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The Age of Queen Anne (1702-1714)
: 18t Century




Introduction

* Queen Anne ruled England from 1702-1714

* This age was the Golden Age in the History of
England

* |t was called as the Golden Age because It was the
Age of prosperity

 There was a huge growth in Industry, Agriculture
and Commerce



Growth in Agriculture:

 All over the country there was good harvest and cheap
food.

* Lot of wheat was grown
* Rye, Barley, and Oats were also cultivated.

 There was an exchange of agricultural products
between one district and another

« Sussex and Hampshire exchanged corn with Cheshire
 Western districts sent cheese to London

« Corn was exported to other countries

« Cattle farming also improved



The Social Hierarchy:

 The social hierarchy consisted of the Duke, the squire,
the yeoman, the freeholder and the tenant,

* The Dukes were rich and they lived like princes
 The squire had to pay land tax and so they were not rich,

* The yeoman owned their own lands and also worked as
farmers, |

 The freeholder had the right to vote but the tenant
farmer had no vote.




Duke of Malborough




Buildings and Decorations:

« During this period farm houses and big mansions with
large windows and big rooms were built in a simple

style.
* Furniture was imported from West Indies

 Chinaware was imported from Asian countries and it
was very popular
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Education:

 People did not give much importance to education,

 There were only a few public schools like Eton, to
which only the rich children went.

* The middle class children went to grammar schools.
* In schools, severe punishments like flogging were given

o Girls learnt from their motherfs to read and write and to
manage the household



Sports and Pastimes:

* People started playing cricket during Queen Anne’s time
 Football was the most popular game.

 Cock-fighting, horse racing, angling, shooting and
snaring birds were the other pastimes.
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The Vices In the Society:

* Drinking alcohol was a national vice
» Gambling was another vice

« Smoking tobacco was also common among men and
women

 Taking snuff was alos common

« Another dangerous vice was duelling. Any dispute
between two people was settled with a duel.

* Highway robbery was also common. There were a group
of people called ‘Mohocks’ who gave trouble to the
women and weak men.






Industry

 Coal-mining and cloth-making were the important
Industries

 Explosions were common In the mines and many
workers lost their lives

 Spinning was done by women and children and
weaving was done by men. Hence It was a cottage
Industry









Coffee-houses:

» Coffee drinking was a common habit among the rich
people

* The coffee house was the centre of social life

 During Queen Anne’s time there were 500 coffee-houses
In the city of London

 There were separate coffee-houses for the Tories, the
Whigs, the clergymen, the literary men and the
businessmen.

* People met and discussed all matters in the coffee
nouses, chiefly politics and religion.

* Foreign people admired the freedom of speech enjoyed
ny the English people.










Religion:

* During this period many religious societies and charity
schools were established.

 People wet to church, prayed as a family and read the
Bible.

* The society for the reformation of manners published
articles against drinking alcohol and other indecent

behavior

« Cheap Bibles and prayer books were given to all the
people.



The City of London:

* London became the centre of business.

 Raw materials were sent to London and finished
nroducts were sent out of London.

* On-tenth of the country’s population lived in London.

 The poor people lived in unhealthy conditions and death
rate was high.







Conclusion:

* Queen Anne became 1ll and she could not come to court
regularly.

 Times changed and people were more interested In
going to Parliament than to court.

* However, Queen Anne’s period 1s one of the most
Important periods in the history of England.



2. Coffee House Life in LONDON

Introduction:

* The habit of drinking coffee started with the Arabians
and It spread to Europe.

* In London coffee houses became popular during the
reign of Queen Anne.

* The coffee house was the centre of social life.
* |[n London alone there were 500 coffee houses.

* People living Iin London felt that coffee house was also
their home.



Famous Coffee Houses:

 Each group of people had their own coffee houses.
* The Tories went to ‘Cocoa Tree Chocolate House”’.
* The Whigs went to ‘St. James Coffee House.’

* The Clergymen went to ‘Trubys’. There were separate
coffee houses for Roman Catholics, Protestants, Jews

and Puritans.
* In the Puritans’ coffee house swearing was banned.

* The Jews discussed the ways of investing money with
high interest rates,




The Function of Coffee Houses:

* The coffee houses played an important role in promoting
the social life in England. It was the only place where

neople could meet and exchange ideas. So the coffee

nouse was called as the ‘Cradle of British Democracy’.

* People discussed religion and politics in the coffee
NOUSeES.




Coffee Houses for Writers:

* Writers went to Wills Coffee house and discussed
literary topics.

« John Dryden was the famous writer who visited this
coffee house.

 Button’s coffee house was a rival to Wills

 Alexander Pope, Addison and Steele were the other
writers who visited Button’s.

* The Grecian Coffee house was visited by scholars and
critics
« Smoking was common in all the coffee houses.



Coffee Houses for Doctors:

 The doctors of the city had their own favourite coffee
NOUSeS

* Dr. John Ratcliffe, the most famous doctor during this
period went to Garraways.

e Patients and other doctors who wnted to meet him came
there.

* |t was also the meeting place of many businessmen.
* This coffeehouse was started by Thomas Garraway.




Coffee Houses for the Clergy:

 The clergy men visited the Trubys.

 They discussed religion and matters related to the
church. They also framed new rules that could be
followed in the church.



Conclusion:

* Coffee houses played an important role in promoting
social life of England.

 During the period of Danby there was an attempt to
close down all the coffee houses but people protested
and the coffee houses continued.

* During the French Revolution the coffee houses became
the centre of protest and so the government closed all
the coffee houses.

 After many years they were reopened.




Agrarian Revolution
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Industrial Revolution



Flying Shuttle—John Kay
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Spinning Jenny-James Hargreaves




Richard Arkwright

Water frame




Mule —Samuel Crompton




Powerloom—Edmund Cartwright




—James Watt

Steam Engine




First locomotive—George Stevenson

Ot Kxltngwenthh [owresative, o2551 &y wasn



Bell’s Comet—Steam boat
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