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In lactic acid CH3 - CHOH - COOH, second carbon is chiral. 

 

There are two optically active isomers of Lactic acid: d-lactic acid and l-lactic 

acid. In addition to these optically active varieties there is an optically 

inactive form which results when dextro and laevo (levo) varieties are present in 

equal quantities. It is called racemic mixture or (+-) lactic acid. 











1,2 - dichloroethene shows cis-trans or geometrical 

isomerism. 
 
 



GEOMETRICAL ISOMERISM IN MALEIC 

AND FUMARIC ACID 



Chemical structures of maleic acid, fumaric acid and maleic 
anhydride 





Keto – Enol Tautomerism  

Ketones and other carbonyl compounds containing a hydrogen adjacent to the carbonyl are in the 

equilibrium with a constitutional isomer called enol. 

 










