
GROWTH AND INFLUENCE OF 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

...or why this language is so difficult to master...



OVERVIEW OF ENGLISH INFLUENCES
PRE-HISTORY-1066 A.D.

C.R.A.V.N.

• Celts ( Brythons and Gaels)       up to 55 B.C.

• Roman Conquest                    55 B.C. - 407 A.D.

• Anglo-Saxon Period                407 A.D. - 787 A.D.

• Viking Invasions                      787 A.D. - 1066 A.D.

• Norman Conquest begins in     1066 A.D. 



ANGLES, SAXONS AND JUTES

• Bede gave a precise date, 449AD, for the first arrival of the Anglo-Saxons and 

he said they came from three tribes: the Angles, Saxons and Jutes, who 

themselves came from different parts of Germany and Denmark – the Angles 

were from Angeln, which is a small district in northern Germany; the Saxons 

were German-Dutch, the Angles were southern Danish, and the Jutes were 

northern Danish. The Anglo-Saxons were tall, fair-haired men, armed with 

swords and spears and round shields. They loved fighting and were very fierce. 

The Anglo-Saxons spoke the language we now know as Old English, an 

ancestor of modern-day English. Its closest cousins were other Germanic 

languages such as Old Friesian, Old Norse and Old High German. The first 

people to be called 'English' were the Anglo-Saxons, a group of closely related 

Germanic tribes that began migrating to eastern and southern Great Britain, 

from southern Denmark and northern Germany, in the 5th century AD, after 

the Romans had withdrawn from Britain.





INDO-EUROPEAN LANGUAGES









A BRIEF GLIMPSE OF THE HISTORY OF 
ENGLISH 

•OLD ENGLISH

•400-

•1066

•Beowulf

•Middle English

•1066-

•1485

•Chaucer

•Early Modern English

•1485-

•1800

•Shakes-peare

•Modern English

•1800-

•present

•Austen



THE ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD



INFLUENCES

• Major cultural/linguistic influences

• Roman

• Germanic/Anglo-Saxon

• Christian

• Viking invasions

• Norman invasion



ROMAN INFLUENCE







VIKING & NORMAN INVASIONS



CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE


