaroadtotheirsuccess.

Againandagainthenarratoraskthem to

rememberthewhip,slavery,struggleandstrifetheyhad

undergoneandaskthem tomoveforwardbreakingdownallthe

obstaclesintheirpath.

Thepoetendsthepoem asifthenarrator

promisesthatshewillalwaysstaywiththeyounggeneration

foreveruntiltheyreachtheirdestination'nowhitebrotherdaresto

touchthechildrenofaNegromother'.








